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Mnu Jtadgrt arts «a rasters confttonM 

BONN ffl) ■ — The Oennan government, deter min ed to ^ toning 
budget deficits earned by unification, imposed tight curbs on ntbfic 
spen din g:- op Wednesday which ft- said would faiiwnatfrwoi 

co nfid e nce in thc umiiti y’s economy. The oppos iti on Social Democrats 
(STD) dfauitted the m ea s ur e * as wishful tombing. They came as the 
powerfu l I g Met al mum prepared to meet employcrim a last-ditch 
a tte mpt to avert toe first strike in the country’s vital mwnw-finfl sector 
^oe 1964. finance Minister Thc» Waigd said ChanceBor Hdnmt KohTs 
centre-right coalition had manhnously agreed that federal 
would not be allowed to grow by mote town 2.5 per cent per yw onffl 
15%, wauM it wiB fall in real terms. No new spe nd ing wifi be allowed 
unless it is onset by cuts in other areas. "This consolidation coarse will 
require re spon sibility and solidarity. It is also necessary to strengthen 
commence domestically god especially abroad,'' Mr. Wafee! toWanew* 
conference. “It mu s t be dear that Germany i w —ii w flip m ^tnf am 

CPOntlY in terms of atahfflty and in m iu nt i i imn g Hw mA y f rnirtin w nf flw» 

- dcutscfa et naric in the European monetary system.” 
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Iraq rates out action against Kurdish vote 

BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq denounced as Qlegal next Sunday’s elections in 
rebel-held Kurda&ui bat ruled out the use of force to derail them. Mehdi 
Saleh, speaker of the National Assembly, said on Wednesday Baghdad 
wanted to “solve internal problems peacefully.” He was asked by Reuters 
whether Iraq intended to disrupt the elections by military or other means. 
He said: “I do not think so." For the simple reason, we arc in dologae 
with the Kurdistan Front. True, this dialogue has stopped but it is not 
severed.” The front is an umbrella of eight political parties which rejected 
a Ba ghdad plan for Kurdish autonomy last year. “This step (elections) is 
mKoostinitkmaL It is being carried out under the bayonets of the United 
States, Britain and France,” Mr. Saleh said. Kurdish officials said Iraqi 
soldiers had warned Kurds in a northern Iraq region their villages would 
be shelled if they tried to vote in the May 17 elections for a supreme leader 
of the Kurds and a partiamem. 
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Irbid municipal 
elections postponed 

IRBID (Fietra) — Mod municipal 
elections were extended for 
another day became of tfae low 
turnout of voters which did not 
~ exceed 32 per cent of the number 
of registered voters. The Sec- 
tions were extended for three 
hoars on Wednesday and only 
leas than third of foe elligible 
voters showed up at the balloting 
centres. Article 26 of the munici- 
palities law states that more than 
half foe registered voters in any 
elections should cast their ballots 
to make the count legal. The 
decision to extend the election 
period was issued by Irbid Depu- 
ty Governor Hussein A1 Habash- 
neh. 

Arab League chief 
opposes Arab 
security pacts with 
West 

CAIRO (AP) — The Arab 
League’s fop official Wednesday 
rejected Arab security pacts with 
tile West, a pparently referring to 
Kuwait's defence agreements 
with foe United States and Bri- 
tain. “Any security arrangements 
taking place presently between 
any Arab countries and western 
countries will foil and cannot live 
for long,” Esmat Abdul Megnid, 
secretary-general of tbe 21- 
member league, told African re- 
porters. “Amy arrangements to 
■protect Arab security have to 
.come from within tbe Arabs and 
: between them, so that they can 
-be enduring and convincing to 
Arab public opinion,” he added. 

Australia’s foreign 
minister iitlsraei 

TEL AVIV (R) — Australia’s 
.Foreign Affairs and Trade Minis- 
ter Gareth Evans arrived in Israel 
Wednesday to discuss Middle 
East peace efforts. Hh 24-hour 
visit is the second Leg of a six- 
countzy Middle East tour. Mr. 
Evans is scheduled to meet Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir, De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens,- 
Foreign Minister David Levy and 
Palestinians, including nego- 
tiators with brad.. 

Algeria expels 
French Journalist 

ALGIERS (AP) — The corres- 
pondent of the French newspaper 
Lc Monde has been given 48 
hours to leave tfae country, Alge- 
rian authorities announced 
Wednesday. Georges Marion, 
who was reprimanded for writing 
a story last year saying that Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein was 
seeking asylum in Algeria, was 
ordered out by Algeria’s Foreign 
Ministry. He had been bring in 
Algiers under orders by the Alge-^ 
rian gover nm ent not to work as a* 
journalist, but allowed to stay 
until his chQdrea’s school year 
ended in June. But an article with 
Mr. Marion’s byline was pub- 
fished in Le Monde Tuesday 
saying that Algeria’s efforts -to 
fi gh t corruption could reach to 
foe country's highest leaders. 

Ramos gains lead In 
Philippine poll count 

MANILA (R) — Former defence 
chief FkW Ramos sensed the lead 
on Wednesday from arch-rival 
Miriam Santiago in the drawn-out 
counting of votes in Philippine 
presidential elections, an unoffi- 
cial tally showed. With 4JZ mil- 
lion of tbe e stimated 25 million 
votes counted, the tally by tbe 
Roman Catholic Church-backed 
Radio Veritas showed Mr. 
Ramos moving ahead of long- 
time frontrunner Santiago, a 
popular and pugnacious anti-graft 
campaigner, for tbe first time. 
The ratfio, compiling unofficial 
results from around the country, 
bad Mr. Ramos leading with 22.4 
per cent of the vote, compared 
with 22.02 per cent for Ms. San- 
tiago (see page 8). 

Ukrainian 
parllamentannuls 
Crimean vote 

* I 

KIEV (R) — The Ukrainian par- 
fiament Wednesday annulled a 
declaration of mdepetidence by 
tire Crimean peninsula in a move 
■ Jfltriy to g ene rate further tendon 
■ipRmsia two days before a 
commonwealth summit. Parlia- 
ment voted by 340 to six to ann ul 
two rewdotions passed test wed: 
tiie p a riiame nt of tire mainly 
Russian-speaking territory. 


Peace talks tackle two of 
toughest Mideast issues 

U.S. renews support for Palestinians’ right 
of return, but says issue should be negotiated 


Plight and fate of refugees 
on focus at Ottawa meeting 


Israel is surprised at U.S. 
statement, seeks ‘clarification’ 


MIDEAST TALKS on two of the 


Wednesday in Ottawa and Vien- 
na where delegates were tackling 
the pfigbt of Palestinian refugees 
and how to share scarce water 
resources. 

Talks in Washington on arms con- 
trol, which have developed into a 
seminar on crisis av oi dan ce and man- 
agement techniques, entered their 
third and firad day. 

The meetings ire part of a process 
designed to support and co mp l e m en t 
the main Arab-Israch peace talks 
which began last October in Madrid 
and recently completed their fifth 
mood having achieved minimal prog- 
ress. 

But toe inclusion of Palestinian 
“exiles" from outside tbe- teach- 
occ up ied territories in two of toe five 
sessions — on econom ic deve l opment 
in Brussels and refugees in Ottawa — 
led to an Israeli boycott of those two 
meetings- 


Israel argued that dealing with di- 
aspora Palestinian opened the way for 
dbcassion of their right of return. ' 
The United States angered Israel 
even more mi Tuesday when it said it 
backed a 1948 U.N. resolution that 
Palestinians had a right to return to 
foetr homes or receive compensation. 

Set beside a Syrian and Lebanese 
boycott of aQ five sessions, the Israeli 
absence highli gh ted toe difficulties 
sarronmfing tbe Middle East peace 
process, which has succeeded in 
gener atin g a host of international 
meetings bat pot in bridging the real 
gaps between the parties. 

In Brussels, where a two-day ses- 
sion on economic development 
.wound up on Tuesday, toe Palesti- 
nian team made this very point. 

“The key to the doon of regional 
cooperation, presently dosed, can 
only be provided by a successful 
outcome to the bfiatoal talks.” the 
delegation said in a statement. 

(Continued on page 5) 


THE UNITED STATES, clar- 
ifying its position on the right of 
Palestinians to return to their 
homes in Britisb-mandate Pales- 
tine, said on Wednesday such 
issues toast be negotiated directly 
Israel and Palestinians. 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret TotwBer reiterated U.S. 
support for two United Nations re- 
solutions endorsing tbe right of return 
bat stressed at a news briefing: 

“The issues raised m both these 
resolutions, like those raised in many 
other U.N. resolutions relating to the 
Arab-bradi conflict, can only be 
resolved through a process of direct 
negotiations among tbe parties them- 
selves.” 

Tbe United States’ position on 
Palestinians’ right of return goes to 
the heart of multilateral talks on 
Mideast regional issues taking place 
this -week, especially refugee talks in 
Ottawa and economic taifai in Brus- 
sels which Israel has boycotted be- 


cause Palestinian exiles are mi«ng 
part. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yhhzak Sha- 
mir’s spokesman expressed surprise 
Wednesday at Washington's renewed 
support for toe right of Palestinians to 
return to their homeland. 

Spokesman Blind Gd said Israel 
has also asked for an explanation for 
tbe statement. 

In response to a reporter's ques- 
tion, Ms. Tutwikr Tuesday reaf- 
firmed U.S. support United Nations 
General Assembly Resolution ISM 
passed in December 1948. 

The UJM. resolution says Palesti- 
nian exiles should be permitted to 
return or receive compensation for 
homes they fled or were driven from 
in the 1948 independence war. 

“If indeed she said it we are sur- 
prised and we have instructed our 
embassy in Washington to ask for 
clarifications from the American 
administration," Mr. Gol responded 

(Contfamed mi page 5) 


Water problem tabled at Vienna meeting 


ARABS, ISRAELIS and other 
diplomats met Wednesday to dis- 
cuss sharing water, as the chair- 
man of the 38-natiou conference 
warned against high expectations 
over the Middle East’s most pre- 
cious resource. 

Water is considered so vital to 
long-term security in the Middle East 
that a separate meeting on its use was 
established as part of the U.S.- 
sponsored Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Even if Arabs and Israelis can find 
a way to make peace, the struggle for 
water cookl explode into new con- 
flicts. 

“Unless steps are taken, the water 
issue will develop into a major oon- 
flict in the Middfc East," said Profes- 
sor Elias Salameh erf Jordan Umvetsi- 

ty- 

“The region’s population will dour 
Me by 2010," said Safauneh, a leatfom 
Arab hydrologist, speakhm ahead of 
the co nfer e n ce in a telephone inter- 


view fretn Amman. ** WoU need twice 
as incL water as we have now.” 

Israel and tbe Arabs have dashed 
constantly over the region's water 
since foe Jewish state was founded in 
1948. 

But tfae conflict transcends Israeh- 
Axab rivalries, pitting Turkey against 
neighbours Syria and Iraq, and Egypt 
against Ethiopia and Sudan. 

The chairman of the dosed two-day 
Austria’s Alexander Christ- 
ian], swd as delegates convened that 
agreement was a long way off. 

“We’re not going to negotiate any 
kind of final treaty here " he told 
reporters, describing tbe conference 
as “an effort to put things on track." 

FWe key Afiddle East states — 
Iran, Iraq, Lebanon, Libya and Syria 
— were absent from toe Vienna 


Mr. Christiani said Iren, Lebanon 
and Syria had refused to participate, 
app aren t ly seeing tittle use to the 
talks with lack of progress at Isneti- 
Pale stinm n talks. 


Dan Zaslavsky, head of the Israeli 
delegation, appealed fin cooperation 
at tbe talks despite traditional ten- 
sions. 

The issue of water use has to be 
“discussed now, whether we have 
peace or not,” be told the Austria 
press agency. 

Iraq and Libya were not umted 
“for toe obvious reasons,” Mr. 
Christiani said. 

Organisers described the confer- 
ence as a working meeting which 
would not produce any formal docu- 
ment, but act as a starting pornt in a 
multilateral debate an foe region's 
pressing water problem. 

“Realistically we’re trying to put 
this tinqg cm foe right track,” Mr. 
Christiani told reporters. 

“We hope that it will not be over- 
shadowed by the political statements 
between the different rides," he said. 

“We hope that pofitical wOfingneas 
wiD transcend toe restating of sterile 
positions.” 

Opening addresses to the confer- 


ence stressed the need for reliable 
exchange of data and major capital 
♦investment in tbe region. 

Delegates said later discussions 
were Gkdy to focus an disputes over 
the right to take water'frun rivets' 
which flow across more than one 
border, and on alternative water 
sources. 

Tbe Jordanian delega tio n is led by 
Dr. M anther Hadaadin, former 
director of the Jordan Valley Author- ' 

ity- 

Dr. Haddadin wiD submit a work- 
ing paper stressi ng toe need for the 
restoration of the usurped rights of 
the Palestinian people in implementa- 
tion of U.N. Security Council resolu- 
tions as a pro-requisite fin- coopera- 
tion among the countries of the re- 
gion in water-related affairs. 

Palestinian repres e ntatives are ex- 
pected to raise the issue of Israel's use 
of scant water supplies in toe occn- 
paed territories. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Solh designated to 
form new cabinet 


Israel’s new firing 
rule under more fire 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi on Wednesday 
designated parliament member 
Rashid Solh, a Smmi Muslim, to 
form a new cabinet to deal with 
the country's worsening econo- 
mic crisis. 

A lawyer by profession, Mr.. 
Solh hails from a prominent Sun- 
ni dan that gave Lebanon three 
other prime mimteis in 48 years. 
He was prime minister when tfae 
civil war broke out in 1975, but 
resigned 40 days later. 

Ms designation - capped two 
days of consultations carried out 
by Mr. Hrawi with members of 
Lebanon’s 108-seat, single cham- 
ber pariiament on tbe new bead 
of cabinet 

Mr. Solh, 66, was nominated 
for the post by 77 deputies, which 
gave him the majority required 
by the constitution to form a new 
cabinet 

Mr. Solh will carry out a round 
of consol tations with parliament 
members and former prime mins- 
ters on the formation of a new 
cabinet to replace the 30-man 
half-Christian, half-Mnslim 
cabinet of Prime Minister Omar 
Kararm who resigned May 6. 

Mr. Solh was expected, to 
announce ins cabinet before ex- 
piration of a May 18 deadline set 
by 350,0004trong General Feet 
eration of Labour Unions to re- 
gime a nafonwide strike if a new 
cabinet were not formed to deal 
with the country’s economic 
crisis. 

Mr. Kanum resigned after two 
days of nationwide violence by 
workers .protesting .against tfae 
' worst economic crisis in the conn- 
tty’s 48 yearn of independence. 

. Lebanon’s economy, ravaged 


by the 1975-1990 civil war, has 
slipped into even deeper chaos 
since the conflict ended in Octo- 
ber 1990. 

• The Lebanese pound, once the 
roundest currency in the Middle 
East, rated 2.5 to the U.S. dollar 
before outbreak of the civD strife. 
It phnnmeted to 2,100 to the 
dollar last week. , 

Tbe nosedive from 880 to the 
.dollar in Fehruay soot prices sky 
high in a nation that imports 85 
per cent of its basic needs. 

“We have to see what team he 
derides on to see if they are ready 

• to grasp the nettle,** said a West- 
ern enovy. “The cabinet most 
make some very hard derisions 
very quickly to succeed.” 

Diplomats said die cabinet 
needed to end widespread official 
corruption and win confidence by 
showing some independence 
from Damascus. This would help 
attract foreign aid and investment 
to revitalise tbe economy.. . 
'"They added that several 
. cabinet blueprints quoted by offi- 
cial sources indicated the new 
team would be much the same as 
the K&rami government and 
would suffer the same problems. 

Many Lebanese said they 
doubted Mr. Solh was up to tbe 
tongfa task. m 

“I ask God to help me in tins 
hard task and to succeed in it," 
said the Lawyer,, whose first 
term as prime nimkrer was cut 
short in 1975 by the start of 15 
yean of civil war. 

*T am sore afi Lebanese are 
looting today to pot an end to the 
tragic economic sittiation ... at 
the same time I will do my best to 
ensure national reconciliation,” ' 
be told reporters. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — A Palestinian hu- 
man rights group said on 
Wednesday secret changes in 
Israeli army firing rules apparent- 
ly let soldiers shoot without warn- 
ing any Palestinian suspected of 
being armed even with a chain or 
a stone. 

A1 Haq, an affiliate of the 
International Commission of Jur- 
ists, said the changes had contri- 
buted to a recent sharp increase 
in Mllmgt by both uniformed 
forces and undercover units 
targeting wanted activists in the 
occupied ter ri tories. 

The army has acknowledged it 
“adjusted’’ the firing regulations 
this year bat has denied charges 
by Palestinian and Israeli human 
rights groups of a deliberate 
sltoot-to-kill policy. It refuses to 
detail tbe orders. 

“Although the scope and ex- 
tent of their expansion remain 
nndear, the new rt^itiations now 
apparently permit armed forces 
to shoot to till, without warning, 
any Palestinian suspected of car- 
rying a weapon,” said a report by- 
A1 Haq. 

‘The expanded regulations, for 
tbe first time appear to include 
chains and stones (with no qual- 
ification) in their definition of 
weapon,” it said. 

A2 Haq said tbe chang es ipp ri e 
without announcement on Feb. 2 
also allowed soldiers to fire at 
fleeing inspects after either 
shooting a wanting or firing in the 
air. Previous regulations required 
both. 

According to a Renter count, 
52 of 898 Palestinians tilled by 
Israelis during the more than 
foar-year-oJd Palestinian revolt 


against Israeli occupation have 
died this year. At least 20 were 
kille d by nndercover agents. 

Major-General Danny Yatom, 
commander in the West Bank, 
said last week that Israel had 
changed its open fire rules be- 
cause of an increase in armed 
attacks by Palestinians late last 
year. 

Israeli soldiers, meanwhile, 
shot and wounded nine Palesti- 
nians in two separate incidents in 
tbe occnpied territories on 
Wednesday, Palestinians and 
army sources said. 

In Jerusalem, a Palestinian 
wielding a knife stabbed and 
lightly injured a Jewish boy, 
police said. 

Tbe attacker, who was carrying 
a leaflet issued by tbe Muslim 
fundam entalist Hamas group, 
was arrested with a knife in his 
hand, Israel Radio and a police 
spokeswoman said. 

The victim was slightly injured 
in tfae shoulder ami hospitalised, 
and the Palestinian was beaten by 
bystanders before police got to 
him and arrested him. He was not 
immediately identified. 

Dozens of Israelis crowded the 
area after the attack, some shoot- 
ing “Death to the Arabs.” “Let 
us tifi him,” said Tamar Ben- 
David, 30, who was at the centre 
doing her shopping. 

Palestinians said eight people 
were wounded, one seriously, 
when soldiers opened fire at a 
crowd of people in the Gaza Strip 
Rafeh refugee camp after a fire 
bomb was buried at an army jeep. 

An Israeli army spokeswoman 
said the soldiers shot -and wotmd- 

(Coatiraed «n page 5) 
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Thdr Majesties Kfog Hnssefn and Queen Noor leave for the Netherlands Wednesday (Photo by 
Yousef A1 ’Allan) 

I 

King, Queen arrive in the Hague 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty 
King Hussein arrived in the 
Netherlands on Wednesday for 
talks on Middle East peace and 

economic cooperation. 

The King would also address a 
world forum of businessmen and 
economists meeting there before 
leaving for London on Friday, 
where he is scheduled to meet 
Prime Minister John Major. 

The King was accompanied by 
Her Majesty Queen Noor, Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and a number of economists and 
private-sector investors. 

High on King Hussein’s agen- 
da are die peace process and 
means of enhancing relations 
with the two European countries. 

Upon their arrival in the Hague 
King Hussein and Queen Noor 
were received by Dutch Crown 


Prince William Alexander and 
senior Dutch officials as well as 
the Jordanian ambassador to the 
Netherlands. 

f gf^r in the afternoon Their Ma- 
jesties met with Queen Beatrix in a 
East meeting with Dutch officials. 

The lecture the King wfll deliv- 
er in Holland in entitled “The 
Middle East and die Need for 
new International Policies:” 

A Jordanian delegation is cur- 
rently visiting the Netherlands for 
talks with Dutch officials on ways 
of enhancing bilateral coopera- 
tion and increasing the volume of 
trade between the two countries. 

King Hussein and Queen Noor 
were seen off at the airport by 
their Royal Highnesses Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prince Abdullah 
Ben al Hussein and Prince Faisal 
Ben Al Hussein in addition to 


several members of the royal 
family. 

The King and the Queen were 
also seen off by the speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses of 
Parliament, the chief chamber- 
lain, the deputy prime ministers, 
ministers, the King's private 
chamberlain, the chairman of tbe 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, the director 
of the Public Security Depart- 
ment, several senior government 
and military officials, the Dutch 
honourary consul in Amman and 
the British ambassador to Jordan. 

Crown Prince Hassan was 
sworn in before King Hussein and 
in toe presence of tbe cabinet 
members to save as Regent while 
His Majesty is abroad. 

Royal Court Chief Khaled Al 
Karaki and Minister of Industry 
and Trade Abdullah Ensour are 
also accompaying the King. 


Palestinians hail King’s gesture 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestinian Muslim 
leaders in toe Israeli-occupied 
territories Wednesday welcomed 
His Majesty King Hussein’s con- 
tribution to and support for re- 
novating Islam’s holiest shrines in 
Jerusalem. 

In a statement issued in Jeru- 
salem, the Higher Mamie Coun- 
cil said they favour King Hus- 
sein’s $8.25 million donation and 
oppose other involvement in the. 
affairs of Islamic holy places in 
Jerualem. 

“The Higher Islamic Council 
... wants to direct attention to the 
pofitical dangers that may arise 
frbm the intervention of foreign 
or international bodies in direct* 
or indirect work relating to the Al 


Aqsa mosque or any part of its 
yards,” the statement said. 

King Hussein, whose govern- 
ment remains formally responsi- 
ble for Islamic holy places in 
Jerusalem, announced Monday 
he was paying $8.25 mfltion of his 
own money into a fund for re- 
novating the 7th-centuxy shrine. 

Kong Hussein’s decision to pro- 
vide his own funds to restore 
Jerusalem's Dome of the Rock 
should Mode outside intervention 
in the shrines, the head of a 
mosque restoration committee 
said. 

A Royal Court spokesman said 
in Amman the King had sold a 
small country bouse near London 
to raise funds for the bequest. He 
gave no further details. 


The donation to install a fire 
alarm and repair tbe gold- 
coloured dome of one of Islam's 
holiest shrines was announced 
Monday. 

“The donation was a decisive 
move which put matters in tbe 
right legal prospective," Sheikh 
tzzedine Al Khatib Al-Tamimi, 
head of an Amman -based com- 
mittee in charge of restoring Al 
Aqsa mosque and the nearby 
Dome of the Rock since 1952, 
said. 

Sheikh Tanrimi, also minister 
of Islamic endowments an reli- 
gious affairs, said the gesture 
ensured bis committee would re- 
main in control of restorations, 
assuring they are done properly. 


Russia, Afghanistan signal new ties 


KABUL (AP) — Afghanistan's 
Islamic government announced, 
Wednesday it would let a prison- ' 
er of war (PoW) go back to 
Moscow. 

The guerrilla-led government’s 
defence minister, Ahmad Shah 
Masood, announced the release 
in a meeting with Russian Fore- 
ign Minister Andrei Kozyrev, 
who arrived in Kabul Wednes- 
day. He called the release “the 
first step for the development of 
relations between our two coun- 
tries.” 

Mr. Masood, who battled 
Soviet farces for 10 years in 
northern Afghanistan during 
Moscow’s 10-year occupation, 


said the soldier, whom be did not 
name, would fly backto Moscow 1 
with Mr. Kozyrev on Thursday. 

During an bourkmg meeting 
unto Kozyrev, Masood reiterated 
an Afghan government request 
for war reparations. 

“It is obvious that our country 
has been destroyed totally,” Mr. 
Masood told reporters after tbe 
meeting as he stood by Mr. 
Kozyrev's side. “It should be 
constructed again.” He raid Rus- 
sia should help Afghanistan re- 
build based on “humanitarian 
and moral grounds.” 

Mr. Kozyrev agreed but said 
Russia was also interested in 
Afghanistan for economic 


reasons. 

Earlier on Wednesday, Mr. 
Kozyrev met with Afghan Presi- 
dent Sibghatullah Mojaddidi. 
Afterwards, he said: “It's a real 
new beginning for a relationship 
between two countries who were 
victims of communist totalitarian- 
ism.” 

Mr. Kozyrev said his discus- 
sions with Mr. Mojaddidi in- 
cluded “the security and stability 
erf the region.” 

Russia is concerned about the 
influence of an Islamic: govern- 
ment in Afghanistan on the Cen- 
tral Asian republics, most notably 
Tajikistan. 


Ahlan wa Sahlan 

The Arab Orthodox Societies and their members 

extend a heartfelt welcome to 
His Beatitude Alexis II 
Patriarch of Moscow and all Russia 
and wish him a pleasant stay in Jordan, the country that achieved 
democracy and pluralism through its Arab traditions under the 
leadership of our monarch 

His Majesty King Hussein 
and 

His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 

The Arab Orthodox Society, Orthodox Club, the Orthodox Educational Society 



* 


Arabs want Jerusalem 
status discussed now 


Kuwait to step up security 
after rise in violence 


C ATRO (R) — Palestinians back- 
ed bv influential Arabs said on 
Wednesday they plan to trigger 
debate on 'the future status of 
Jerusalem at this week's multi- 
lateral peace talks. 

“Jerusalem should be discussed 
from this moment because its 
status affects several related 
issues." Nabil Sha'ath, a key 
architect of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation’s (PLO) peace 
policy, told Reuters. 

Dr.- Sha’ath said Palestinians 
would raise Jerusalem as an issue 
in four of the five multilateral 
committees they are attending. 
They were not invited to the 
regional disarmament fomm. 

Israel, which refuses to discuss 
Jerusalem at any stage of the 
talks and calls the Holy City its 
“eternal capital." annexed Arab 
East Jerusalem after the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Terms of reference of the Mid- 
dle East peace talks set by co- 
sponsors Moscow and Washing- - 
ton have put off discussion of 
Jerusalem until the final stage of 
the complex process to try to 
bring lasting peace to the region. 

But Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa told Cairo Television 
on Tuesday night: “Waiting to 
discuss Jerusalem in the end 
might not lead to the desired aim 
... it must be discussed and at the 
multilateral stage." 

Egypt, one of Washington's 
closest Arab allies, is the only 
Arab state at peace with Israel. 
Cairo has spearheaded Arab de- 


mands to form a separate multi- 
lateral com mi tee to discuss Jeru- 
salem, site of Islam’s third holiest 
shrine. 

“Jerusalem is important and 
central to the peace process. I 
and many others believe a com- 
mittee to discuss die status of 
Jerusalem must be formed be- 
cause the issue is highly compli- 
cated,” Mr. Musa said. 

The United States has assured 
Arabs that Jerusalem and its 
Arab inhabitants would join at 
the last stage of the process to 
discuss the final status of occu- 
pied territories. 

But Washington, which does 
not recognise -Jerusalem as 
Israel's capital, sees bringing up 
the issue now as a “non-starter.” 

The talks launched in Madrid 
at the historic Middle East peace 
conference in October are being 
followed up with bilateral talks 
and multilateral negotiations 
which started this week. 

Talks on the final status of the 
occupied territories are supposed 
to start years after Palestinians 
and Israelis agree on interim self- 
nile for the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Arabs say these talks will 
include Jerusalem while Israel 
says they will not. 

Dr. Sha'ath, main political aide 
to PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
said Palestinians would raise the 
issue of Jerusalem in two commit- 
tees boycotted by Israel, those on 
economic development and re- 
fugees. 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait is step- 
ping up internal security to curb 
violence that has surged just over 
a year after the end of a brutal 
war to end Iraqi occupation. 

Crown Prince and Prime Minis- 
ter Sheikh Saad A1 Abdullah Al 
Sabah was quoted ou Wednesday 
as saying the violence “has evil 
aims to destabilise the security of 
the country, foment dissension 
and fragment our national unity." 

Loral newspapers said be was 
speaking during an emergency 
meeting on Tuesday night with 
Interior Minister Sheikh Ahmad 
Hamoud Al Xaber Al Sabah and 
security officials to discuss ways 
of controlling the violence. 

The Crown Prince urged secur- 
ity forces to do more to protect 
Kuwaitis and “not to be lenient in 
applying the law.” He asked resi- 
dents to be on the lookout for 
suspicious people. 

Officials said they had not yet 
determined whether those behind 
- the trouble were Kuwaitis or out- 
siders. 

In one recent incident an ex- 
plosion went off near the home of 
a university dean. A renowned 
actor was the target of a 
machinegun attack in another. 

No one was hurt and no group 
has claimed responsibility. 

The dean, Hilal Al Sayer, 
angered Muslim fundamentalists 
last year by banning women stu- 
dents in veils. Fundamentalists 
strongly denied media hints they 
were, behind the explosion. - 


Hie two incidents .sparked re- 
newed rails for the collection of 
weapons held by Kuwaitis — ( 
many seized from Iraqi troops* 
after they were routed last year. 

Many Kuwaitis have ignored 
repeated government calls over 
die past year for the surrender of 
the arms. 

Social workers and government 
officials report a 48 per cent jump 
in crime, blaming tins on the 
seven-month Iraqi occupation. 

Violence was also discussed on 
Tuesday at a secret session of the 
partially-elected National 
Council. 

Council member Abdul Karim 
Al Juhaidi had angrily asked the 
interior minister to resign, charg- 
ing he was unfit for the job. 

A council statement called on 
the government to take steps to 
improve security and. implement 
“speedy and decisive measures to 
collect arms and ammunition left 
behind by the Iraqi forces.” 

Western diplomats say the gov- 
ernment was concerned that vio- 
lence might increase with the 
approach of the country's first 
general elections for six years due 
in October. 

“The tradition in this country 
has been to settle political differ- 
ences peacefully. Now the gov- 
ernment is worried that might 
change because of the huge 
amounts of weapons in the hands 
of the people," one diplomat 
said. 


Many Iraqi birds, animals in danger of extinction 


BAGHDAD (R) — Many spe- 
cies of birds and animals in Iraq 
are under threat of extinction as a 
result of warfare, industrialisa- 
tion and overhunting, a govern- 
ment official says. 

Civil war m the Kurdish north, 
the 1980-88 Iran -Iraq war and the 
Gulf war made the government 
neglect wildlife. 

“We have to move, and move 
quickly,” said Dr. Abdel Abdal- 
lah, director-general of the En- 
vironment Protection Centre 
(EPC). “Otherwise, there will be 
no wildlife here within a short 
period of time." 

Dr. Abdullah says aquatic 
birds are at risk. The building of 
farms and industrial installations 
in Takrit and Beiji, north of 
Baghdad, has forced once-plenti- 
fu! ducks to flee. 


“The area was a breeding 
ground . Ploughs of tractors, 
cranes, bulldozers and tracks in- 
vaded their habitat,” Dr. Abdul- 
lah said. 

Overturn ting by marsh Arabs 
in the south is threatening wild 
geese which used to be common 
there. They use nets to catch 
thousands which they sell in 
Baghdad and other cities, he said. 

Iraq has issued laws to protect 
species, bnt the EPC has little 
power to enforce them. .The gov- 
ernment has planned so-called 
“wildlife preservation centres,” 
where threatened animals and 
birds wOl be cared for. 

“The use of nets, automatic 
rifles, poison or cars to kill anim- 
als and birds is forbidden by law, 
but who could supervise the ex- 


tensive marshlands?" Dr. Abdul- 
lah said. 

He said hunting had caused a 
drop in breeding by eagles and 
falcons. “The white-tailed sea 
eagle is no longer to be found in 
Iraq, and the peregrine falcon 
will soon be extinct as it is being 
hunted in a crazy manner and* 
sold at high prices.” 

Sparrows and pigeons are the 
only two kinds of birds which do 
not need protection in Laq, said 
Faris George, an EPC official. 

Dr. George has a long list of 
animal species which he says will 
perish- if authorities do not act 
immediately to; protect them. 

The fox and the stone marten, 
hunted for their fur in several 
parts of Iraq, are among tire 
endangered species. 


Th e-brown bear may have died 
out already. “It was found in 
good numbers in die 1950s in the 
north, but I believe there may be 
no more,” Dr. George said. 

The gazelle is another’ 
threatened species. Poachers 
osed what Dr. George described 
as “vicious hunting methods em- 
ploying, among other things, 
automatic rifles.” 

A 1989 law places a fine of 
5,000 dinars ($16,000 at the offi- 
cial rate) and a jail term of at 
least one month on gazelle hun- 
ters, but EPC officials believe 
without strict enforcement tittle 
could be done to save the animal. 

Only the wild boar . is available 
in fair numbers. 

“Muslims abhor the animal. 
Islam forbids followers eating its 
meat,” Dr. George said. 


Ethiopia 

announces 

regional 

elections 


ADDIS ABABA (R) — 
Ethiopia's new rulers said have 
that regional elections would be 
held on June 6 and appealed for 
aid to buy voters cards and loud 
bailers in the first major test of 
democratic reform. 

“We face tremendous logistical 
problems and our financial re- 
quirements have not been met,” 
Election Commission Vice-Presi- 
dent Dawrt Johannes told the 
diplomatic corps at a meeting also 
attended by journalists: 

He appealed for $8.5 million in 
aid to finance the elections in 14 
newly-created regions muter a 
bold new scheme to ease ethnic 
tensions in the long-divided 
country. 

The transitional government 
needs to buy evertbing connected 
with the democratic process 
ignored by its predecessor under 
dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
overthrown one year ago. 

The $8.5 million would be used 
to buy everything from 33 million 
voters cards to 30,000 loud hailers’ 
needed for political campaigning. 

Federal-style governments will 
be set up by the elections as part 
of- what political analysts see as 
the only way to satisfy ethnic 
de mands and prevent a return to 
decades of guerrilla warfare that 
pushed Ethiopia to the brink of 
collapse. 

Diplomats said polls were like- 
ly to be hampered by tensions 
between armed groups that have 
turned to bloodshed several times 
since the transitional government 
was formed 10 months ago. 

Starvation threatening eight 
million people was also bound to 
affect the poll, they said. 

Tensions between Ethiopia’s - 
80 ethnic groups have already 
disrupted the election of local 
councils set up to disarm the 
population and establish police 
forces regional voting. 

Worst-hit is die southeast of the , 
country where factions representing 
Ac large Oromo tribe have Mamed 
tire ndrthera-based 
Ethiopian Peoples Revolutionary 
Democratic Front (EPRDF), 
which dominates the transitional 
government, of interfering with 
the local council elections. 


school in 
S. Lebanon 

'AIN BOUSWAR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Israeli planes des- 
troyed a school and wounded 
three pro-Iranian Hizboliah (Par- 
ty of God) guerrillas in their first 
air raid into South Lebanon in 
three months. 

Security sources said the planes 
attacked three positions of the 
Islamic resistance, a resistance 
alliance led by Hizboliah, In Iqlim 
Al Toufah area about 40 
kilometres sooth of Beirut. 

Witnesses ''said the planes, fir- 
ing rockets and dro pp ing bombs 
with time delay fuses which ex- 
ploded long after the raid, des- 
troyed a seboolhouse before 
dawn in the village of ‘Ain Boos-’ 
war. 

At least three Hizboliah mili- 
tants were wounded when the 
planes attacked their position in 
the village of Louwrizeh, just 
outside Israel’s self-declared 
“security zone” in South Leba- 
non, the witnesses added. 

The Israeli army said its planes 
had damaged Hizboliah “targets” 
before returning safely to base. 

Nearly four hours after the 
raid, at least three explosions, 
believed caused by delayed action 
bombs dropped by the raiding 
planes, rocked the targeted areas. 

Reporters saw smoke billowing 
from the scene after the Masts. 

Before the planes attacked, 
guerrilla positions in the province 
tired two volleys of Katyusha 
rockets into the “security zone,” 
near the town of Aisinyye, caus- 
ing no casualties or serious dam- 
age, police said. 

It was not dear whether the air 
raid was a retaliation for the 
Katyusha barrage. 

In Beirut, Hizboliah refused to 
comment on the Katyusha attacks 
but said there were no casualties 
among Shnte guerrillas from the 
Israeli air raid. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Iran, Australia study mining cooperation 

NICOSIA (AP) — Gareth Evans, Australian minister for foreign, 
affairs and trade, said Tuesday that hut nation is ready to help,, 
build factories in Iran, the offidal lslamicRepuMicNews Agency' 
reported. The agency said Mr. Evans node the statement during al 
meeting with the minister of mines and metals, Mohammad; 
Hussein Mahlouji, before winding up a two-day visit to Tehran. : 
Mr. Evans said Australia conkl help bufid cement factories, a zinc 
refinery awl a smelting plant m the central Iranian city of Mahan,, 
the agency reported. He added his country is interested in . 
cooperating with Iran on mine projects, inducting exploration of 
the Mouteh gold mines in Isfahan province. For ids part Mr.’. 
Mahlouji invited Australian companies to make joint itivestraratsi 
with Iran in iron ore exploitation, and in expanding the capacity 
of the copper industry to 300,000 tons: On Tuesday, Mr. Evans- 
met in Tehran with Foreign Minister Ali Akbar Vdayati and" 
Minister of Reconstruction Gholamreza Forouzesh. When he. 
arrived on Monday, Mr.- Evans gave bis government’s official 
apology for an attack on Tehran’s embassy in Canberra by an~ 
Iranian dissident group. , 

Minor quake hits northern Turkey 

HAVZA, Turkey (AP) — An earthquake measuring 4.5 on the.. 
Richter scale hit toe Black Sea province of samstrn on Wednes- 
day. the Anatolia news agency reported. The quake, which was^ 
centered 40 kilometres away in Amasya province, did not cause 
any damage, the agency said. Officials of the Kandilli observatory, 
in Istanbul said the ’quake struck at 2:30 a.m. (0030 GMT}' 
Wednesday, the news agency said. The Richter scale is a gauge of 
the energy released by an earthquake, as measured by the ground'-! 
motion recorded on a seismograph. A quake of magnitude 5 can , 
cause considerable damage. - 7J 

Plot to bomb Addis Ababa airport foiled 

ADDIS ABABA (R) — Ethiopia said on Wednesday police foiled 
an attempt by a famed ex-serviceman to blow up Addis Ababa 
airport. Official radio reported that Mustafa Abdurahman was - 
arrested with explosives he intended to use to blow up die 
capital's airport and its fuel dump. It said he had been hired by the 
Islamic Front for the Liberation of Oromo, one of six oiganfea-’ 
tions which represents the Oromo people, Ethiopia’s largest tribe. 
It holds three seats in the 87-member National Assembly of the 
transitional government which took power when dictator Mengu- 
tu Haile Mariam was toppled one year ago. The government is 
dominated by the northern-based Ethiopian Peoples Revolution- 
ary Front. 

Taxman killed in Istanbul 

ISTANBUL (R) — Two gunmen lolled a tax collector outside his 
Istanbul home on Wednesday. Turkey’s deadliest leftist guerrilla; 
group said it was responsible, claiming the victim was a r 
plainclothes policeman, Anatolian news agency said. Kenan 
Karahan, 37, was shot in the head inside his car in the Sefakoy 
district- The assailants fled. 


Sudan — terrorist haven or propaganda victim? 


By Paul Eedte 

Reuter 

KHARTOUM — If you be- 
lieve Western officials. Sudan 
has become a safe haven for 
Islamic terrorists intent on 
undermining Western interests 
from deepest Africa to the 
oilfields of the Gulf. 

If you believe the Muslim 
militants who have taken pow- 
er in Khartoum since a military 
coup three years ago, Sudan is 
a victim of propaganda by 
Western powers which regard 
Islam as a threat to their neo- 
colonial influence. 

Hard Tacts to establish the 
truth are rare in this isolated, 
poverty-stricken city where 
telephones work intermittent- 
ly, newspapers and television 
are strictly controlled and the 
security service is all-perva- 
sive. Passion prejudice and 
fear distort words and 
thoughts. 

Western diplomats say they 
have fragmentary but compell- 
ing evidence that members of a 
wide range of groups they re- 
gard as terrorist have been 
passing through Sudan. 

"What we see is blips on a 
screen.” one senior envoy said. 
“What impressed us ... was 
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that suddenly after the Gulf 
war (in early 1991) these peo- 
ple seemed to be turning up 
here." 

He said groups detected in- 
cluded Lebanon’s Hizboliah 
and Islamic Jihad, both spon- 
sored by Iran and suspected of 
involvement in taking of West- 
ern hostages, Abu Nidal's mer- 
cenaries, who have been 
associated with both Libya and 
Iraq and Islamic extremists 
from Egypt. 

“The best description is they 
use this as a safe haven," the 
diplomat said, adding that re- 
ports of training camps in the 
desert were probably fanciful 
but the groups could use Khar- 
toum as a safe place to rest or a 
convenient point to contact 
sponsors or traineis. 

Sudan supported Iraq 
against a U.S.-led coalition of 
Western and Arab states in the 
Gulf war. It provoked Western 
suspicion and anger just before 
fighting broke out by releasing 
five Abu NidaJ men jailed for 
bomb attacks which killed five 
Britons in 1988. 

The diplomat said Iran’s Re- 
volutionary Guards had been 
supplying and training Sudan's 
Popular Defence Force, which 
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the government has been 
building to supplement the reg- 
ular army and instill an activist 
spirit into their young men. 

He added that the Iranian 
ambassador in Khartoum had 
been stationed in Beirut in 
1983 when the Iranian mission 
there was suspected of helping 
to organise a suicide bombing 
that trilled 241 U.S. marines. 

Hassan Tourabi. the learned 
and wily lawyer who leads the 
militants, and officials in both 
the government and the armed 
forces deny Western charges of 
links with terrorism. 

“There is absolutely no basis 
to most of their allegations, no 
basis of truth and it is ju$t that 
they believe anything because 
they don't have a background 
to judge new information," 
Mr. Tourabi said in an inter- 
view. ‘They are so ignorant of 
this part of the world and of 
Islam itself.” 

The spokesman for the 
armed forces. General 
Mo hammad Abdullah 
Aweida, said: “America and 
France and the Arab World 
and the West know that there 
is not even one Iranian in the 
Sudanese armed forces. That is 
propaganda.” 

There is no doubt, however. 


that the militants have estab- 
lished dose links with radicals 
all over the world and have 
cultivated an ever-closer 
friendship with the revolution- 
ary Islamic government in 
Iran. 

Mr. Tourabi is proud to ex- 
plain that Sudan has become 
“a" focus of interest for all 
Islamic movements" and “we 
know virtually all the workers 
for Islam in the world, in the 
West, in Asia, in Africa, the 
Arab World/’ 

Sudan and (ran have 
announced a $300 million a 
year trade deal under which 
Tehran will supply 25.000 bar- 
rels a day of erode oil in return 
for livestock and meat. 

Iranian revolutionary orga- 
nisations have set up high- 
profile operations in Khar- 
toum, such as the Martyrs' 
Foundation's large “Seal of the 
Prophets" medical centre. 
Businessmen reports seeing 
Iranians in uniform staying at a 
luxury hotel recently. 

There is also no doubt that 
Sudanese support for Islamic 
activists in other countries has 
induded providing a passport 
to Rached Ghannounchi, 


whose Nahda movement in 
Tunisia has accused by the 
government of plotting a coup 
last year and ruthlessly disman- 
tled by security forces. 

Irritated Western diplomats 
confirmed that the British 
embassy in Khartoum unwit- 
tingly issued Mr. Ghannounchi 
a visa after he applied using a 
Sudanese diplomatic passport 
with a misleading version of his 
name, supported by a letter 
from the Sudanese govern- 
ment. 

At heart, the truth may be a 
question of definition. One 
person’s terrorist is another’s 
freedom fighter' and Mr. 
Tourabi is careful to explain 
that there are circumstances 
under which Muslims "are en- 
titled to use force against 
force." 

He says he understands what 
he calls the excesses of the 
Iranian revolution and 
observes: “Now most Islamic 
movements* have been radical- 
ised a little bit by political 
persecution." 

So perhaps the safe haven 
for terrorists and the victim of 
propaganda may be the same 
place. It depends who’s 
talking. 
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**%Crown Fnnce stresses 
cooperation with China 

■*•1 ^ x; AMMAN. (Petra) — Hts Royal dom winch, he said, has been 
<3 uOn 1 Highness Crown Prince Hassan, affected by the general conditions 

"Pilfcii 5 Regent, Wednesday said that prcvwhng in the Middle East 


Ministry releases poverty study 






AMMAN. (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, Wednesday said that 
JioiidaitattadKd great importance 
to the development of its ties with 
Qrina tn the political and econo- 
mic fields, stressing the import- 
ance of continued consultations 
between the two countries. 

: . The .Crown Prince was speak- 


er 4&J; Chart with visiting Orinese De- 
Foreign Minister Yang Fu 
^iag Al Chang who outlined his country’s 
support for Jordan's endeavours 
political and economic 

fields/ 

The Crown Prince, who re- 
;r » caved from Mr. Yang a message 

addressed to His Majesty King 
'Hussein from the Chinese press- 
rkey ■ dent, laid stress to the impor tan ce 

J ' of continued cooperation among 

avjrijk the countries of Asia towards 
inviMj^fc'bmkfing up a world order where 
q’Bafc. . 4 jostice can prevafl. Prince Hassan 
ij’cc to the guest the general 

^AienaoMe situation in the King- 


Mr. Yang voiced China’s sup- 
port for the right of e«* nation 
to choose its own political system 
and expressed his country’s sup- 
port for Jordan’s balanced and 
moderate policies. Mr. Yang cal- 


oo-going dialogues between his 
country and the Arab World. 

Mr. Yang and his accompany- 
ing delegation earlier held a 
meeting with members of the 
Lower House of Parliament’s 
Foreign Affaire Committee. Dr. 
Hosni Shyab, the committee^ 
chairman, outlined the Jordanian 
Parliament’s various activities 
and development as well as the 
on-going democratic proce ss in 
the Kingdom. . 

Dr. Shyab also spoke about the 
ordeal of the Palestinian people 
under Israeli rule and the legiti- 
mate rights of the Palestinians. 



$ 


Roman Catholic Patriarch of Jerusalem Michel Sabbah 

Patriarch commends King’s 
restoration efforts in Holy City 


• — » Up AjLt ' suirvcu ui 
-‘IjS'j -Director of the National Centre 

■-> - jc tc !for Educational Research and 
:c had been wi? ! Development Victor A1 BiDeh. 
r..-. t.n c of ' « U nlik e the previous progia m- 
-mes to develop education, this 
:i> .'project, which will take ten years 

r when ‘. to compete, entails comprehen- 

JCll pi. isive changes that affect all aspects 
uJ'J* 8 ** -related to education at the va- 
r.ciRi^ ;rioas jdjooj levelSj £>,. Bilk* 
-noted. 

■ The Jordanian government is 
'being helped to carry out this 
, . ; immense task by the World 

. : ;Bank, the Japanese Economic 

- ^^Cooperation Fund and also by 
• ■ ■■ *1Cte United States Apencv for 


itions Children’s Fund (UN-. 
•ICEF), be said. 

In the course of implementing 


ates, helping them to 
first university degree, and up to 

4.000 university graduates to give 
them teaching sldDs and training. 

Dr. BiQeb said that in addition, 

45.000 teachers are to have on- 
the-job training, particularly 
those university graduates who 
will teach at the elementary level. 
According to Dr. Billeh, the 
education faculties at the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Yarmouk and 
Muta University will be de- 
veloped to turn out up to 2,000 
qualified teachers annually. 

In addition to training 
teachers, the comprehensive edu- 
cational overhauling process en- 
tails building schools to cope with 
the ever increasing number of 
students and to dispose . of rented 
bail dings. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Roman 
Catholic Patriarch of Jerusalem 
Michel Sabbah Wednesday de- 
scribed His Majesty King Hus- 
sein’s announcement of plans for 
the restoration of die Dome of 
the Rock in Jerusalem as a con- 
tinued effort on the part of the 
Hashemite family to safeguard 
toe holy places in Palestine. 

The Hashemite family has 
played a leading role since the 
downfall of the Ottoman rule in 
toe course of safeguarding Isla- 
mic holy places in Jerusalem and 
has been directly responsible for 
tiie holy shrines in the dty, said 
the patriarch in a statement to the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra. 

The King’s new endeavour is 
part of a long series of efforts 
exerted by the Hashemite family 
towards safeguarding the Islamic 
holy places, the patriarch added. 

On Monday, the King 
announced at a meeting with toe 
heads of Islamic and Chris tian 



a Ministry finalises labour law draft 


(Petra) — : The Bureau 
fin* Legislations of Laws at the 
Ministry has finalised a 
law draft which caters to 
contemporary Jordanian so- 
and economic situation and 
various Arab and mtematkm- 
agreements which were en- 
idcused by Jordan, Labour Mhns- 
Jter Abdnl Karim A1 Kabariti 
Announced Wednesday. 

!'•' The draft law will soon be 
Submitted to the Council of 
^Ministers for debate and endorse- 
f^nent in its final version before 
\ £teps will be taken for the new 
l tow to go through its constitution- 
{ al channels, said the minister. 

According to the minister, die 


new law covers labour-related 
and socio-economic develop- 
ments in' Jordan not existing in 
the old law and has provisions for 
new types, of workers and their 
rights and duties as well as their 
relations with their employers. 

For example, the new law has 
provisions for agricultural work- 
ers, coven matters related to. 
vocational training and provides 
protection for workers who sud-- 
denly become disabled, he noted. 

The new law makes it impera- 
tive for industrial institutions to 
accept tr ai nees and requires them 
to contribute to the cost of voca- 
tional training programmes which 
benefit workers who are later 


employed in various in d ustr ies, 
the minister noted. He sqid that 
these institutions will have- to 
contribute at the rate of one per 
cent of the total wages paid to its 
workers. 

According to the new law, chil- 
dren under 15 years of age will 
not be allowed to be employed in 
any business and those under 17 
years will not be employed in 
dangerous work, toe minister 
noted. 

With regard to women, the 
new law provides for paid 
maternity leave 10 weeks before 
and six weeks after delivery, the 
minister noted. He said working 
mother will have the right to take 


i European Film Festival 
lb be held in Amman 

‘ \ AMMAN — Under the patronage of Ms Royal H ighn ess Crown 
j • Prince Hassan, the fourth European Film Festival in Jordan will 
i ; take place May 17 to 24, 1992 at the Royal Cultural Centre in 

{ > Amman . 

• * The ex posure of the rich European culture through the films 
j) presented in the festival to the Jordanian audience will contribute 
•’ * to foster better understanding of people, 
i I The festival will open on Sunday, May 17, at 8 p.m.. Top Stars 
t i from eight of the European Community member states will be 
W shown on tins occasion, as follows; 




Heuy V 
How M aidmi 
Der Brack 
To Rcaabetiko 
El Cabemta 
Le Pfetit CrimfaMl 
Lo Zio Imlrngo 
EBne Yen 


Halted Kingdom 


Germany 

Greece 


France 

Italy 

Netherlands 


gfc -May 17 
fit May 18 
T* -May 19 
-May 20 
ft - May 21 
“May 22 
N: -Miy 23 
-May 24 


ri» Tickets are available free to the general public one day in 
a advance of each p r esentat io n. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

it uvMhnw— of seven artists from the occupied territories — 
Tamer BarakaL Sukhumi Maosoar, Nabft Aaacd, Vera 
Tamari, Jawad A! Malhi, Ya’eeob A1 Knrd and Khalil Sabah 
_ ^ Ah* 1 " 1 ITemf rri Sfrnnm Ft— ri ‘» au T — U« jh.-5 

p.UL 

it Art exHWhm by Irmjl artW Etawm Al Bodmtf te the Haurfug 

Bank Gaflery. 

* Art of Iraqi artist AH A1 MandalawPs works. 

Inspired by poems of toe great Arab poet Abdal Wahah A1 
feptf, at the Spanish Cultural Centre. 

* Exhfirftfcu of paintings by Jordanian artort Mohamad Aba 
Zrdq M AHa Art Galery. 

-tr EiMtitfou of pipings by five Matayatoatists at the National 

* Grifcry of Eta Arts, Jabal LnwdMeh. 

.fr EjhftitkmafpaiatlBgsbyRktoHiisHosaltheFWmkCiillnral 

Centre. 

FASHION 

& FaWaricfeshioodKrirorgaaiaed by Jaffa Soefc^ at the Royal 

Cultural Certre — 8 pA 

•TOP 

* Field trip myafacd I y to 

Mewafcar and Unaan A1 Rama. Departure Friday from Aon 
Hotel at 9 aju, . 


RJ GRADUATES HOSTESSES — Royal Jordanian (RJ), the 
national ahihe, Wednesday gr a d u ated 19 new boatemes, the 
second batch of its kind to a namber of weeks. Acoon&ng toanRJ 
statement, 19 of the gr a du a tes were from Yugos la via. It mid that 
the trateees received seven-week tratemg courses on services to 
passengers on bond RJ fHgfrts. At present, a total ef 10 Jordanian 
and wine Irish women are r ec ei v ing tra ini n g courses as hosteams 
and 13 crew ananbers employed by Gulf Air are dne here taday to 
take up make comaes with RJ, the st at e ment added. RJ Chief 
Executive Officer Mahmou d Jamal Balqax, who aMndri the 
gadnation cer e mo n y, pr v ren t ed the new h o stesses with thdr 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


Hlndawi to act as prime minister 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of 
P/hwtfinn Thouqao A1 Hindawi will be acting prime minister 
white Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker is abroad, according 
to a commamqne issued by Sharif Zeid is currently accompanying 
Jfis Majesty Kmg Hnsscin who is cm a visit to the Netherlands ana 
tiie United Kingdom. 

Jordan takes part In NAM meeting 

INDONESIA (Petra) — Jordan and 38 other countries are 
partic ipating in a meeting by toe Non-aligned Movement (NAM) 
member-states’ foreign ministers which started Wednesday. 
Jordan’s delegation to toe meeting, which will discuss ways of 
activating NAM’S role, is headed by Foreign Minister Kamel Abu 
. Jaber. The ministers participating ifl toe meeting will prepare 
Thursday and Friday the agenda of the movement’s summit which 
w01 be held m Jakarta in September. 

Princess opens charity bazaar 

AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising for Her Royal Highness Princess 
Alia Bint A1 Hussein, Her Highness Princess Nafe’a opened 
Wednesday at toe Royal Cultural Centre a charity bazaar 
organised by A1 Amal Society. The nine-day bazaar, whose 
proceeds wffl benefit tiie physically handicapped, includes hand- 
icrafts, artificial flowere, ceramics and knitwear. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A study pre- 
pared by toe Ministry of Social 
Development has found that 
three per cent of the Jordanian 
families live in abject poverty and 
that 25 per cent of the rest are 
generally poor mainly due to 
unemployment, toe big size of 
family* and toe disabilities of 
aduh fanrily members. 

The study released Wednesday 
said that poor families in Jordan 
fall into three categories as fol- 
lows First, those who are able to 
work but are not employed, 
second, those who work with 
limited income and are in need of 
more braining to i mp r o ve their 
siting and earn more income, 
while the third category indudes 
those who are not able to work 
•and earn income due to some 
kind of disability, with little pros- 
pect for rehabilitation and tzain- 


Aocording to toe study, the 
poor families generally have low- 
level education with little or no 
vocational training in any trade or 
its members suffer from diseases 
or disabilities. In addition, the 
existing charitable and other 
organisations which care for the 
poor in Jordan are either insuffi- 
cient in number or have very 
limited operations benefitting the 
poor, toe study noted. 

A study issued 'by the same 
ministry in October 1991 said that 
20,000 families in tiie Kingdom 
Kved in abject poverty and could 
have been classified as “starving 
groups had it not been for toe 
help and trickle of aid reaching 
them from Jordanian charitable 
organisations.” 

The ministry’s study confirmed 
an earlier survey conducted by 


the United Nations Childrens' 
Fund (UNICEF) which found 
that at least 33 per cent of Jorda- 
nians lived under the poverty 
line. The 1991 study said that the 
National Aid Fund, the Zakat 
Fund and the General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS) 
were instrumental in providing 
for the families in the abject 
poverty category. 

The National Aid Fund is said 
to be spending some JD 7 million 
annually to help meet the needs 
of the very poor families who 
receive up to JD 50 a month as 
they have no other source of 
income. 

According to the study pub- 
lished Wednesday, there are 
216,147 poor families in Amman 
of whom 1.1 per cent were found 
to be in abject poverty. In Zarqa, 
there are 79,000 poor families of 


whom 1.4 per cent are abjectly 
poor and in Irbid, there are 
122,000 poor families of whom 
1.7 per cent live in abject pover- 
ty. The study also gave a break- 
down of figures about poor fami- 
lies in Mafraq who total more 
than 19,000, in Karak nearly 
21,000, TaSeh, 7,000 families 
and Maan, 17,000 families. 

Asked to give reasons for their 
poverty, one third of the poor 
population said it was mainly due 
to unemployment, 26 per cent 
said it was due to the big size of 
the family and 12.6 per cent said 
that it was due to disabilities and 
illnesses among family members. 

The study also found that 54.2 
per cent of the total number of 
families in Jordan have an aver- 
age of 11.2 members, compared 
with a 7.2 average number of 
members in an average family- 


Repair project causes debate among merchants, municipality 


communities and religious lead- 
ers from the occupied territories 
that Jordan was undertaking a 
programme for the restoration of 
tiie Dome of the Rock. Later in a 
message to the brad of the com- 
mittee charged with the restora- 
tion work, the King announced 
that he was donating $8-25 mil- 
lion of his own funds and those of' 
the Hashemite family towards the 
restoration programme. 

The patriarch expressed hope 
that tiiis gesture would contribute 
to nniting the hearts and the 
efforts of people at a time when 
the Arab nation was going 
through a crucial stage which 
cannot tolerate any divisions. 

The patriarch expressed hope 
that the Muslims would unite and 
that Arabs would regain then- 
united action in toe course of 
at taining further progress. He 
also hoped that the Palestinian 
people’s problem would be set- 
tled justly and comprehensively. 


a: one year leave without pay to 
.look after her children, provided 
die does not work for another 
institution. 

The law prohibits the employ- 
ment of women in dangerous 
industries and offers working 
wives the right to leave without 
pay to acco m pany their husbands 
if transferred to another region,” 
provided the leave does not ex- 
ceed two years. 

The minis ter said that the new 
law provides for regulations con- 
cerning the employment and dis- 
missal of workers, end-of-work 
compensation and the creation of 
unions, among other important 
matters. 


AMMAN — A project for the 
restoration and repair of Wasfi A1 
Tall Street — or the so-called 
Gardens Street — in weste rn 
Amman caused heat ed de- 
bate amon g merchants on the 
street and tiie Greater Amman 
Municipality, with the shop own- 
ers threatening a strike ana other 
action. 

Shop owners, main sufferers of 
the construction works, formed a 
committee mntkttng of two per- 
sons who visited the Greater Am- 
man Municipality, and met Sal- 
tan Khleifat, tiie deputy mayor, 
and complained about toe speed 
with winch the work is being 
carried oat. The representatives 
felt that they did not receive the 
' attention from the deputy mayor 
they fett was their due. 

Imad Shakhatreh, who was 
elected chairman of the commit- 
tee told the Jordan Times: “The 
problem is now increasing be- 
cause people here feel they 
should do something before they 
waste another summer. If we do 
not see immediate positive re- 
sults, we will go on stnke. We will 
dose the road, dose the shops 
and sit in outside the Prime 
Mmstry. We will also invite fore- 
ign news agencies to report the 
situation.” 

Mr. Shakhatreh said that last 
summer a construction for rain 
drainage winch was supposed to 
be finhbed in two months lasted 
for four months, »ffm*** busi- 
new adversely because tiie sum- 


mer season is the time they rely 
on for business. The bad winter 
that the country faced added to 
the problems. These construc- 
tions now are increasing the 
seriousness of tiie situation. 

The fear of losing the summer 
season was also expressed by a 
furniture shop owner. He said, 
“We spent tbe whole winter pre- 
paring for the summer — which 
means freezing substantial sums 
of money in the form of frumture 
— awaiting the summer which is 
our high season. 

“A photography shop owner 
added, on the same lines, “Peo- 
ple are not going to walk amidst 
tins bomb-site to reach my shop.” 
He opened Ms shop three years 
ago and his income has dropped 
to one quarter of what it was. He 
said, “Our overheads are very 

high, and the wmmiir is vital tO 
US.” 

On tbe same street, a cafeteria 
which used, to remain open after 
midnight, now has to shut down 
around 8 p.m. The owner said, “I 
invested money in this cafeteria 
because it had potentials... bnt it 
has had nothing except disasters. 
My income has dropped drastical- 
ly and I am losing all my savings.” 

Further problems like termi- 
nating services of workers and 
«v^»iwg bank loan interests were 
identified. The committee, 
however, foresees the solutions 
to be . engaging more vehicles, 
workers and in constant supervi- 
sion to the work in order to 


hasten it and finish it far more 
quickly. Mr. Zmeili, one of the 
businessmen in tbe street said, 
‘“Tbe other side of the road could 
have been converted into a two 
way road to facilitate people's 
passage, and the municipality 
could, if it wished to make paths 
for pedestrians to reach the 
shops.” 

The general feeling was, 
however, that the municipality 
has bitten off more than it could 
chew, as Mr. Shakhatreh ex- 
plained. 'The work should be 
round the dock and liaison with 
other relevant authorities should 
be at its highest levels in terms of 
using their vehides, machinery, 
skilled workers etc... in order to 
finish the work quickly. We know 
that they have improved the work 
but it is just not enough.” 

Project engineer Falah A( 
Om onsh rationalised the whole 
situation. “Wasfi AI Tall road is 
situated in a valley and its soD is 
soft. Dne to these two elements 
and despite continued remedial 
operations on this road — the 
problems have never been wholly 
solved. This project is tackling 
the problems once and for all — 
hence the immensity of the job.” 
He added, “Most of tiie installa- 
tions in toe street have problems 
e.g. electricity, water, sanitation 
etc... liaison between different 
relevant authorities is at its high- 
est level.” 

On the question of working 


round ‘the dock, engineer Mr. I 
Omoush said that they are now 
doing two shifts — one from 7 j 
a.m. to 5 p.m. and the second i 
from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. However, 
he pointed out that because of the 
nature of the street, and the fact 
that toe digging must not cause 
any breakage in tbe already in- 
stalled piping, greater care is 
needed, and it is often necessary 
for some delicate clearing jobs 
around manholes, for example, 
to be done manually and in day 
light. 

We added that most of the 
clearing of the ate takes place at 
night now. Later on, all the 
asphalt layering will take place at ! 
night. He added “We have 
enough vechicles on site and we 
cannot bring in any more because 
of the street restrictions in terms i 
of its length and width. More 
vehides will obstruct the work — 
there will be no place for them to 
move. Besides, tbe work is not 
even, in ten square metres there 
are about six manholes... believe 
me it is much quicker and easier 
to open a street in the desert than 
to do the work we are engaged in 
here at the moment.” 

An off-site exhibition for the 
Eid Al Adha season was sug- 
gested by engineer Mr. Omush. 
He added: “Despite all that has 
been going on, we did not bear 
one positive alternative from the 
shop owners, that would help 
alleviate the problem.” 



MOUASHER 



COMPUTER SHOW 

WORKING FOR THE FUTURE ... FOR YOU 

A SYMPOSIUM AND EXPOSITION 
ON NEW TRENDS IN COMPUTING • 


You are invited to 
Ihe Amman Marriott Hotel 
Thursday May 14, 1 992 1 0am - 9pm 
Friday May 1 5, 1 992 1 0am - 9pm 
Saturday May 1 6, 1 992 1 0am - 5pm 



. SCIENTIFIC & MEDICAL SUPPLIES CO. TEL 624907 AMMAN. 
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Whereto now? 


IT IS probably appropriate that the foreign ministers of tk 
Non-Aligned Movement are holding their two-day meetings 
in Bali, Tnjonpflfl- BaU is a touristic island more conducive 
to relaxation than to serious deliberations. Since the future 
of the 163-member movement Is at best hi serious doubt 
after the ending of the cold war era ami the collapse of the 
communist order, the participants might well need a venue 
fike Bah to swim before they fly and to think before they act. 
All the key players in the basically poor countries’ dub are 
fully aware of the implication of the new international order 
on their collective role in international politics. Foremost on 
the mmds of the participants is of course the relevancy of 
NAM in contemporary world politics and where to go from 
this point onwards. 

There have been proposals to merge NAM with the group 
of 77, a loosely held together group of underdeveloped 
countries, which is active within the U.N. system as 
spokesman for the cause of the less developed countries, 
since both grouping have essentially the same kind of 
membership and because henceforth the struggle m the 
international arena is projected to be between the countries 
of the North and the South. No agreement has emerged on 
this point and it remains to be seen whether the NAM 
summit scheduled to convene in Indoueda next September 
win endorse such a sensible suggestion. There is every 
reason to support such a reasonable idea that aims to pool 
the resources of the G-77 and NAM together under one 
umbrella since there is really nothing left politically to be 
non-aligned about. On the other hand, the competition if not 
the rivalry, between the haves and the have nots can be 
expected to be acceartnated in the years to come since the gap 
between the pom- and rich nations of the world is widening 
instead of decreasing in spate of r epeat e d international 
targets to bridge the gap between the two categories. 

There is a great deal that the non-industrial countries of 
the world can do to enhance their collective b ar gaining 
position vis-a-vis the industrial giants by attaining a higher 
degree of gennine cooperation and coordination among Ihrir 
ranks. TUs should be the primary concern of NAM-G-77 
grouping in the ftrture. The NAM summit m September 
therefore offers a rare occasion to correct the path of NAM 
in the light of the dramatic changes that occurred in the 
world in recent times and brbtg it in line with the new 
realities. Against tills backdrop, the September, summit 
could be a most critical meeting between the leaders of the 
movement in a hid to save their o rgan i sation from i mminen t 
collapse and irrelevancy. Every effort must be exerted to 
make sure that the maximum number of the movement’s 
heads of state attend the approaching summit hi order to 
deliver the message that they still hold their organisation 
and cause in hfefa esteem ami seriousness. Jordan is hi a 
unique position to support such necessary transformation in 
the nature and direction as NAM and bopefally it wffl 
continue to be among the first governments endorsing such 
change. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAH Arabic daily Wednesday launched an attack on what it 
called certain Arab and Islamic countries which have done 
nothing to safeguard the holy places in the occupied territories but 
were satisfied by looking and watching Jordan performing, on 
behalf of the Islamic World, a religious duty towards these 
shrines. Despite the fact that the Arabs and Muslims have the 
duty to provide protection to these holy sites in Jerusalem, the 
Arab and Islamic World have been only issuing lip-service and 
giving empty promises without spending a single penny or taking 
one practical step towards restoring these places, the paper said. 
It said that the other rich Arabs and other Muslims who woke up 
to the fact that they have a religious duly after SO years erf 
slumber, have sent carpets through Israel to be used inside the 
Islamic shrines, but all these have been seized and are now lying 
idle in the Israeli military stores. Anyhow, the Palestinian people 
would never accept such a gift for their holy places coining 
through Israel which occupies the holy sites and the whole of holy 
Palestine, the paper continued. The other Arabs and Muslims, 
said the paper, should realise that Jerusalem is a holy place and 
not an Oil field that can be bought or sold, and that it is a sacred 
spot for the Arab Christians and Muslims alike and can by no 
means fall under the hegemony from those enemies of Arabs and 
the enemies of the Islamic World, 


IT SEEMS that the United States, one of the co-sponsors of the 
Arab- Israeli peace talks and the most influential party in the 
whole process, and one that bolds much influence in the U.N, 
Security Council, has retreated from its declared position of 
working seriously towards achieving peace based on U.N. 
resolutions, said Sawt AI Sbasb daily Wednesday. The paper said 
the U.S. behaviour and the statements of its senior officials 
contradict the letters of assurance issued by the U.S. administra- 
tion to the Arab parties before the commencement of the peace 
process and they conflict with statements given by U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker during talks with Arab governments 
involved in the peace process. This retreat is manifested most 
prominently in Washington's call on the Palestinian delegation to 
refrain from raiang the question of “the right of return" of 
Palestinians daring the multilateral talks on refugees, said the 
daily. It said this call, which is of course rejected by the Arab side, 
is puzzling all the Arab parties and the Palestinian delegation 
because it is a call that contradicts with the Geneva conventions 
and conflicts with the international legitimacy.- At the same time, 
tiie U.S. a d m i n istration, which has been financing die migration 
of Sovit Jews to the occupied Palestinian land, has been helping 
the Jewish state to build more settlements in the occupied Arab 
lands, said the paper. It said that instead of exercising economic 
and political pressure on Israel, to stop its settlement program- 
mes, it is now trying to prevent die legitimate owners of Palestine 
from returning to their homeland. 


National pride, defiance, helped Iraqis succeed 



in the huge endeavour of rebuilding 


Iraq’s after-war effort in reconstruction 
is nrobablv unmatched in Middle East 




The writer, who has been covering the Middle East for British and 
Indian magazines and newspapers for many years, has juft ended 
a week-long visit to Iraq. He contributed this a /tide to the Jordan 
Times. 


By G.H. Jansen 


Incredible as it may seem, a 
visit to Iraq 14 months after the 
Gulf war is a positively cheer- 
ing experience. Because com- 
pared to the corruption of 
Saudi Arabia, the fecklessness 
of Kuwait, the sheer hopeless- 
ness of Egypt, the despair of 
Lebanon and the surliness of 
Syria, Iraq shines like a good 
deed in a naughty world. Why 
so? Because, after being sev- 
erely battered by the coalition 
airforces, left without light, 
water, petrol or telephones, 
bombed back to “the pre- 
industrial age,” to quote one- 
U.N. observer, Iraq has pulled 
itself up by its bootstraps so 
that 70 per cent of the infras- 
tructure that the coalition des- 
troyed has been repaired and 
got working again. 

This huge effort of recon- 
struction could only have suc- 
ceeded if all the people of Iraq, 
not just the government or the 
Baath Party, worked together 
and worked hard — which they 
did — three shifts a day, 
around the clock, by flood- 
lights after dark. What inspired 
this surge of effort? Iraqi 


national pride. Iraqi stubborn- 
ness and defiance; the whole 
country today is a shout of 
defiance against the U.S. that 
tried and failed to beat Iraq 
down into the dust. 

The uplifting statistics go on 
and on. Just one example of 
the renovated road network is 
the new 551 -kilometre, six- 
lane dual carriageway, im- 
maculately surfaced, that runs 
from Baghdad to the Jordanian 
border; 120 of the L34 bridges 
destroyed have been 
reerected; electricity, down to 
L5 per cent of its foil capacity 
at the end of the war, is now at 
90 per cent of supply in Bagh- 
dad, where one quarter of 
Iraq's population lives; the cru- 
cial oil industry has reached 
three-quarters of its total 
capacity, and refining, once at 
three per cent of the pre-war 
level, because the refineries 
were repeatedly and heavily 
bombed, is now at two-thirds 
of its capacity: an abundance 
of cheap petrol has meant dog- 
ged traffic in the towns and the 
smuggling of cheap Iraqi petrol 
to neighbouring countries. The 
government ministries and 
offices, the schools and hospit- 


als, have been rebuilt as have 
the four tall communications 
centres destroyed in the first 
night of the bombing, so that 
Iraq is once again in telephone 
and telex communication with 
die world, though telephone 
within Baghdad is patchy. 

This massive rebuilding 
would not have been possible if 
the four main cement plants, 
badly- smashed up. had not 
been restored. Overall, pro- 
duction is possible in 60 per 
cent of ail plants and factories; 
but not in one: that which used 
to produce 100 million syringes 
a year, bombed as a “military 
target." 

It is only because evidence is 
there, before one's eyes, that 
one can believe that so much 
could be done in so little time, 
especially that because of sanc- 
tions- there was no importation 
of any raw materials, spare 
parts, new machinery or exper- 
tise from outside. The Iraqis 
could well adopt the Irish mot- 
to, “Sinn Fein” — ourselves 
alone. 

The political spin-off of vic- 
tory in the battle of reconstruc- 
tion is that the notoriously 
independent Iraqis are less in- 
clined than ever to fall in line 
with foreign wishes or de- 
mands. Also, the mere fact 
that it is the U.S. and the 
U.K., inveterate enemies of 


the Arabs, (Britain has never 
forgiven. Iraq for nationalising 
the Iraq Petroleum Company 
in 1973, nor Nasser for 
nationalising the Suez Canal), 
who are telling the Iraqis and 
the world that Iraq will go on 
being punished through U.N. 
sanctions until they get rid of 
Saddam Hussein, by itself en- 
sures that proposal will not be 
acted on. And even if they did 
so wish, the Iraqis are not 
prepared to face the tanks of 
an army that is. privileged, 
loyal and experienced at sup- 
pressing internal dissidence. 
And this despite the fact that 
there is much criticism of the 
invasion and absorption of 
Kuwait and especially of Sad- 
dam Hussein’s still mysterious 
refusal to withdraw, which 
would have pulled the rug out 
from under the U.S.-led coali- 
tion. 

But, on the other hand, cri- 
ticism of Saddam Hussein's 
handling of Kuwait is blurred 
by the fact that just about 
every Iraqi is firmly convinced, 
in principle, that Kuwait is an 
integral part of Iraq. So the 
invasion was “right" but tacti- 
cally wrong. Just as they feel 
that he is “right” to stand up to 
the U.S. even though the de- 
fiance hAs brought on the puni- 
tive sanctions of the U.N. , that 
is to say of the U : S. 


And Iraq is certainly suffer- 
ing because of these sanctions, 
particularly in the matter of 
health. Iraq is able to import 
only 20 per cent of the medi- 
cines it needs and one major 
result of this short-fall is that 
infant mortality has trebled. 
Anaesthetics are particularly in 
short supply. Dentistry is car- 
ried out without pain killers 
and so too the setting of 
broken bones. Only emergen- 
cy operations are being per- 
formed and cancer patients are 
dying because they cannot be 
treated. The Iraqis are particu- 
larly angry with those Western 
pharmaceutical firms which, 
having received payments for 
drugs ordered before the crisis 
began, are refusing to export 
the drugs paid for, on the 
orders of their governments. 
With the return of Iraq's hot 
summer, the problems of water 
purification and sewage dispos- 
al will again become acute, and 
this could only be solved if 
specialised machinery and che- 
micals are rushed in. 


It is argued that Iraq's suf- 
ferings could be eased if only it 
agreed to sell the $1.6 billion 
worth of oil that the U.N. has 
generously allowed it. But the 
Iraqis refused to accept the 
terms on which the sales would 
be made, which they say are 


humiliating and would put 
their major industry under 
U -N ./U.S. control. It is outside 
monitors who would decide to 
whom and at what price Iraq 
may make its sales. In the first 
instance, the U.N. says, oil 
must be exported westwards 
through Turkey, even though 
Iraq would like to start by 
making sales to its eastern 
customers, India and Japan, 
through the Gulf. Then again, 
the distribution of food bought 
with the oil earnings is to be 
“monitored” by the outsiders, 
reducing Iraq to the status of a 
mandated country. This de~- 
spite the fact that Iraq already^ 
has in place an efficiently 
working rationing system, 
which is what has staved off 
popular hunger as the skyrock- 
eting prices of many foodstuffs 
put them beyond the range of 
ordinary wage earners. 

Because of the hardship and 
suffering brought on by the 
prolongation of sanctions long 
after the end of hostilities, on 
the insistence of America and 
Britain, those two countries 
are now actively hated in Iraq. 
But not only in Iraq, and the 
feeling mil not easily be dissi- 
pated. As for Russia, which 
during and after the war has 
been obediently following 
American orders, the Iraqis 
merely pity and despise. 


Bush, congressional Democrats rush 


to outdo each other on urban relief 


By Terence Hunt 

The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — After a 
round of finger-pointing and 
photo opportunities on Los 
Angeles' riot-scorched streets. 
President Bush and his Democra- 
tic opposition are rushing to out- 
do each other with warmed-over 
remedies for long-neglected 
urban problems. 

Over three years, the adminis- 
tration and tiie Congress have 
been unable to agree on any 
blueprint for the cities. The 
scrambling for advantage in an 
election year makes the effort 
even more difficult. 

Both sides agree the explosion 
in Los Angeles makes it impera- 
tive to try. Moreover, America’s 
disenchantment with incumbent 
politicians and the widespread 
unhappiness over gridlock in 
Washington could provide some 
momentum for action. 

Both Mr. Bush and the Demo- 


crats are struggling to leave the 
impression that they are taking 
the lead,, stressing that urban 
revitalisation is a political and 
public- policy priority. 


But neither side appears to be 
in the mood for compromise. 

“Los Angeles has awakened 
the entire country,” House 
majority leader Dick Gephardt, a 
Democrat, declared Monday. 
“Now he can afford to slumber 
no longer." 

Likewise, Mr. Bush, at a 
reelection fund-raiser in Phi- 
ladelphia, insisted Congress stop 
stalling and adopt his prescription 
of urban remedies. 


Mr. Bush summoned congres- 
sional leaders to the White House 
Tuesday to discuss possible solu- 
tions. The Democrats tried to 
steal the show by holding a news 
conference to issue a four-page 
letter urging bipartisan support 
on a broad range of familiar 
domestic legislation. 


“We all know what the critics 
will say: ‘You've proposed all this 
before, Mr. President.' And the 
answer is true, that's right,” Mr. 
Bush said. “But now it is time to 
act on these proposals because 
(his time they know we are right. 
... It’s no longer good enough to 
try the old ones.” 


The Democrats' list included 
urban enterprise zones, another 
extension of unemployment in- 
surance, a S3.6 billion increase in 
public works spending, crime leg- 
islation pending in the Senate and 
a housing bill that would raise 
spending on an administration 
programme encouraging public 
housing tenants to purchase their 
homes. 


Enterprise zones, which would 
lure fondnesses to inner cities 
through tax breaks, also are the 
centrepiece of Mr.Bush’s pack- 
age. He recently vetoed the 
Democrats’ foil that would have 
created enterprise rones because 


it would have caned taxes on- 
wealthy Americans. 

Mr. Bush said his priori ties also-; 
include reform of the welfare 
system; a new strategy for Amer- 
ican schools and ms tenant own- 
ership proposal. 

From time to time, the presi- 
dent has spoken up for urban 
initiatives snch as enterprise 
zones for the most part be has 
ignored the subject. 

Perhaps to encourage the 
Democrats to deal, the White 
House spoke warmly of the prop- 
osals they offered Monday. 

“It sounds like the same prog- 
rammes we’ve been proposing," 
presidential Spokesman . Martin 
Fitzwater said. 

Mr. Bush revamped his politic- 
al visit to Philadelphia on Mon- 
day to include a tour of blighted- 
neighbourhoods and a meeting 
with community leaders. 

Top administration policymak- 
ers stayed home, hurriedly re- 
packaging legislative initiatives 


that have been proposed pre- 
viously and exploring whether 
there are any new remedies that a 
deficit-strapped government can 
afford. 

A majority of Americans — by 
a margin of 46 per cent to 41 per 
cent — are unhappy with the way 
Mr. Bush has responded to the 
Los Angeles riots, according to a 
New York Tlmes-CBS news poll. 
Significantly, 53 per cent of all 
whites and 76 of all blacks reg- 
istered disapproval with the way 
Mr. Bush is handling race rela- 
tions in general. 


Democrat Bill Clinton, the 
likely Democratic presidential 


nominee, said Mr. Bush has done - 
little to address the basic social 
and economic problems of die 
"cities. Mr. Bush blamed the riots 
on frustration created by failed * 
soda) programmes of the 1960s 
and 1970s. Mr. Clinton and Mr, - 
Bush both toured the riot neigh- : 
boorhoods. 

Mr. Clinton promised “new - 
ideas for the ’90s" and “pulling' 
the American people together 
across racial and gender and W? 
come and regional lines. 


NATO could find new role 
as Europe’s peace-keeper 


By Nicholas Doughty 
Reuter 


BRUSSELS — NATO has its eye 
on a role that until now has been 
the preserve of the United Na- 
tions and could soon become 
Europe’s peace-keeper. 

At a meeting in Oslo next 
month, foreign ministers of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion may agree to offer the 
alliance's military expertise and 
even troops for peace-keeping 
operations beyond its borders. 

Fighting in Yugoslavia and 
Nagorno-Karabakh and the 
threat of new conflicts in a frag- 
menting post-cold war Europe 
have given impetus to the idea, 
which would be an important 
policy change for NATO. 

Alliance officials and diplomats 
say it is highly controversial and 
agreement on the issue will be 
difficult. 

Several countries are worried 
they could be embroiled in far- 
flung conflicts, and there are de- 
bates inside the alliance about 
which institutions are best suited 
for the role. 

Not everyone believes it is a 
job for NATO. 

Nevertheless, the idea has won 
much support and diplomats say 
it appears to be gaining 
.momentum. 

The Netherlands, backed by 
the United States, Britain and 
NATO Secretary-General Man- 
fred Woemer, suggested earlier 
this year putting NATO assets at 
the disposal of die 52-nation Con- 
ference on Security and Coopera- 
tion in Europe (CSCE). 

The CSCE, a forum for discus- 


sing security issues that links all 
European countries, the United 
States and Canada, has no armed 
forces of its own and no power to 
enforce decisions. 

“Many of us believe that we 
must do this if NATO is to 
maintain public support," one 
diplomat said. “People are not 
going to pay for a security orga- 
nisation that is perceived as 
washingt its hands of responsibili- 
ties." 

Set up in 1949 to face a Soviet 
threat that has now evaporated, 
NATO is limited to tiie defence 
of its 16 member countries. 

It is slimming down its military 
muscle, replacing massed divi- 
sions in Central Europe with 
“rapid reaction forces" which it 
says are needed to face potential 
new threats. 

Hie question is what to do with 
the forces if no new threats 
materialise. Peace-keeping could 
be one answer. 

The proposal, discussed by 
alliance ambassadors last week, 
limits NATO to offering its ex- 
pertise in peace-keeping. No 
country has suggested that 
NATO should get directly in- 
volved in conflicts outside its bor- 
ders, such as the Gulf war. 


The United States, anxious to 
maintain its influence in Europe 
through continued leadership of 
NATO, argues that the alliance 
must change the rules that pre- 
vent it from operating outside its 
territory. 

Many Eastern European coun- 
tries that were once enemies — 
including Hungary, Czechoslova- 
kia and Poland — also want 
NATO to play a bigger role, 
they are disappointed that the 
alliance has refused to offer them 
membership of security guaran- 
tees. 

Washington and its supporters 
say NATO could, in this way. 
take some of the financial burden 
from the United Nations, which 
has been forced to mount costly 
peace-keeping operations in 
Yugoslavia and Cambodia. 

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans 
van den Broek has said such 
operations rarely require more 
than 15,000 troops, which would 
not undermine NATO’s main, 
task, the defence of its members. 

But there are problems. 

Some allies are nervous at the 
idea of committingtroops , even as 
peace-keepers, to distant coun- 
tries under the NATO flag. They 
are worried - that such a move 



would be prelude to making the 
alliance an enforcer, a kind of 
“Enrooop.” 

France, often ax odds with its 
allies, has said it does not oppose 
the idea in principle but NATO 
diplomats said Paris had so many 
detailed objections to the idea 
that it was clearly the strongest 
opponent of the plan. 

France, which would prefer to 
develop European institutions 
and does not want to see NATO's 
role extended, has suggested that 
the alliance’s founding treaty 
might have to be renegotiated to 
allow snch peace-keeping mis- 
sions. 

France would prefer to give the 
CSCE a stronger legal 
framework, including a formal 
“security treaty” among its mem- 
bers. Germany backs this and 
would like to see the CSCE have 
its own peace-keeping forces, like 
the U.N.’s “bine helmets.” 

France is also concerned that 
snch a role for NATO could 
undermine plans to create a more 
independent European defence 
role through the nine-nation 
Western European Union 
(WEU). 

Washington has been suspi- 
cious of that idea and NATO 
diplomats said France and some 
other countries suspected the 
peace-keeping initiative was little 
more than an attempt to continue 
U.S. dominance in security 
affairs. 

“There a lot of mutual mis- 
trust, a lot of suspicion here. It 
will take some time to sort 
through” said one official. "We 
may be given a new mission in 
Oslo— but I wouldn’t bet on It." 


LETTERS 


Complaints, 


complaints 


To the Editor: 


What is wrong with Jordan? Nothing serious, it just needs a new 
economy. Why? Well, if you don't know a way to find out is to 
listen to what people say at street corners. 

* Most people nave something to complain about, and not many 
are satisfied with what they have. It is really strange, but it seems 
that everybody is complaining about every thing . It is rather . 
fenny, but to a certain extent, everybody is also compiainmgJ 
about everybody else. Here are some examples that will darifj*? 
what I mean: * 

The poor complain about not being rich; the rich complain 
about not being richer. The middle class complains about being a 
rare species that might disappear soon. While the poor and the 
middle class go on and cm complaining about not being rich, they, 
are getting poorer, and the gap between them and the rich is 
becoming tagger than the Grand Canyon. 

On another front, shop keepers complain about being bored to 
death-waiting for customers; they complain that everything is on 
sale but no one is buying. Customers complain about not being 
able to buy much because of their low salaries. Actually, there 
i sn’t enough buying going on because one third of the-vrorking 
force is unemployed. And, naturally, the unemployed complain 
about being unemployed while business owners complain about 
keeping many employees they really want to foe. 

The st ation is so hopeless that it is hard for anyone to ignore 
all the sadness, anger, and hatred in the air. The unfortunate feel 
betrayed and deserted, and the fortunate are, for the most part, 
aloof and numb. Sometimes it feels as if tiie whole country is in 
despair and people are living not because they want to live, but 
because they are afraid of dying. 

It seems that no one is happy anymore, except for a few 
alienated disc jockeys on our FM service who constantly play k>ve 
songs from the movie “Grease.” 

So, what should we do? I think the first thing we should do is to 
stop all the complaining because complaining will not make the 
economy any better. Second, maybe we should tower our 
expectations and teach ourselves how to live with these hard 
times. We must torn to let go of the past, and live in the present. 
So, please be patient and please do not give up. Otherwise, the 
only thing that this country will be famous for will be the chrome 
depression of the majority of its citizens. 


^<ir. 






hjmaat Yasin, 
Amman. 


The Jordan Times welcomes letters and contributions £om its 
re«tere on any subject they wish to tackle. Letters intended for 
pi^ca&on, however, should contain the writer's fuB itame and 
preferably address as weU. Names can be whhhridmdyupon 
5EJ under SP* 3 . 31 ^rcumstances. Letters are subject to 
ettomg. The newspaper t$ nor responsible for the return of unused 
manuscripts. 
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ion A city of survivors 


tst By Katia Sabet 

CAIRO — Some might say 
that Foua is pursued by fate. 
^ , rH This dty of 150,000 located 
\ north of Cairo on the left 

s r '^y branch of the Nile has had to 
• y i deploy endless inventive re- 
f sources to overcome chal- 
• ... .77* ?-• . lenges brought on by a chang- 

... L*V .;ing physical and cultural eu- 
■ vironmenf. In 1992 if stands 

: j Kz ) as a winner and is the centre 
of an unusual economic and 
y 'j r j ,J '.. social experiment envied by 
t " J “■ '? s rj.j; many com/nun/D'es. 

-• ’ * v * Once a harbour , boasting a 
^ 132- foot lighthouse well-rec- 
. . ' * ’ : j' • \ , ~ ognised by sailors of the anri- 
quity, the dty was well-hid- 
-..r.' - ■ ■ den among palm tree groves 

»• by (he year lift?, when wri- 
. . ‘ r - tors place it 18 kilometres 

, l _.' I" 3 -!; * from die sea. Today the sea is 
. 30 Jci/omefres away. The 
r ‘ commercial harbour 
‘ r; .-v.' '-7; apparently continued to 
; ” •> operate over a long period 

through the river route, but 
' V litr/e by little Foua became a 

, '' i ‘ dry of craftsmen, looms re- 
- ; r. • placing boats, and weavers 
• r . { - sailors. The dty also sperial- 

' ised'in making “mouchar- 
’ ‘ "7' :l ‘ i ab/es" — the latticed screens 
' r ^ protecting windows from the 
\ " ^ . sun — and household copper- 
iv . :• . war much prized by antique 

^ * * lovers today. 

- .. . . In the early 19th century 

‘ Mohamed Ali launched 
— ’ another craft m Foua: the 

h i production of the “ tarabich ”. 

— red- woo/ hand-crafted 
hats that were a trademark of 
the Turkish army. These 

F crafts made Foua rich, until 

the days when fashion 
changed: Venetian blinds and 
shutters made the moucbar ■- 
abies outdated, and in the 
‘ r ’ ; : : ."J trousseau of the young coun- 

' ~ /, fry bride, copper pots were 

*• _^’.~^rep/aced by a/umfmim kltch- 
. .' V. " _. ; ; ienware. Meanwhile, spice 
_ " '. .V.. the J952 revo/ution Egyp- 

. :• £ * ans no t° n 8 er wear the tara- 

. ...iiZ.^bich. 

C_rv* The community s strong in- 
z: >-stinct for survival again played 
a decisive role in helping it 

r . ^ ^'. adapf to a new environment. 

; “ Taking advantage of the 
’ ' r ,1'^ahu/Kfance of wool harvested 
in the area, craftsmen turned 
• r "-”“ to new activities based on 

■ traditional skills, launching 

““ the production of unique rugs 

3 q (called ktim) and of woollen 

-h/anlcefs. Natura/ colours 

” vary from black to white, 

! p with a wide range of brown in . 

Ill l' • between. Particularly skilled 

craftsmen also experimented 
infc with the weaving of very fine. 

11113 multi-coloured material cal - 


• ’• m Jr - -' 


ints, 

ints 


led “gobelin.” 

Within the last decades the 
number of looms jumped 
from several to 10,000 all 
manually operated making 
Foua the first Egyptian dty ■ 
for this type of activity. The 
drawback of blossoming pro- 
duction could have been mar- 
ket saturation, and the single 
focus made the community 
vulnerable to market varia- 
tions, but Foua found a way 
to minimise these new chal- 
lenges. Some of its citizens, 
encouraged by Abdel Fatah 
Badri, a member of parlia- 
ment, organised the local in- 
dustry as a type of coopera- 
tive or cartel. 

“ Production had reached 

720.000 square yards per 
month,” noted Mahmoud 
Cbiha, a local resident. “It 
was more and more difficult 
to sell all of it without reduc- 
ing already low piices. Things 
could have gone badly for 
Foua . which was on the verge 
of one of the cyclic recessions 
that seem to be inscribed in 
its destiny . " The cooperative 
experiment is aimed at lower- 
ing the risks of bankruptcy 
for cooperative members and 
at providing them with finan- 
cial and commercial aid. 
Although at odds with the 
eminently individualistic 
streak Egyptians often dis- 
play, the system has set an 
example and is presented as a 
model for other communi- 
ties. “Our craftsmen used to 
work on their own. fiercely 
independent,” Mahmoud 
Grihasaid. “Foua had about 
70 workshops , 50 of which 
represented a total of about 

2.000 looms, but 8,000 looms 
were operated individually by 
people working .alone or. 
small family units operating 3 

> or 4- looms. It. had become 
argent to set up an organisa- 
tion to represent all these 
craftsmen and to help them 
find new markets abroad. A 
better distribution is essentia/ 
fora craft that has become an 
industry because of sheer 
volume. ” 

Besides the gobelins, sheer 
works of art which require 
boundless patience — weav- 
ers produce an average of 1.6 
square inches per day — and 
are already known infema- 
tionally, Foua's other crafts 
should easily find outlets in 
Europe, the U S. and Asia. 
“An isolated craftsman is cut 
off from the rest of the 
world, ” said Ahmad A1 Bad- 
ri, a cousin of MP Abdel 
Fattah A1 Badri. “Whereas 


our cooperative, will be in 
contact with thenain foreign 
markets. It bas j/ready initi- ’ 
ated contacts, : fthough the 


cooperative i 
created until . 
He and Main 
the driving 
Foua's latest 


h’t officially 
rch 5, 1992. ” 
id Chiba are 
< rce behind 
p eriment. 


A chemical engineer and 
landowner, Mhmoud Chiha 
speaks Germn fluently and, 
during a reent business trip 
to Hanover he presented 
Foua’s handcrafts to Euro- 
pean buyers “The orders put 
in by German encouraged us 
a lot. ” he sid. “ Our prices' 
are unbeatable, so it's not 
difficult to tin them over." 

Anothet Priority for the 
cooperative is to improve 
working coriitions for hun- 
dreds of caftsmen whose 
looms are et up in damp 
cellars with x>or ventilation. 
“We even bought about re- 
grouping wavers so that they 
would sbari a large work- 
shop , but tpy objected be- 
cause they Ire worried that 
each man's'larticuJar techni- 
que and imj ovements would 
be copied, ’ Mahmoud Chiba 
said. ‘The - was a danger 
that worlds together would, 
over a per *d of time , bring 
uniformity to the produc- 
tion. ” 

Indeed; oua’s varied pro- 
duction l it mirrors each 
craftsmen' style and perso- 
nality is. i specialty that 
should b carefully pre- 
served. “J the creative pro- 
cess lost fts originality, it 
would be \ major disaster.” 
Ahmad AfBadri pointed our. 
displaying photos of about 
400 rugs jo tally different in 
. colour . ifsign- and- shape, ■ 
some nb traditional de- '■ 
signs ; djjierS infliiericed by- 
cubisq and modern art. 

“ Someattists even refuse to " 
have 'their work photo- 
graph because they are 
afrai< that designs will be 
copud,” Mr. Chiha com- 
mand. “They deal directly 
with customers. ” 

A the moment. “ The 
Swss seem particularly in- 
tersted in our products be- 
case these are natural ” he 
aded. “Woven with pure 
step wool, our rugs don't 
case allergies like artificial 
&ers. And again, people get 
ulue at a low cost. ” Piices 
or a square yard of klim rug 
range from J3_S to $12. “The 
cooperative conducts surveys 



Ahmad Ragah of Foua i 
one of thm 10,000 manu 


works on 
aOy oper- 


ated looms from which comm word 
rugs caBmd Id 2m and Mankats. 


of the national and interna- 
tional markets and makes re- 
commendations for prices 
Mr. Chiha said. “ Given that 
strength comes in numbers, 
the cooperative also sets the 
buying price for wool, the 
raw material that all the 
workshops need.” 

Wool is bought from the 
slaughterhouse or sheep 
breeders. It is then carded 
and spun at local mills, and 
local dyers give different hues 
to the yam. Each workshop 
has its favourite colours and 
sends specific orders to dyers. 
Some work only with natural- 
colour yam, weaving tradi- 


tional pieces which are 
known throughout Egypt, 
although few are aware that 
they come from Foua. “We 
hope that in the future Foua 's 
klim rugs will be as valued 
abroad as they are in Egypt, ” 
Mr. Badri said , noting that 
under the patronage of Cul- 
ture Minister Farouk Hosni. 
the Egyptian Academy in 
Rome is planning an exhibit. 

The cooperative shows no 
lack of ambition. “We want 
our products to be displayed 
on a continuous basis at air- 
ports, in the finest hotels and 
in duty free shops , " Mr. Chi- 
ha explains. “Exposure is 


essential . " 

Neither Ahmad A1 Badri, 
a dermatologist by trade, nor 
Mahmoud Chiba have a per- 
sonal stake in this venture. 
The cooperative they set up is 
designed to serve the com- 
munity and make it prosper. 
T love Foua.” Mr. Chiha 
confided. “It's a strong-wil- 
led city which is worth caring 
about. ” 

“Foua managed to survive 
the trials of time thanks to its 
citizens. " commented 
Ahmad Al Badri. “We mere- 
ly took on responsibilities to 
the best of our ability” — 
World News Link. 
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Each kttm is a unique product of the craftsman’s drill and 
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Russia’s media — first the 
bad news, then some more 
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By James Flannery 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — First the bad 
news, then not much else. 
That’s the Russian media to- 
day after decades of state- 
controlled “good” news and 
little else. 

The near-pathological 
secrecy that gripped Russia 
under communism has dis- 
appeared and the country is 
moving down the road to 
democracy and an open 
society. 

Russians revel in no-pun- 
ches-puned news after two 
generations of “gloriously- 
fulfilled” economic plans, 
now proved to have been 
Wnsoiy. 

Nightly, Moscow’s main 
TV newspaper reels off a 
catalogue of oakery and set- 
backs. 

At the end, she smiles apth 
logeticaBy and says: “Now a 
fa’rtte bit of good news.” Then 
follows woidfmm far-off that 
pop-star Madonna, say, has 
signed a mnHi- miUi nn dollar 




Even the astrologers prefer 
the gloomy sale, in contrast 
with Western writers on 
what-tbe-stars-say who 
emphasise good times for ro- 
mance and when to seek a 
pay rise. 

“Abstain from sexual con- 
tacts sod operations on sex- 


ual organs and the rectum " 
was a typical day’s advice 
from astrologer Lyudmila - 
Filippova , in a recent issue of 
the weekly Moscow Life. 

She added helpfully: “Do 
not have any injections or 
operations on moles. Avoid 
bruises and blows to bones. 
Avoid stress, horror films, 
don't take liquor or spicy 
food. Do not visit healers. ” 

Have-a-nice-day some 
other time? Forget it. The 
following day: “Avoid diffi- 
culties and matters you can- 
not cope with. Brush aside 
base designs and do not give 
in to illusions. A good day for 
fasting. Abstain from meat 
and fish. Limit loads on the 
hips, do not sit for too kmg. ” 

If you took all that advice 
and felt like living another 
day, there was this formula . 
for the next 24 boors: “ Ex- 
pect aggravation of haemor- 
rhoids — the illness of the 
greedy.” 

And in what sounded like a 
code for staying in bed: 
“Don’t rack your brains too 
mueb. Avoid bright light. Do 
not overdo movies or TV.” 

Russia’s mass-selling “sen- 
sationalist” daily Kuranti 
(Kremlin Clock) is pretty 
tame stuff by Western stan- 
dards. The main front-page 
story is banner headlined, but 
it’s all about economic statis- 
tics. 

The centre-fold story is a 


little spider — a male convict 
marries a woman convict in 
prison. With pictures. Details 
of the courtship are vague. 

A hypnotist helps women 
to revive their husband's Bag- 
ging sex drive. And a movie 
actress tells all in her 
memoirs. 

Russian newspaper readers 
like weird tales. A favourite is 
sightings of flying saucers 
with little green men from 
Mars . 

There's a “spiritual" news- 
paper sold by white-robed 
women in the underground 
railway stations which profes- 
ses to reveal , nearly , where 
to find Jesus Christ’s mother. 
Maty, who is apparently alive 
and weft somewhere out of 
town. 

Moskovskaya Pravda leads 
with a story on rising energy 
prices. There’s a front-page 
poll: “Does Russia need the 
monarchy restored?” Against 
were 66 per cent of readers, 
while 12.7 per cent favoured 
bringing back the tsars. 

As the capital’s papers 
circulate nationally , you can 
also bnydaiftes with titles Hke 
rural Sfe containing epics of 
pig production. 

Trad, the trade union dai- 
ly, had a orriing tale — about 
a woman ex-secret agent 
whose career in sedudng 
Western businessmen and di- 
plomats for information was 
eventually wrecked by the 


aid of the cold war. She 
found herself ostracised as a * 
“slut” 

But tire story was on the 
back page — strikes against 
the cost of living made the 
lead item. 

Magazines and English- 
language weeklies have 
bright spots — talented, gla- 
morous Russian women seek- | 
ing Western husbands, espe- \ 
dally Americans, describe '• 
their attributes in glowing 
terms . 1 

Russian men are relatively 
silent about getting foreign 
brides. 

“Are Russian women more 
desirable than Americans ?” 
one paper asks. 

It quotes tire American 
proprietor of one match- 
making agency as saying: “A 
lot of men who are disgusted 
with money-hungry Amer- 
ican women are finding that 
Russian women adore us. ” 

One Russian editor says of 
the changed media scene: 

“For so long under the 
Communists, nearly every- 
thing was a beautiful success. 
If anything wrong had to be, 
made known , this was the 
subject of massive delibera- 
tion, going through the Cen- 
tral Committee to the pofit- 
bnro. 

“And now — yon have to 
look hard to find a single 
piece of good news. But toe 
media k being believed.” 


BOOK REVIEW 
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The Peace Conference And Direct Talks With Israel 

By Ibrahim Baker 

“One can easily state without exaggeration that the Palestinian 
leadership's decision to accept “self-rule" is in principle the worst 
and the most damaging decision in the history of the Palestinian 
cause.” This alarming statement is the conclusion of a book 
written and published recently by prominent lawyer and political 
activist Ibrahim Baker. 

The major risk of approving the principle of interim self-ruie is 
that it gives Israel a chance to avoid a transfer of authority to the 
Palestinians and to impose its own interpretation of self-rule — 
i.e. control over the people minus the land and natural resources. 

Yet since the Palestinian leadership has already accepted the 
principle of self-rule (Lora eli- Palestinian negotiations have already 
started over the issue/, Mr. Baker suggests that the Palestinians 
should insist on an interim self-rule that involves the control of the 
land and the resources, including East Jerusalem, and leads to the 
establishment of an independent Palestinian state. 

If a year elapses after the beginning of the peace process, 
without an agreement on self-rule that involves transfer of 
authority to the Palestinians over the people, land and resources, 
or if the talks are disrupted due to “Israeli intransigence, ” Mr. 
Baker calls for the formation of a Palestinian provisional 
government to be based in East Jerusalem. 

The goal of setting up the provisional government, which 
should be formed by the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), would be to assert that the Palestinians and not Israel will 
be the source of authority during the interim period. 

Mr. Baker wants that under no circumstances should the 
Palestinian delegation accept that Israel remains the source of 
authority during the interim period or else Palestinian rights will 
be completely compromised. 

Mr. Baker, who has played an influential role in shaping 
Palestinian decision-making before and after the foundation of 
the PLO. is by no means an opponent of peace talks with Israel. 
But bis book. The Peace Conference And Direct Talks With 
Israel is a warning that by accepting the U.S. terms for the current 
peace process the PLO leadership has not only compromised its 
role but also Palestinian national rights. 

In Mr. Baker's view the two most damaging decisions that the 
PLO has endorsed are its acceptance of an interim self-rule that is 
not derived from United Nations Resolution 242 and that the 
“ final status” of the Israeli occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
■ will be negotiated at the end of a five-year interim period. 

By accepting such a proposed formula both an Israeli withdraw- 
al from the occupied territories and Palestinian national and legal 
rights, as recognised in United Nations resolutions, become 
“ negotiable " issues rather than the objectives of the peace 
process. Mr. Baker maintains. 

Although some Palestinian officials disagree with Mr. Baker 
the U.S. reaction to a Palestinian proposal announced last March 
during the fourth round of Israefi-Palestinian talks concerning 
interim arrangements give credence to his arguments. 

The Palestinian Interim Self Government Authority (PISGA) 
involves a plan for gradual transfer of authority from israel to the 
Palestinian on. the basis of Resolution 242. 

U.S. State Department officials dismissed the plan as “a blue 
print for an independent Palestinian state ” and called on the 
Palestinians to stop “publicposturing and come up with workable 
proposals. On March 5, the New Yak Times quoted a Stare 
Department official as saying that an Israeli proposal which 
explicitly stated that Israel would remain the only source of 
authority during the interim period and completely ignored 
Resolution 242 was closer to the American position. 

In his book, Mr. Baker argues that both the American terms for 
the peace process and practical positions towards the Israeli Arab 
conflict undermine Washington’s claim to be “an honest broker. ” 

Therefore the PLO leadership should not have accepted the 
American terms for Palestinian participation or the process itself, 
as outlined in the letters of assurances sent by Washington to the 
Palestinians prior to the Madrid peace conference, he maintains. 

The nnpiidr point that Mr. Baker makes throughout his book is 
that the American proposed terms and modalities which were 
accepted by the Palestinian leadership, aim at derailing the 
negotiations from United Nations resolutions and to avoid the 
issue of Palestinian national rights. 

Mr. Baker, echoing wide Palestinian resentment , particularly 
rejects American stipulation that Palestinian representation 
should be confined to the West Bank and Gaza Strip, that interim 
self-rule should precede “negotiations over the final status of the 
territories, ” and that the refugee problems should be discussed at 
the regional (multilateral talks) — conditions that were accepted 
| by the PLO leadership. 

By excluding the Palestinians in Jerusalem and the diaspora, 
the PLO played into the hands of the U.S. which, in his view, is 
seeking to confine the negotiations to the problem of “ residents of 
the occupied territories” and not a Palestinian people entitled to 
national rights. 

Whereas by referring the refugee problem to the multilateral' 
talks, the U.S. could revive its old proposal that refugees should 
be settled in Arab host countries or the Israeli claim that the 
refugees have lost their right to return when some Arab countries 
expelled Jews. 

In short the formula for Palestinian representation, as stipu- 
lated by the U.S. and accepted by the Palestinian leadership, and 
the reference of the refugee problem to the multilateral serve to 
undermine the Palestinian demands for national tights and 
self-determination. 

Perhaps die most dangerous aspect of the intrim self-rule proposal is 
that it gives Israel the chance to argue that the proposed self-rule is not a 
subject of interna tidnal law but “ internal law," i.e. the Israeli law. to 
prevent a transfer of authority to the Palestinians. 

The Israeli-proposed plan for interim self arrangements confirm Mr. 
Baker’s concerns. The plan given to the Palestinians during the fourth 
round of trilateral talks insists that Israel will be the source of law and 
authority daring the interim period. 

In his book Mr. Baker does not base his conclusions on an imagined, 
bebind-tbedoors American “ conspiracy ” but rather on public American 
statements and positions — including the letters of assurances to the 
different parties involved in the peace process. 

He does not call for a boycott of the process but be seems to be urging 
the Palestinian leadership to deal with the negotiations without any 
illusions of where Washington stands on the Palestinian national tights. 

In that context he explidty challenges the main premises promoted by 
some of the staunch Palestinian supporters of the peace process, who 
argue that following die end of the cold war, and even the Gulf-war, Israel 
has lost its strategic value for the U.S. 

In Mr. Baker’s view the American-Israeli strategic relationship might 
have lost some of its importance bur that Israel’s role in "safeguarding 
Western interests especially oil” in the region has not ended. 

On several occasions he sharply attacks whom he describes as "t be 
co-opted or tamed" Palestinian intellectuals who are offering justifications 
for “ compromising Palestinian rights." 

Mr. Baker's conclusions have sparked serious debate in Jordan and 
elsewhere. Even those who disagree with him cannot dismiss his 
comments taking into account his long standing history as a principled 
political activist and his reputation as an outstanding political thinker and 
lawyer. 

Mr. Baker, who was one of the first Palestinian leaders that Israel 
deported after its occupation of the West Bank in 1967. has always been a 
key figure in Jordanian and PLO politics. He is the only Palestinian who 
has served as deputy of the PLO Executive Committee chairman. 

His conclusions raises serious questions especially as the ongoing 
process has so hr been fruitless. Unfortunately there has been no official 
PLO response, at least in public, to the serious questions that Mr. Baker's 
conclusions raise. 

The book’s main question that needs to be answered by the PLO 
leadership: Are the Palestinians ready to accept a settlement that the 
process seems to be leading to. or do their leaden have a different 
evaluation of the American position? 
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Leaving the nest 


By Malta Addas! 


Once upon a time you lived in a house where life was easy. 
Your bed was made for you. Your laundry was done and 
ironed. Your meals were hot and placed before you. And 
your responsibilities were few and far between. You slept . 
you ate, and you invited biends over to watch television. 
You sat through a video marathon, feet up, watching and 
munching on popcorn which you carelessly crushed under 
your feet as you stampeded out of the house. 

Then ... you got married and together with Mends you 
started to compare notes. You realised fast that an era had 
passed and hard labour has begun! 

From experience you learned that if you did not make 
your own bed , and if you did not tidy your own place it 
would soon start to look like The Chamber of Honors at 
Madame Tussaud’s wax museum. If you failed to dust for 
more than one day. enough sand would build up to support 
small saplings. 

The same goes for vacuum cleaning. Refuse to do the 
vacuuming and small colonies of one thing or another 
would manifest themselves on your carpet. 

Similarly , laundry piles up like a phantom haunting you. 
The minute the basket is emptied you find a forgotten 
towel that needed washing and place it in the basket, just to 
continue the tradition of the “never-empty-laundry-bas- 
ket” that used to mysteriously drive your mother nuts. This 
very towel , though, serves the purpose for comparing 
colours with the rest of such towels that have “changed” in 
the wash. 

The washing machine itself becomes a story worth 
relating. It moves from its place, so that at the end of the 
load you find it in the middle of the kitchen. Not quite 
where you left it. After getting over the initial shock of 
realising that the machine was not moved by an intruder 
but by its own vibrations, your imagination goes wild and 
you hope that one day the machine would vibrate all the 
way to the laundry line and hang the clothes. But no such 
luck. 

And to save time on ironing you only press the collars of 
shirts and wear sweaters to cover all the other creases. 
Even if you are about to choke with heat stroke there is no 
way you are going to remove your sweaters. 

Now to food. Remember bow you complained about 
your mother's cooking? You soon live to regret those 
moments, because cooking is not quite that easy you know. 
Especially when you do not have gas. And if you do not 
have gas then good luck for trying to catch the van that sells 
gas cylinders. 

You would bear the van honk, but by the time you dash 
down the stairs you are often just in time to see the van 
disappear round the corner. 

After many such passive attempts and still no gas, you . 
start to adopt a more sure-fire method of getting gas. You 
start running after the van in the streets hoping that 



someone would need a gas cylinder and would stop the van 
with some magic words so you can learn. Meanwhile you 
act tike cavemen running after your food. 

Once you get the gas you realise that there is more to 
cooking than a working stove , and you decide to stick to 
canned food bom here on out. You also start to appreciate 
your mother's cooking more and more. 

Now that the food crisis is solved another problem arises. 
That of hot water, or even cold. You learn, the hard way of 
course , to pay the diesel and water tanks regular visits . 
Otherwise you would have to beat water in pots to get a hot 
shower. 

With time it sinks in that someone must take the trash 
out because it will not walk out to the garbage dump by 
itself. You also start to count all the things that you took for 
granted living at home with your parents. You know for 
sure bow spoiled you were yet you always wanted to do 
things your way. 

So welcome to independence. See if you tike it. And 
don't mind that tittle voice that sounds so much tike your 
mother's telling you: “ You think I have no reason to yell. 
Look at this mess. Just wait tiU you get married. " 

You start thinking that maybe it is not too late to show 
your appreciation to your parents. Maybe if you explain 
how you have not once watched television since you left 
home, they would feel for you and give you some domestic 
hints. Maybe if you are lucky they would cook for you, and 
do your laundry and your ironing. But then again. Maybe 
they won't. 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKL Y PREVIEW 


Thursday, May 14 


820 The Simpsons. 


Homer Simpson and bis 
Mends have a stupid argu- 
ment over a tittle boy who 
sells his presonal belongings 
just to buy a magazine. 


9:10 UEFA Cup Final Win- 
ners. 


10:00 News In English 
1020 White Lie 


Starring: Gregory Bines and 
Annette O'Toole 


A black journalist from New 
York returns to Louisiana 
after 30 years to find the truth 
about bis father who was 
banged after being accused of 
raping a white woman. 



Monday, May IB 


820 Empty Nest 


It is a full moon in Miami and 
everyone is affected. 


9:10 Capital CSty 


Sylvia , the head dealer at 
Shane Dealers, conspires to 
get rid of Dccklan, Michele, 
Cbas and Circa by offering 
them to another company. 


1020 News In English 


1020 Gold 


Starring: Yammkk Bisson 


Friday, May 15 


(Loft to right) Christopher Noth, C e o r yo 
Ekmndza, Michael Moriarty and Richard 
Brooks star inLmwr and Ord e r Sunday at 
10:20 


.The city council debates the 
possibility of imposing a tax 
on the rights to mine for 
metals and procedures con- 
cerning selling lands. 


Ihosday, May 19 


820 Princesses 


8:30 Coach 


Don't Get Mad. Get Cooly 


Hayden and Luther have an. 
argument about cars, their 
make and engines; Christine 
tries to participate when 
Hayden stops her . claiming 
this is man's talk and women 
have no place in it. 


Warren begs for, and finally 
gets, two tickets from Nora. 
Warren's date is Nora’s sis- 
ter. Audie . who is a married, 
woman. 


Sunday, May 17 


Saturday } , May IS 


820 Wings 

Little Nightmare Music 


Expressing one's feeling in 
writing can be a dangerous 
thing 


9:10 The Palace Guard 


820 Super Bloopers 
920 Encounter 


9:10 E.N.G. 


Running With The Pach 


Dan disobeys orders to cover 
the proceedings of an impor- 


This week's guest is Janette 
Khader, a member of the 
Higher Education Council 
and English language profes- 
sor at the University of 
Jordan. 


Helen ’s attempts to be recog- 
nised as a cello player are 
endless. A renowned musi- 
cian is in town to spend his 
honeymoon with his bride. 
Helen breaks their seclusion 
and insists on playing for 
him. ■ 


Ex-convict, Thomas, and 
' Christie are appointed as spe- 
cial guards and investigators 
for Palace Hotels. 


9:10 The World Audubon 


taut trial. 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Devices And Desires 


10:00 News In English 
10:20 Feature FBm 
Joshua's Heart 


A documentary on yet 
another of man’s victims — 
The ancient nomad, the sea 
turtles. 


1020 News In English 

1020 Oscar Film 

The Greatest Show On Earth 

Wednesday, May 20 

820 Saved By The Bell 


Hie police work hard to dis- 
cover the reasons behind 
Caroline's mysterious death 
at sea. Mrs. Denson, on the 
other hand, hides the killer 
for personal reasons. 


11:10 Sibs 


Desperate to go to a charity 
bail to see Frank Sinatra, 


Starring: Gilbert Brinkman 

Claudia meets Tom, the di- 
vorced engineer, and his 10- 
year-old Joshua. Tom and his 
son are both attracted to her 
and love her. At a later stage, 
Joshua is very attached to her 
despite the luke warm rela- 
tionship between her and his 
father. 


1020 News In English 
10:20 Law And Order 


Out Of The Half Light 


Zack places a microphone in 
the girls room to listen to 
their talk about the party. 
When Kelly discovers the 
microphone she starts to pre- 
pare a hoax for him. 


The police find an African 
American woman in a street 
in Harlem in a desparate 
condition and she is transfer- 
red to hospital. 


9:10 European Cap Final 
1020 News In Engiisb 


1020 ConL Of The European 
Cap Final 


want of a loaf 


By E. Vagtt 


% and the 
shooed her 


first the dishes 
porthole, and 
code out of 
; swept there, 
of the day. 

herself as- 
drawers and 
k today?" 
ded to cook 


“Summertime, and the living is easy, 
living is good,” Huda sang as she 
children off to school. 

She hummed her way through her eba 
as she watched pigeons fly out her 
then her dusting while she observed the 
her parlour window. After she mopped 
she settled down to prepare the main 
“There's not much time left she 
she scurried around her kitchen , pulling, 
opening cupboards. “ What ever shall I 

She scratched her netted hair and finally 
“mvjedderab” (rice with lentils) and sattiown to com- 
mence the tedious task of sorting out the shall rocks that 
seemed more than the lentils. While she safauite preoccu- 
pied with her chore and sang along with heravourite radio 
station, her solitude was broken by a knodpn die door. 
“ Wonder who that could be? I certainly don'kiave time for 
guests now!” 

She adjusted her hair, straightened hi i dress ahd 
proceeded to answer the door. She was started to see a 
duty ragged woman dressed in black standia outside on 
the steps of her bouse. Before she could utte a word, the 
beggar said , “May God bless your husband ; d children , 
please, can you spare me a loaf of bread? Fm & hungry and 
JVe had nothing to eat all day!" 

Huda felt guilty. She supposed she was so tetimes too 
trusting and naive but at least she must be a little 
compassionate and take this poor woman's wo i about her 
hunger. Before she dosed the door she s d, “Just a 
moment, FU be right back!" 

Leaving the beggar standing gutside, she da: ed into the 
kitchen, grabbed a loaf of Mead and rushed ack to her 
Mint door, opening it and saying, “Here, take us loaf and 
enjoy it!" 

The ragged woman stretched out her dry , a deed band, 
took the loaf of bread and placed it in a wreU ed looking 
old black bag and replied: “Ob, thank you lame. May 
you and your family always live in good he, Ith!" 

The shoddy woman thus turned slowly and left. Huda 
stayed watching her until she disappeared aroa d a corner 
of trees. “What am I doing?” she asked herself T must get 
back to my work and finish picking the lentils , j ut perhaps 
I should have given that pitiful woman son thing else 
besides just a loaf of bread I" 

She returned to her domain and heaved bersdfdown on 
a kitchen chair and resumed her monotonous 


quarter of an hour later, she beard a knock oi her front 


ob. Some 


door once more. “Oh, for heaven sakes ! I have no time to 
keep running and answering the door. Soon the kids wW be 
home and their father too. Hell be as hungry as a lion and 
what will appease bis appetite until my cooking finishes? 
Who could that be now?" 

She stomped angrily to ihe door, flung it open and to her 
dsgust and surprise , saw the same ragged beggar woman 
standing in front other with a defiant look.- '‘Well," Huda 
demanded with irritation in her voice. “What do you want 
now?” 

The beggar rebelliously shoved the loaf she bad taken at 
Hnda and declared in a shrill voice: “Is this what you give 
me, bread that smells like kerosene? I may be starving, but 
Fm not so hungry that F1I eat poisoned food I" 
Embarrassment inched itself across Hilda's countenance 
and sbc replied with chagrin ; “But Char’s impossible! I took 
this loaf from the same pile of bread that my family and I 
eat from. There has to be some mistake!” 

"j If you don't believe me, smell it for yourself!" the 
shabby female encouraged, pushing the loaf at Huda. 

Ashamed and confused, Huda snatched the bread- and 
bent her head down to sniff the offensive food. Everything 
suddenly went black and she slumped in a heap across the 
threshold of her house. Time stood still while she fingered, 
among the dead, until a small band roughly half punched, 
half pulled her shoulder and a far away voice pleaded, 
“Mommy, Mommy, wake up/'* 

It sounded like her young son. She opened her eyes and 
stared stupidly at her boy. She was so tired. Her whole 
body felt like a truck had run over it. She tried to sit up. 
Her head pounded like a hundred striking hammers. Her 
eyes began to focus in bewilderment at her childem who 
had formed a circle around her. “What's wrong Mommy?. 
Why were you tying down asleep inside the doorway?" 

“I don't know what happened , " Huda said, rubbing her 
eyes. “ I remember a strange woman thrusting the bread I 
gave her bade in my face and then 1 must have Minted! Oh, 
my God ..." 

She suddenly looked down at her wrists where her 
bracelets bad been only a short while ago. “She T s stolen my. 
gold — my rings, my bracelets and even my earring!" she 
screamed as her fingers touched her bare ears. ;; 

Forgetting her groggy sensation, she jumped up and rah 
through her house, checking her valuables. Everything 
portable worth anything was gone and now Huda realised 
that the ragged indignant beggar was realty a deviant 
criminal who made her living and much more off unsus- 
pecting and innocent victims like herself. She sat down on 
the floor, buried her head in her hands and moaned, 
“ Whatever am I going to tell my husband?” 


HIA Y BIRTH-STONE 
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light 


mth 
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Family — A variety of Beryl. 

Colour. — Rich velvety green, yellowish green 

glass green. ‘ 

Geographical sources — Bfazil, Colombia, Indip; 
Africa, and CIS. 

Legendary background — The earliest known gem 
in Babylon was held about 4,000 B.C. It is said 
emerald on offer there was dedicated, by the ajiden\, to 
the goddess of love, Venus, because it was her favorite 
precious stone. The emerald has long been assodatedritb 
eyesight and could to some extent be the . origin of\hy 
green is considered to be the most restful colour for 
eyes. In fact Nero, who suffered from bad sight, was sail 
use a sliced emerald to lengthen bis vision while wa 
the gladiators in the arena. Among their many suj 


tions, sailors believe that to hang an uncut emerald around 
the neck , with the rough side against the skin , will protect 
all seafarers, including fishermen, from drowning. 
Qualities — Love and success. 

Jewellery interpretations — The ancient Egyptians man- 
aged to engrave emeralds for use as ring stones. In Roman 
times they were added to other precious stones in one jewel 
to create a spectacular chromatic effect. By the seventeenth 
century precious stones cut in various shapes and sizes took 
pride of place, with emeralds well to the fore. Included in 
the Russian jewels of the late eighteenth century is a 
magnificent necklace of emeralds and brilliant cut di- 
amonds with matching earrings. During the 1850's ribbon 
bows dominated a certain type of Victorian necklace , set 
with rose diamonds and with emeralds backed by silver foil. 
Today — Emeralds are emerald cut, that is oblong with cut 
corners. The most usual form for a ring is a duster 
protected by a aide of diamonds. 

Notable May birthdays — Queen Victoria, Charles II. 
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By Stay Patterson 
The Associated Press 


PARIS — Now there is an 
alternative for those who love 
the cuisine of top-ranked 
chefs but hate paying at least 
$100 apiece to eat it : Nip 
around to one of their bar- 
gain bistros. 


The cozy bistros are the 
latest dining-out trend, a gas- 
tronomic “ ready-to-eat " like 
the ready-to-wear lines of 
fashion designers. About a 
dozen have opened in Paris 
Lyon and elsewhere. 


Often, the tab at the bistro 
is less than half the charge at 
the main restaurant The dis- 
hes are simpler, the frills 
fewer. 


In these economic hard 
times, the chefs are as happy 
as the customers: The bistros 
are far more profitable than 
their famous flagships res- 
taurants. . 


to make it into a less expen- 
sive restaurant," Mr. Ros- 
tang said. 

He now rushes around to 
bis lower-priced establish- 
ments to make sure the veal 
kidneys in red wine or the 
Lyonnais sausages are just 
right 

Jacques Cagna is an enthu- 
siastic chef with a mission to 
expand, capitalising on the 
fame of his main Paris res- 
tadant 

“We offer a high-priced 
product for the few , and 
something Jower-priced but 
still whh-our stamp on it, for 
many more people , very 
comparable to ready-to-wear 
versus haute •couture," be 
said. 

Business is booming at the 
Rotisserie d'En Face , opened 
early this year directly across 
from Cagna ’s regular estab- 
lishment, which also rates 
two stars in the Mkhefin 
Guide. 


are served by fewer 
let. And the fare de- 
. everything is ampler." 
Mr. Cagna said be can do 
it $2.2 millkm of business 
sar in either restaurant, 
the Rotisserie’s overhead 
payroll costs are much 


uy Sayoy , another two- 
in Paris, started fris 
Le Bistrot De 
as a kind of modest 
fellow chefs. * 

1 1 saw the profit mar- 
said, “and l found 
sites for similar 


“There's a nostalgia for- 
informality and traditional 
cooking said Michel Ros- 
tang, who has three annex 
restaurants in Paris called 
Bistrot d'.a. Cote, based on 
hi s twp-star restaurant. ■ 

His first is literally next 
door, but the other two ate 
elsewhere in the city. All are 
filled with 19th century 
memorabilia Mr. Rostang 
collected in flea matters. 

“1 bought this little old- 
fashioned grocery store five 
years ago just because it was 
available, and finally decided 


“I aim at high quality , top 
produce, but it's less elabo- 
rate," be said of tiie Rotisser- 
ie. The food is simpfe and so 
is the decor, featuring pastor- 
al prints of cows. 

Instead of glazed lobster or 
oyster consomme with avoca- 
do, diners might enjoy duck 
pate, spit-roasted farm chick- 
en, warm apple tart and a 
good wine for about. $40 
each, approximately one- 
thud the price of a meal 
across the street • 

if My turnover is much bet- 
ter at the Rotisserie,” Mr. 
Cagna said. “Many more cus- 


gms, 
other 
places. 

His Idest, Butte Chafitot, 
departs tom the norm with 
its starktymodem decor, but 
a wood-\urning fireph 
adds cheel It intrigues a city 
clientele to th country-style 
food like la savory tart of- 
blood saiAage and apple- 
sauce andlsea bass grilled 
with a spmkJing of virgin 
olive oil. 

Jean-Pai) Lacombe of 
Lyon was sarted the annex 
business. Hicowns the famed 
Leon De Lpn, which was 
demoted this year from two 
stars to one. 


Seventeen 
Lacombe 
make money amL 
well with his . 
second restaurant, 

De Lyon. He said 
it “as a place I 
friends and play 
Mr. Lacombe 
that serving herring . 
of lobster, at fru tower 


ago, Mr. 
hecoufd 
fun as 
style 
Bistrot 
started 
mth 
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attracted crowds. Feeding 60 
diners with a five-person staff 
produced more profit than 
the luxury trade at his top- 
line restaurant. 




Over the years, Mr. 
Lacombe's idea became a 
trend. Even three-star chef 
Georges Blanc in Vonnas , 
near Lyon, has opened an 
annex. He calls it the Anden- 
ne Auberge. 

Mr. Lacombe has become 
an entrepreneur, opening 
several Lyonnais' eateries 
with various partners. They 
range from a Bistrot d'En 
Face, with Rostang , to ITta- 
Uen De Lyon, a pasta res - 
taurant. 


[«f* -I, 


“But I’d never 1 drop my 
Leon De Lyon, " be said. “It 
adds credibility to my annex, 
and shows the best I can do. " 

The other chefs concur: 
They may branch out, but 
will maintain the haute 
cuisine for personal- satisfy 
tions. 


St: 

V* 


“f want to start several 
more restaurants, maybe, 
even in Japan or the United 
States, ” Mr. Cagna said. He 


a chain , however, and Ros-. 
tang observed : ‘We’re stifi 
artisans.” 


soonX 


Hcdwige dayeux , an ex* 
pert French amateur cook; 
called the bistros “a welcome 
change" and thfe can* 
tion about moss production: 
“I hope they won’t deterkh 
rated into foe baring style of 
a chain restaurant.” 
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The Merchant of Bombay 


By Robert Shelton 


former actor with a ready “We will make it near Bhop- 
laugb contributes financing, . al, where that Union Carbide 

marlriatinrr on/} livuiiunAliahla /ficacter Innlr nlnon r**« .'on* 


- . J ua#<t I clashes 'disaster and di- 

h \ vonx too often, ft's frsci- 

'*/;»** Bating then to meet Ismail 

«vrj.-Vi , Merchant of Merchant Ivory 
»ts ‘ Sims, a collaboration that has 

li j • ^ 4 co^.. ■ lasted 31 years and Is moving 

tj rf . * m PcW* t from strength to strength. 

W;" ft ‘vas hack in 1961 that 
.• r l ; Mencfiajjf met Ca/i/orman 

director James Ivory. Later 
that year, they teamed up 
?' r « taf; wth Ruth drawer Jhabvala , 
’ c 'uotf ^ ; Ifieir script-writer, who was 
4 1 If i° Germany, educated 

. iffi . ’ in Britain and married for 25 

' ri3 u?hh faii V years to an Indian who lived' 
f voicJJji i° Bombay. Merchant Ivory 
K- is believed to be the longest 
)c collaboration in hints any- 

L% ■'*'• tired “L% where. 

‘T She tried *■ “ Its morc tban fl mar ~ 
nage,” says Merchant , quot- 
c: j: ke-'~?S? - ’ bis late actor friend 
s» roni * Kapoor. "Yes, it's 

:n>ut- rs ■ amazing to think we've been 
IfoJj : together that long. There is 

r. thr^y i mutual respect and each of us 

has a role to play." For his 
part the mercurial, handsome 


insists it's largely a matter of. 
, confidence and optimism. "If 
a chorus is singing ‘we’re all 
dead,’ then they mil be dead.- 
If the chorus sings ‘we’re all 
alive * then that will become 
the reality. It's the spirit that 
has to be kept alive. ” A $25 
million production can lose 
money, he explains, but if the" 
ingredients are right “ there's 
no reason why a him costing 
$3 to $5 million cannot make 
money.” 

Merchant Ivory has unpre- 
tentious but bustling offices 
in midtown Manhattan , Soho 
in London and near the him 
colony in his original home 
town, Bombay. Merchant has 
become a true international- 
ist, and Ends shuttling from 
one continent to another- 
“non confusing at all but very 
stimulating. ” 

. He ’s finished scouting Indi- 
an locations for a him horn a 
novel by Booker Prize-win- * 
ning author Anita Dessai. 


.about early convict labour in 
Australia from the writings of 
Thomas Keneally, another 
Booker Prize winner. 

In Europe , Merchant Ivory 
wiB him Jefferson in Paris, a 
story about the American 
president when be was envoy 
to pre-Revolutionary France. 
It hinges on a liaison between 
Jefferson and a black slave 
woman. Then the company is 
to make an as-yet untitled 
him about the painter Picasso 
in love. Merchant Ivory has 
produced 15 feature films, 
but its production tempo is 
rising now. So too . is its 
reputation . With great casts 
of distinguished actors from 
Rod Steiger to Felicity Ken- 
dal to Christopher Reeve. It's 
Merchant's particular cti// to 
enlist glossy names of quality 
because of the intelligence 
and integrity of Merchant Iv- 
ory films . 

Some critics believe the 
latest is the best, Howard’s 
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'From toft, lamm WBby, Comma. 
.Redgrave, Vanessa Redgrave and 
Josaph Hamwff in the Merchant 


Ivory production of E-M. Forster’s 
Howard's End 


End, from the novel by E.M. 
Forster. It co-stars top Oscar 
actor of 1992, Anthony Hop- 
kins, and Emma Thompson, 
wife of actor-director Ken- 
neth Branagh. Also in the 
cast are Helena Bonham Car- 
ter and Vanessa Redgrave. 
Time magazine Batly declares 
Howard's End their best 
work, but Merchant was eva- 
sive in naming his own 
favourites, “ft’s like choosing 
between children, you 
know,” he said. He did ex- 
press specially warm feelings 
for the group’s biggest hit to 
date, A Room With A View, 
for Heat And Dust, set most- 
ly in India , and Shakespeare 
Wallah. 

Merchant explained that 
his mini-studio, if it can be 
called that, “ makes us outsid- 
ers of conventional Holly- 
wood or Indian cinema cir- 
cles. Some of our films set in 
India speak more of Euro- 
pean cinema ,” be said of 
films that deal with the mesh 
or clash of cultures from east 
and west. “ From the first, we 
wanted to do 51ms for the 
international market. The 
backgrounds make at least 
two of us outsiders to pro- 
jects in Europe, America or 
India. But that works to our 
advantage, too , ’ giving us 
much more penetrating eyes. 
I think we have more acute 
observation than people who 
live here or there every day . " 

When nor cooking up a 
distribution deal or new pro- 
duction, Merchant is a gour- 
met cook who loves banquet 
scenes in his Sims (notably 
Heat And Dust). One of Jus 
great joys is to prepare giant 
feasts on sets for bis cast and 
crew.. Merchant’s book on 
Indian cuisine of a few years 
ago is a steady seller. He’s 
putting the final seasoning on 
a book about Florence that 
stems from the shoot of A 
Room With A View in 1966. 
Characteristically, Merchant 
haunts street markets for ing- 
redients and he found fusions *■ 
between curries and Italian 
food pleased everyone 
around. In July, bis booklet 
on vegetarian cooking will be 



Enina Thompson 

distributed through the 
powerful Sainsbuiy super- 
market chain in Britain. 

Ismail Noormohamed 
Abdul Rebman Merchant 
was bom to a devout Muslim 
family on Christmas Day 
1936. His father was a textiles 
man with a flair for picking 
winning horses at races, from 
which the son inherited his 
risk-taking leanings. Ismail 
studied at Bombay Muslim 
and Jesuit-run schools. While 
at St. Xavier’s College and 
producing some student 
shows, he added Merchant to 
the family name Rehman. He 
then went to New York City 
and earned a Master’s De- 
gree in Business Administra- 
tion from New York Uni- 
versity. 

“Since I was a boy,” be 
recalls “I wanted to put my 
energies into him. I watched 
Hollywood exports and the 
great flood of song-and - 
dance spectacles that came 
from Bombay 51m studios.” 
In the late 1950s , he says , ‘7 
developed a passion for the 
European master directors, 
like Bergman, De Sica and 
Fellini.” » 

* His initiation into produc- 
ing came in 1958 when he 
made a 14-minute commen- 
tary about Indian myth, 
Creadon Of Woman. It won 
an Oscar nomination for a 
short subject. Since that 
time, on his hist budget of 
only $9,000, he has become 
an expert at keeping budgets 
low. Last year's Mr. and Mrs. 
Bridge, co-starring Paul 


Newman and his wife Joanne 
Woodward, was made for 
$7.5 million. Howard's End 
exceeds that at $8 million , a 
trifle compared to Hollywood 
budgets. 

Merchant has, beyond the 
ability to enlist stars at less 
tban their normal fees , a 
great facility for “ borrowing ” 
expensive props wherever he 
can. And there are those 
curry banquets to keep moral 
high for cast and crew. 

There’s been a gradual 
shift down the years of audi- 
ence taste toward Merchant 
Ivory hlms, many adapted 
from serious books like Hen- 
ry James’s The Europeans 
and The Bostonians. I he au- 
dience no longer regards 
them as art-house movies , 
and so Merchant Ivory pro- 
ductions have entered the 
mainstream. 

“We are a small operation 
of quality movie-making ,” 
the producer explained. “Af- 
ter the great critical and box- 
office success of A Room 
With A View, people were 
throwing scripts and big- 
money offers at us. The 
temptations were almost too 
great. But we decided to go 
on independently by 
ourselves.” Merchant Ivory 
hlms are not without their 
critics. Some compare the 
rather horid, occasional pre- 
cious period pieces to the 
clothes of Laura Ashley. 
Merchant, a man of volatile 
temperament smiled , howev- 
er, when he replied: “Some 
shallow-minded, prejudiced 
people ask why we've made 
three Forster stories. He is a 
wonderful British writer who 
talks of today. A better ques- 
tion is: Why not Forster?” 

“We are fortunate to have 
our great supporters. Famous 
actors who like our approach, 
loyal investors here in Lon- 
don who stick with us for 
many years. And we have an 
audience that stretches from 
California through Europe to 
Japan. They have come to 
understand that a Merchant 
Ivory him will have certain 
qualities not often to be 
found elsewhere” — World 
News Link. 



A rare example erf level-headedness in tlra fBm 
business, the Merchant ivory production com - 
patty has survived even success. Part of the 
credit goes to ismail Merchant 



Helena Bonham Carter 
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San Francisco enjoys poetry reading revival 


•SAN FRANCISCO (R) — 
-Nearly 38 years after Allen 
Ginsberg gave bis first San 
Francisco reading of Howl, 
the anthem of the beat gen- 
eration, public poetry read- 
ings are in a resurgence in the 
United States. 

’Every night of the week 
except Saturday there’s an 
open mike going on some- 
where, " said Kathy Georges , 
a poet who coordinates read- 
ings at the Exit Cafe, one of 
dozens of Bay Area cafes and 
flubs that welcome poetry 
readings. 

The poets say San Francis- 
co is at the forefront of a 
I national resurgence of read- 


ings. 

Signs of a rebirth of in- 
terest in poetry can be found 
in national events such as 
‘Toe try Slam” where the 
best poets from eight cities 
.compete. This year’s contest 
will be held in Boston in 
May. 

On open-mike nights, 
those who want to read their 
works simply show up early 
and put their names on a fist. 

Most poetry nights have 
featured readers bat on a 
recent evening at die Exit a 
couple of walk-in poets 
proved to be more popular 
than their featured col- 
leagues. 


Craig Easley, a 41-year-old 
clerical worker for Pacific 
Gas and Electric Co., read to 
a standing-room-only crowd 
a poem he called Beat. It 
went, in part: 

“ 'Beat has its own slang 

Beat was the big bang. 

Beat was there in the be- 

yi 

Beat got put into the atom 
bomb. 

Beat got frustrated in 
Vietnam....” 

While Easley’s poem bad a 
deddefy political bent, the 
poems at the Exit run the 
gamut of topics, Georges 
said. 

“Love, sex, seasons. 


money, music, tuna fish — it 
realty does vary, ” she said. 
“Once we bad a stripper 
reading a poem about strip- 
ping” 

The evening's featured 
poet, Quentin Baker, read a 
poem about each of his chil- 
dren and one about his 
grandson, which he illus- 
trated by passing aroond a 
photograph of the boy. 

Some of the poets have 
been published try small local 
presses. Others, such as eas- 
ley, say the readings alone 
are a worthy goal. 

* 'Anyone who is a poet has 
to understand that the end 
goal isn’t to get something 


published but to read it to 
people” Easley said. 

Some of the poets labour 
for months on a poem before 
they are ready to present it to 
an audience. Others are just 
as likely to read a poem they 
composed that night. 

Amy Kashiwabara, 18, 
wrote My Green Thumb at a 
table at the Exit Cafe as she 
waited for her turn. 

" Your skeleton is a gar- 
den,” it began, “Begging to 
bear fruit.” 

For audiences who pack 
ydaces Hkc the Exit, poetry 
readings are at the least 
cheap entertainment Most 


are free. 

Katherine Harrar, owner 
of Small Press Traffic Book 
Store, sees the readings in the 
context of man’s early his- 
tory. 

“It was the way of the 
tribal community,” she said. 
“Sometimes when people are 
sitting around the room 
listening to someone read, 
you feel like you’re getting 
back to that tribal com- 
munity.” 

She attributes the poetry 
scene’s current popularity to 
a lack of national culture and 
mass media that she says 
seem to be growing more 
remote from their audience. 


“When the culture offers 
you less and less, when the 
mass media is so obviously 
corrupt and filled with bias, 
and when the publishing in- 
dustry is dominated by just a 
few publishers, it seems like a 
natural reaction for people to 
start Ending a more personal 
art form,” she said. 

Jerry Miley, who has been 
published by local small 
presses, showed up recently 
in the crowded, smoke-hlled 
poetry room of one cafe with 
a plastic bag hlled with 
poems. 

The room is decorated with 
a non-working cigarette 
machine and a jukebox with 


recordings by jazzmen who 
provided the musical sounds 
of the beat era: Dave 
Brubeck , Stan Getz and 
others. 

Miley, an intense and 
bearded man. declaimed his 
poem Rehections From The 
Tenderloin, about a down- 
and-out San Francisco neigh- 
bourhood, as if his life de- 
pended on it. 

“For the poor poet who 
can’t afford to send out 300 
copies of a manuscript to diffe- 
rent publishers, the best 
way for that artist to decide 
what is to test out written 
manuscripts before a poetry 
audience,” he said. 
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Exhibition of Gericauit’s works at iast ‘breaks the myth 9 


By Pascale Te&aac 

A painter hats rarely been irtentiftod with, 
a single work to the extent that ThSo - 
dare Gtricantt has with ids Radeau De La 
Mt duse (Raft of the ** M& duse), 99 an im- 
mense masterpiece both in its Siam 
(32m 2 ) and in its quality, but wftldb has - 
unfairly put the rest of this very great 
artist’s work in the shade. 


. 4 ’ 


PARIS — The superb re- 
trospective presented in the 
Grand Palais in Paris, for the 
bicentenary of Gtricault’s 
birth, finally remedies this 
Injustice. Three hundred 
porks, brought together for 
fire Erst time, some of which 
have never been on view in 
France, at last make it possi- 
ble to "break the myth” of 
this rejected artist who died 
at the age of 32 as a result of 
several falls from a horse, a 
pity for a man who. loved 
Worses so much and painted 
them so weQ. 

Another irony of fate is 
that the Radeau De La 
Mdduse, which cannot be 
moved, is not shown in the 


exhibition. This is a good 
pretext for visitors to go and 
see it, free of charge, in the 
Louvre. There are, however, 
numerous sketches and pre- 
paratory studies tracing the 
genesis of this masterpiece, 
inspired by the shipwreck of 
the frigate Mdduse in 1816. 
1 he ship bad set sail for 
Senegal and sank on the way. 
Of the one hundred and forty 
or so men piled onto the 
makeshift raft, only fifteen 
survived. 

History has retained the 
horror of scenes of cannibal- 
ism among the castaways, but 
Gdricault finally chose to 
paint a moment of hope in his 
picture , when the castaways 


spot a sail and try to draw the 
attention of the rescue ship , - 
in vain, the first time. 


from nature 


Corpses do, however , fi- 
gure on the raft, painted , one 
could say, from life, as Gdri- 
cault , who bad rented a spe- 
cial studio in which to do this 
painting, had pieces of auto- 
pried corpses brought from a 
neighbouring hospital, in his 
concern for realism He had 
also visited rick people and 
drawn their faces marked 
with suffering. The horror, 
which is absent in the paint- 
ing, is very present in the 
sketches and preparatory 
drawings. 

. Other experts have wanted 
to make GdricauH the prom- 
oter of the war epic because 
of his numerous “military,” 
paintings, but, on the face of 
the Mounted Light-Infantry 
Officer who has turned over 
on the battlefield, one does 
not read the glory of arms but 
the tragedy of war. The 


Light-Infantry lieutenant of 
the Imperial Guard, who 
posed for this painting, which 
is one' of G^ricauft’s most 
famous, was to die a few 
months later in the. retreat 
horn Russia. 

Gdricault was bom in 1791 
and was the son of a disting- 
uished person in the pro- 
vinces who , to begin with, 
opposed his son’s vocation. 
He was a keen and talented 
copyist, as shown in his 
copies of works by Rem- 
brandt, Caravaggio and . Ti- 
tian, presented in the exhibi- 
tion. A letter from the Direc- 
tor of the Imperial Museums, 
Vivant Denon, dated 1812, 
tells us that the young man 
bad been thrown out of the 
Louvre “for ever” after a 
violent row with a student 
and an angry quarrel with the 
custodians . 

P or t r aits of madman 

From Italy, where he went 
in 1816-17, G&icauft brought 
bade, among other things, a 
series of magnificent studies 


on the theme of “The race for 
free horses,” a traditional 
festivity in the Roman carniv- 
al. The horses go tearing 
along in this race without any 
hameses or riders and, at the 
arrival, no doubt at the peril 
of their lives, the stableboys 
stop them in the midst of 
their gallop. For a passionate 
horse/over like GSricault, it 
was a marvellous theme. 
However, be did not use it as 
a basis for the great painting- 
which , according to his biog- 
raphers, he had planned, 
contenting himself with about 
twenty painted studies 
(several of which have, un- 
fortunately disappeared) and 
numerous drawings. 

Another revelation at the 
exhibition is the magnificent 
lithographs which the painter 
made in London, where he 
went in 1820 to exhibit his 
Radeau De La M£duse with a 
success which the work had' 
not bad in France. These are 
gfoomy works both from the 
point of view of the techni- 
ques and the grim subjects 
presented. In them Gdricault 


depicts the misery of the 
town, its beggars . its paraly- 
tics, its fishmongers and its 
bagpipe players, as well as 
the old plough-horses of the 
English countryside. 

The exhibition ends on 
four extraordinary portraits 
of madmen: the Monoma- 
niacs ( monomania , a de- 
lirium on a single theme, was 
then a concept that was very 
much in vogue among mental 
health specialists). GSricault 
painted Eve of them; the 
Monomaniac Of The Military 
Commander (which is in 
Winterthur and it was not 
possible, to present in Paris), 
the Monomaniac of the Quid 
Stealer, and those of Gamb- 
ling and Envy (which are 
women) and Theft. 

Gdricault died in 1824 after 
two years of suffering 
brought about as the result of 
a series of falls from horses. 
The death agony was atro- 
ciously painful and marked 
by several operations which 
turned out to be useless. He 
was 32 years old — L’Ac- 
tualite En France. 



Theodore Gdricaulfs the Mounted Lighten- 
fernery Liautmuuit of the Imperial Guard 




Cambodia in the grip of malaria epidemic 


’■ t'J: 


By Richard Weriy 

PHNOM PENH — “Every- 
one talks about the danger of 
landmines, but that is not the 
worst threat,” says Dr. Kevin 
L. Palmer bom bis office in 
the heart of the Cambodian 
capital. He is referring to the 
legacy of two decades of war 
that have leb vast areas of 
land pocked with unexploded 
landmines. Thousands have 
lost life and limb, yet Dr. 
Palmer cannot find words 
strong enough to stress the 
importance of what may be 
an even greater killer in this 
battered country — malaria. 
Sent bom the Malay capital 
of Kuala Lumpur where be 
heads a specialised research 
unit of the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), Dr. 
Palmer is pulling as bard as 
he can on the alarm bells. 
“ There is nothing new about 
the situation, but with the 
rainy season coming and the 
lack of an adequate sanitary 


and medical infrastructure, 
the epidemic could be uncon- 
trollable. Two to four people 
are killed by landmines every 
day , but a much higher num- 
ber of deaths can be attri- 
buted to malaria f ” he 
stressed. 

Malaria has long been a 
problem in Cambodia , and 
strains resistant to normal 
medication have been known 
in the country for several 
^enerad'oos. With the repat- 
riation that started on March 
30 of some 375,000 Khmer 
refugees who 'spent more 
than a decade in camps on 
the Thai side of the border , 
and the projected deploy- 
ment of 16,000 United Na- 
tions “blue helmet ” 
peacekeeping troops, the 
risks are greater than usual. 
“The most affected areas are 
in the northwest of the coun- 
try, where the worst Gghting 
occurred, ” says Dr. Palmer, 
pointing at a map coloured in 
pink to show malaria-infested 


regions. About 79 per cent 
of the refugees have asked to 
go back to that area and 
several battalions of the 
peacekeeping force are to be 
stationed there.” 

Less than six months alter 
the signing of the Cambodian 
peace accords , this latest pla- 
gue is threatening a nation 
tom apart by over 20 years of 
war. The Geneva-based 
WHO issued a two-page 
communique to alert local 
and international health 
organisations. The document 
stresses that medical supplies 
available in the country do 
not cover a quarter of the 
needs and that medical ser- 
vices in villages have dis- 
appeared. Japan's Hiroshi 
Nakajima, who beads the 
global health organisation , is 
clear about the danger: “If 
this country does not receive 
enough drugs or support for 
the improvement of its health 
system , we run the risk of 
seeing a real tragedy. ” In a 



Miners in western Cambodia, the 
most malaria — infested regiora. 


seek help at one of the few medic- 
al ce n tres available 


bid to avert the danger, local 
WHO teams have joined 
forces with the main non- 
governmental organisations 
(NGOs) based in Phnom 
Penh to inform organisers of 
the repatriation programme 
and future U.N. troops of the 
health hazard. With the 
Cambodian Red Cross, they 
have produced and distri- 
buted maps indicating danger 
zones. These are being used 
by the U.N. High Commis- 
sion for Refugees (UNHCR) 
& selecting areas where large 
numbers of refugees will be 
relocated. “Defining danger 
areas is a first step , " says Dr. 
Palmer. It's crucial to “avoid 
going too deeply into infested 
areas. ” In addition, the com- 
munique provides details on 
drugs and dosages effective 
against various strains of 
malaria. 

Several meetings to refine 
details are scheduled in 
Phnom Penh between WHO 
and the health services of the 
German army, which is in 
cbaige of the medical protec- 
tion of the U.N. troops. The 
goal is to achieve coherence 
in the types of drugs avaOable 
to the contingents and to set 
up mechanisms to follow up 
mid counter some of the side 
effects linked to prolonged 
absorption of the broad- 
based antibiotic ’ tetracy- 
cline and quinine, the main 
form of emergency treatment 
for malaria. 

•The task of protecting such 
large numbers of people is 
phenomenal. U.N. contin- 
gents have been sent from 
around the world with advice 
from their national medical 
services; some already in the 
country have arrived with in- 
appropriate, or worse, toxic 
drugs. “Every strain • of resis- 
tant malaria has to be treated 
with adequate drugs pre- 
scribed in -a specific dosage 
over a determined length of 
time. Otherwise, the para- 
sites continue to multiply and 
■the patients relapse," says 
Dr. Palmer. “We are review - 


WEEKEND CROSSWORD 


WELL- VERSED 
By Don Johnson 


1 Woody's boy 

38 A Fonda 

68 NYSE word: abbr. 

94 Max. food 

5 Hauled 

39 Detecting gadget 

88 Coup <r— 

95— bear 

10 Actor Gaorga 

42 Related 

70 Accural ateti 

97 More rational 

15 Browning's 
■Rabbi Ban — ' " 

matameBy 
43 Park teatue 

71 Fast food order 
tatters 

98 Old Greek dty 
TOO Overdue 

19 Appear 

46 Carve 

74 Haphazardly 

10! Bugundy and 

20 Actor's fete 

47 Advantage 

7B — tala 

Liuinpagne drtnk 

21 Amptwheatar 

48 More docile 

80 la sorry tor 

104 Tuesday 

22 Poultry disease 

49 Bluer medicine 

82 "— the Top" 

1 05 Summer wear 

23 "Bus Stop" 

51 Sundance Kid's 

(Cola Porter) 

109 Kind of type: 

author 


83 Walking — 

abbr. 

24 Practical details 

52 The sun 

(elated) 

110 Cnising 

28 First-ctass 

53 water pipes 

84 Shan end ' 

ill Upt&n 

27 Ocaan mutes 

56 Patriotic org. 

85 Apportion 

112 laland greeting 

113 Rattan d'— 

28 Long Uma 

57 Adores 

87 Dog of oid tens 

30 Export 

59 Walei Hems 

89 Hot5tuff 

114 Bunch of dowers 

32 Punter Fernand 

60 Seaver or Saileck 

90 Blockheads 

115 Snow contempt 

33 Summons 

62 Eastern natives 

92 Cnanged me 

118 Squash end 

35 Parents 

63 Bony plate 

color of 

pumpkin 

38 Walk unsteadily 

65 Swaggers 

93 Complained 

1 17 — of passage 

DOWN 

1 Sale conddxin 

18 Manic 

53 Certain tract Of 

79 Steeping 

words 

25 Security pledges 

land 

81 Certain tune 

2 LaSque or 

28 Writer James 

54 Flgnts 

period 

Lacoste 

31 BteScal prophet 

56 Moiegroucfty 

84 Faster 

3 Lawyers. 

33 Discussion fyoup 

58 Thai can be seen: 

88 Savoir-faire 

humortxisiy 

34 Watts or Agassi 

abbr. 

88 Loafs 

4 Eggdbh 

35 Paragon 

61 Slimy 

89 T reran*! 

5 Leather worker 

38 Eng. river 

63 Forbidding 

91 Some entrees 

6 WHiow 

37 Agnes Moore- 

64 Proofreader s 

93 light rata 

7 kiteUgence 

8 Tima zone tetters 

hoad TV role 

mark 

95 Analyze a 

38 Door parts 

65 Knd of strike 

sentence 

9 Actress Susan 

39 Btuenesas 

66 Ice oaam 

96 Water mammal 

10 NCO 

40 Bght 

67 Dapper 

97 Bantu 

11 Greai Lakes 

pret 

69 Cases tor small 

language 


Indians 

12 Acqures 

13 Opp. of syn. 

14 One not al me 
dorgy 

15 Thai can be 
expunged 

16 1940 s wear 

1 7 OM Norse poem 


41 Twelvemonth 

43 — in Sis 
woods 

44 Tease 

45 "Who's Afraid of 
Virgesa Woolf?" 
playwright 

46 Jaier 
50 Pioneer 


articles 

70 Tartan 

71 Nall 

72 Humdinger 

73 Informers 

75 Nobtemen 

76 City near 
Ankara 

77 Join 


Diagramless 21 * 2I, By James Barrick 


ACROSS 
1 Used to be 

4 Legendary turd 

5 Mystical card 
7 Thespian 

B Garrulous 

12 Kind gl baD or 

13 Singing voice 

15 City on the NRe 

16 Bat legally 
18 Attorney — 


DOWN 

1 — and rUn 

2 Greet artery 

3 Go qiicMy 

5 Animal fat 

6 Nomadic groups 
B Work 

9 Atmosphere 

10 Of great extant 

11 it. cathedral 
etty 

12 Destined 

14 Scatter seed 


19 Cooked In water 
21 Sword 
24 Board g3me 
piece 

27 Baby horse 

28 Gats on 
33 Destruction 
38 Chief 

40 Smallest of the 
War 

41 NO plus — 


15 Far from a 
gentleman 
17 Energy 

20 Rich patterned 
fabric 

21 Leap 

22 Knight's weapon 

23 Makes changes In 
25 Squander 

25 Saltpeter 
27 To and — 

29 Fermented drmk 


42 — add 

43 Concerning 

44 A single time 

45 Suspicious 

46 Water, vaporized 

47 Goblet part 

48 Skin: comb. 

(arm 

50 Seller of cakes 
and cookies 
52 Pale's game 


30 Itenerary: aMw. 

31 Leave die straight 
and narrow 

32 Utter 

33 Possesses 

34 Ouanbty: abbr. 

35 Contend 

36 Stop — dime 

37 Blend. 

39 — de pkxne 
49 Unruty crowd 
51 At the stem 


98 Trade 

99 Max. money 

100 Solitary 

101 Farmer's yield 

102 Dray 

103 Swes painter 

106 Layer 

107 Chance 

108 Grand — Opry 


57 Stockton's sate: 
abbr. 

60 Donkey 

61 Emissary 

62 Ancient garment 
83 Stratagem 

64 Brashes 

68 Eat sway 

69 Imp 

70 Dry, saxf of wkie 

71 Jet letters 


53Sfce 

54 Gator's 
cousin 

55 ReasorWs word 

56 Went from place 
to place 

57 Trust 

58 Fever 

59 Minus 

85 Urge onward 

66 Adores 

67 Official decree 



Last Week's Cryptograms 


1. Generally, a truly virtuous man cun swiftly convert the rags he wears 
into fine, royal raiments. 

2. As sheriffs soda. and asaaches mire cities, dowager wonders what she once 
saw in high tea and crumpets. 

3. 'Explorer encounters lew white arctic fores on his anneal North Pole 
trip. 

4. Definition for deni: Huahape from minor mishap. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

1. NTBEJL CHYTA ATDKVB. DVTHK NHEB YC 
TAA. HJPL TDTK CE QEYP XYHXJL TL T 


qjlIAVH. YCL CHTIYX! 
2. AGWR LGXRO NAR 


—By Earl Ireland 


LJEYIRIKSAC JC J CBGHMIRY C H E E R I *0 
REY MR LGXRO J MBKSAC S I G N!— By Lois H. Jones 
3. OCTOCLLRM Y W. LQC VYRWEPY FGYVQAB 
XRBBGL XG9VOCQCBF LQC NRIAX OPYCI 


GE R QPBLCO’l TRSC. 


— By Gordon Miller 


4. PCHJK 


L JMNONPQR 


KJSFRH 


MNTUQNTN FT L OMFV RFQOJ. MQNUN 
OWPRJ MJVPT VJKNTUQJ SNJ CPK W NR 


L J R R J K B. 


lir.lHll HOTTI Ill'll 1 '.MUM 
Mmif'T MUM 1 1 MflMM nnrmn 
MM?iFtnnonBnnni4i.n4nn "tinn 
HHIJFJH FiHf'ii.iM; irt nnnnr-in 

MHO MUtlMU MMti (IMG 

mnTnnunn rah nnnuR 
nnnfj .7wi'ininni.7.Mr.iriniinnnn 
omnnn r-inr-i mnmit nmnfiu 
fiuonrin nnnn urmm nnnn 
unu mim w.ittm nnn 
r : iri[i]i : iH nri imumo r.rnnn 
mum rji'inci n r.Hi.i itnn 
iMi.in i.inrun nunn nnnnnn 
n:-nnn anrara rtfm cmnui'j 
nannc-inrwnnnmiuHM iiur.ir.i 
hi'Ihmh non iwinaiii'iri 
nnn Finn bhlium rji-iu 
lniinriu nunuuNU i-iiirriri 
ri.'iBi'iHi:inMnri(i;]r.vnur.inriori 
uw.mn nnnn nnun mini 
nioi ruin uriuii nnnn 


— By Phillip Brennan 

SOLUTION* OF 
LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 
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ing the entire system by 
: which the contingents are to 
be protected. It is vital to 
coordinate and train doctors 
and nurses if we are to avoid 
being decimated by the rainy 
season One measure is to 
equip every soldier with a 
mosquito net impregnated 
with insecticide. 

Doctors point to the feet 
that most refugees suffer 
from weakened immune sys- 
tems as a result of years of 
living in camps; one or two 
mosquito nets per family 
should be made available, 
providing the UNHCR has 
enough money. Some units, 
such as the Australian contin- 
gent , have adopted their own 
preventive measures by 
equipping their troops with 
long-sleeved uniforms tre- 
ated with insecticide. WHO 
has recommended that the 12 
blue helmet battalions ex- 
pected in Cambodia by the 
end of May take similar pre- 
cautions, and the U.N. has 
installed anti-insect devices in 
all its buildings. 

Action has also been taken 
on a political level. Streng- 
tbened by the support of 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, 
who returned to the Cambo- 
dian capital last November 
after a 13-year exile , several 
WHO specialists have orga- 
nised a meeting of the 
Cambodian SupremeNation- 
al Council , the ruling body 
which groups the four 
Cambodian actions. The 
council has been examining 
the question of the return of 
refugees who were living in . 
camps controlled by three 
parties that formed the resist- 
ance coalition that fought the 
Vietnamese-installed regime 
in Phnom Penh. Also under 
scrutiny is the situation in the 
so-called “liberated zones,” 
border areas controlled by 
guerrilla factions. Covered by 
dense, impenetrable jungle , 
the border zone is infested 
with the most virulent strains 
of malaria. ■ 

Despite these efforts, the 
epidemic is far from under 
control. The Khmer Rouge 


have persistently refused to 
let the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross or. the 
U.N. into territory they con- 
trol in the west. The head- 
quarters of the Khmer Rouge 
are known as one of the most 
malaria-infested regions of 
the country: the area attracts 
thousands of miners every 
day who come from Thailand 
and Burma to work in the 
Pailin gold mines. Without 
basic medical and sanitary 
fecih'ties, malaria reportedly 

Haims hundreds of Victims 

yearly. 

Substantial population 
movement — miners, return- 
ing refugees and U.N. troop 
deployments — is likely to 
spread the problem. “Some 
parts of the country that were 
unaffected are now at risk,” 
warns Dr. Palmer. “The 
question is not the eradica- 
tion of the disease because 
we do not have the means to 
do so. We need to contain its 
impact and make sure that 
peace in Cambodia does not 
provoke uncontrolled accel- 
eration of the epidemic in the 
region ” — World News Link. 


* 




:"• •• • ' : 

•j 


1 ■ * , t 

^ - , v- i * * 


j. & 

vr ■ — 



4 - 


r 

or. -V 

.» ^ <* v 
• 4 


m 

* 

*■*" -t 

• 

V ' 

• .T 
T.* 

V 

• ? 

* 

v,y 

. 


Vi? ' 


TImm children bom in thm 
awm neatly to go la 
being easy victims of the 


mm, tat they risk 
malaria e pidemi c. 


mm 7M 


mm 










. U a. 




About four million Cambodian 
f ag mm s are stertbag to 'go be 
under U.N. supervision. Doc* 
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Study questions safety of 
mammograms under age SO 


By Daniel Q. Haney 

The Associated Press 
BOSTON — One of the 
world's largest studies of 
mammograms will conclude 
that women under age 50 are 
actually more likely to die of 
breast cancer after they re- 
ceive the common tests, say 
experts familiar with the 
work. 

The research, not yet pub- 
lished, already has come 
under attack from radiolog- 
ists, ,wbo say it was flawed 
and its conclusions wrong. 
Nonetheless, some believe it 
may persuade health orga- 
nisations to withdraw their 
support of routine mammo- 
grams for women under age 
50. 

A survey in 17 states in 
1980 found that three-quar- 
ters of all U.S. women over 
age 40 bad gotten al least one 
mammogram. 

The Canadian National 
Breast Cancer Screening 
Study was conducted on 
nearly 90,000 women at 15 
hospitals across Canada. Ex- 
perts following the work say 
it found that those in their 40s 
who were randomly assigned 
to get mammograms were 
more likely to die from breast 
cancer during the next 10 
years than were those given 
physical exams alone to 
check for cancerous lumps. 

The study, which began in 
1980, was a frequent topic of 
discussion at a recent nation- 
al conference on breast can- 
cer in Boston, although it was 
not formally on the program- 
me. Some doctors said they - 
fear ,l mammograms kill ” 
headlines will make women 
afraid to get tests than can 
save their lives. 

,f We don't want to scare 
tire whole population into 
staying away from mammo- 
grams, including women 
under age 50,” said Dr. 


Daniel Kopans, director of 
breast imaging at Mas- 
sachusetts General Hospital. 

The Canadian researchers 
would say only that their 
study shows women under 50 
don't benefit from mammo- 
grams. They declined to dis- 
cuss the possibility of an in- 
creased risk of death or other 
ffndings until the work is 
published, perhaps later this 
year. But they adamantly de- 
fended the quality of their 
work. 

“I think our study has been 
conducted in a meticulous, 
honest and open fashion. We 
have a very good study, and I 
think it has important im- 
plications for policy,” said 
Dr. Cornelia J. Baines of the 
University of Toronto, depu- 
ty director of the study. 

Dr. Kopans and others said 
they learned of the study's 
results from several presenta- 
tions made by the Canadian 
researchers at small medical 
meetings. The magazine Di- 
agnostic Imaging cited “un- 
confirmed reports ” that the 
study shows women in their 
40s who got annual mammor- 
grams were 50 per cent more 
likely to die of breast cancer 
than women who did not. 

At the American Cancer 
Society, officials said they did 
not know enough about the 
stuffy to comment on it. “All 
we’ve heard are rumours,” 
said spokeswoman Joanne 
Schellenbach. 

The society is among a 
dozen major health organisa- 
tions that recommend 
mammograms annually for 
women over age 50 and 
mammograms every year or 
two for those 40 to 50. 

Several large studies have 
shown that mammograms sig- 
nificantly reduce the risk of 
(hath for women overage 50. 
There has never been any 
proof that they save the lives 


of younger women. • 

Because of its large size, 
the Canadian study was 
meant to settle this question. 
From 1980 to 1985, 89,789 
women were enrolled to re- 
ceive four or Eve yearly 
screening exams. 

Critics said die notion that 
mammograms might some- 
how increase the risk of 
breast cancer in the years 
immediately after they are 
gjven does not make biologic- 
al sense. 

Radiation is unlikely to 
play a role. Exposure during 
mammograms is extremely 
low, and radiation takes 
many years to cause cancer. 

The Canadian researchers 
have speculated that because 
mammography machines 
squeeze the breast, they 
might force cells from tiny 
tumours into the blood- 
stream, speeding their 
spread. Dr. Baines called this 
“a reasonable hypothesis. '* 

Dr. Kopans countered that 
squeezing the breast would 
damp blood vessels shut , 
having just the opposite 
effect. 

He and others suggested 
the study found women get- 
ting mammograms at higher 
risk of death because the 
researchers assigned more 
women with advanced breast 
cancers to the mammogram 
group than to the comparison 
group. 

These critics contend the 
study was further ffawed be- 
cause the mammograms were 
perfoimed by poorly trained 
technicians and phyridans us- 
ing out-of-date equipment 
that missed cancers. This 
would have cancelled any 
survival advantage that could 
have come from discovering 
breast cancer early. ^ 

“The study was well snten- 
tioned, but the quality of 
carrying out the project 


threw everything off,” said 
Dr. Stephen Feig of Jefferson 
Medical College in Phi- 
ladelphia. “It's * garbage in 
and garbage out. ’ With their 
large numbers , it's large gar- ^ 
bage in and large garbage " ' 
out” 

Dr. Feig was a consultant 
to the project in the early 
1980s but eventually quit, J: V' 
saying his recommendations 
to improve screening f ! 
methods were ignored. : ' * 

After Dr. Feig left. Dr. 
Kopans reviewed marnmo-r 
grams taken in the first two '*> — 
years of the study. He found 
that half were of such poor ■ 
quality that they couid have 
missed cancer. 

Dr. Baines responded that 
nearly all of the equipment 
used was “state of the art ” > 
when the study began. The ■ $ ^ 
quality of the screening was ! 
like that received by ordinary ' ^ 
people in the community, 
and it improved as time 
passed . : 8 *c« 

“S ome of the most virulent J ."f 1 
critics are people who run , ; 
screening clinics where the ; J - 
radiologist is king, ” said Dr. i **•' 
Baines. “To imagine this su - ! Ifc: 
perb excellence can be j* 
achieved for a whole popular 
Don is unrealistic, hi real life, ^ 
we know there are (Efferent 
levels of performance.” 

Dr . I. Craig Henderson , 
chief of medical oncology at , 
tite University of California, V 
San Francisco, predicted the '■* 
Canadian study “will pull the 
rug out from under a lot of 
people,” but he said the 
radiologists' reaction has ^ 
been overly defensive. ^ 

“This might be a chanc e 
negative result But it under- v 
tines the feet that we have 
never had any data to support 1 
our national policy ” recoin- 
mending mammograms for ,m!> 
younger women. Dr. Hen- 
derson said. 
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Plight of refugees on focus 


(Contoured from page 1) 

y ' The United States and other on- 
Mscr&have tried to keep ebntrovenuil 
■nrandre background aodfocoft cm 
, nodert, practical 'Steps to coded 
drfinff problems. and perhaps 
mobilise support for some small pilot 

>g«tL 

. put fas strategy was under threat 
id' Ottawa, where Arabs said the? 
int end to raw: the Tafesthnauc’ right 
to return to homes in toad and toe 
territories boo which they fled or 
fnera «spdled after Kfldeast wan 
from 1948 to 1967. 

1 - The chief Jordanian delegate to the 
refi^ee talks, Jaw*d A1 Aram, told 
Reuters on Tuesday toe U.S. Sato 
; Department bad sent Arabs a me* 
sage oner toe weekend them 
"not to raise toe right of return. 

"But we stffl fed we should reaf- 
firm toe right of retain, as stipulated 
in United Nations General Assembly 
Resolution 194. This is a highly fedt- 
aaod issue and there is room for it lo 
be included," be said. 

The Palestinians held out hope toe ' 
absentees in the Ottawa talk* would 
participate later on. 

. “I think you’ve got to take this as a 
process,” said Dr. Ettas Sanbar, a 
professor at the Sorix mn c in Paris 
who hewk rtw. Mwtiniwi 

Referring to toe Israelis, he added, 
*T hope they’ll take the tram later 
on." 

Delegations from about 35 coun- 
tries, including many from the Middle 
East, No rth Africa, the Europe a n 
Community and the eo-sponsors of 
the current negotiations, toe United ■ 
S tates tod l tnw a . uuil at hand at toe 
Ottawa talks. 

Chairing the meeting was Marc 
Perron, a ss is t ant deputy mintow for 
Africa and the Middle East The 
opening day Wednesday was devoted 
to aflowing each side to state its 
views. 

la Washington, toe Urited States 
d efe nded its deefeejaa to exclude 
Palestinians fresn wfa on Mideast 
suss tjbotroi but held out of toe 
grospoettoey may be in dn d e d at a 

State Department spokeswoman 
Margaret Tutwiler said the Bush 
administration was “ v ery pleased 
with the process” the meetings repre- 
sent despite the ahsence of some key 
players. 

The arms talks — winch drew 
representatives from 13 hfiddle East 
countries, including farad, as wcB as 
Ghana, India, Japan, Turkey and the 
Rn wipMHi f^mmimify — are the only 




ones to which the Palestinians were 
not invited. 

Ms. Tutwiter said that as the 
anus talks dealt with “armies, 
with navies, with air forces, with 
procurement of weapons, et 
cetera” it was dete named by 
co-hosts Russia and the- United 
States that, “the entities that have 
those capabilities are best there 
to address those,” 

“I don't believe, to my know- 
ledge, that the Palesturians... 
have a navy, an army, an air- 
force,” she told reporters. 

But she stressed “this is the 
beginning rtf toe process” and toe 
imitation list amid evolve in the 
future. - 

A Palestinian delegation has 
come to Washington anyway, 
seeking to enter the dialogue on 
security, if only informally. 

“We haven't come to ga te- 

r crash (but) we have very practical 
proposals to present and we're 
trying to meet as many people 
(with toe invited delegations) as 
we can” outside the formal arms 
talks format, said spokesman 
Yezid Sayigh. 

“We don’t think Aral’s logical 
or productive” that Palestinians 
are excluded, he said. “Either 
we're a party to the conference 
and a party in the region or we’re 
not.” 

hi a statement, the Palestinians 
said toe aim of their delegation 
was “to assist through construc- 
tive and far-sighted proposals in 
ending toe regional aims race and 
in creating a new Middle East 
security system that allows all 
states and peoples in the region to 
five in peace and security.” 

The talks opened on Monday 
with U.S. and Russian hosts — 
indoding top U.S. aide Dennis 
Ron and Moscow arms nego- 
tiator AJexi Obukhov — present- 
ing a roadmap for approaching 
Mkteast arms control and also 
included discussion among the 
participants. 

On Tuesday, the deleg a t i ons 
visited a secure room on the State 
Department’s seventh floor that 
serves as the unclear risk reduc- 
tion centre that the United States 
and the former Soviet Union 


established in their capitals in 
1987 when the two countries still 
saw each other as cold war 
threats. 

The centres — equipped with 
four computers, four printers and 
four fox machines — help moni- 
tor arms control agreements and 
nndear tests and would be used 
to head off a crisis in event of an 
accidental nuclear launch. 

The tour is part of a program- 
me that has focused on educating 


participants on methods and con- 
cepts of arms control, the evolu- 
tion of confidence-budding pro- 
cesses, the history of the U.S.- 
Soviet hotime agreement and the 
dangerous military activities 
agr e e m ents. 

U.S. and allied officials hope 
such accords, as well as more 
recent U.S.-Soviet pacts, can 
serve as models for ways to re- 
duce tensions eventnally in the 
Middle East. 


U.S. statement surprises Israel 


(Contoned from page 1) 
in a telephone interview. 

Mr. Gol also reaffirmed farad's 
opposition to the resotatioo, calling it 
“a prete xt for the de stru cti on of the 
state of farad." 

The refine issue b at toe heart of 
toe Arab-Isradi conflict, with one of 
farad's main worries about peace 
talks being the tale of tbe hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinian war refugees 
and their offsprings, 

Ms. Tutwiler Tuesday refused to 
give ray inte r pret at ion oo how fax the 
right of return extends. 

“The United States has supported 
U.S. General Assembly Resolution 
194 tone it was adopted Dec. 11, 
1948,” she told rep o t ten at a brief- 
ing. “We continue to s u pport it. I am 
not going to get into any interpreta- 
tions of this at this point, of its terms 
or dements.” 

Qan Ptapeh, a political scientist at 
Hai fa Un iversi ty, linked Ttowflert 
remarks to toe talks in Ottawa being 
boycotted by Israel. 

Israel says that it fears that 
agreeing to negotiate with diaspora 
Palestinians would mean agreeing to 
their demands for the right of return 
and abo open the door to Palest ine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) in- 
volvement in peace talks. 

Mr. Fapeh told Israel radio 


Washington appeared to be warning 
“things copld go in a ranch less 

desir ' direction,” if farad insists 

on staying away from the Ottawa 
talks. 

Some Israeli officials evidently 

understood Ms. Tutwiler to be saying 
the United States supported tbe right 
of Palestinian Arabs to return to 
Jaffa. 

But Ms. Tutwiler said the question 
about Jaffa called fra an interpreta- 
tion of tbe resobtion that she did not 
want to gjve. 

“I was not saying we have a peti- 
tion on Jaffa,” Ms. Tutwiler told the 
Associated Press after senior farad' 
officials had teleph o ned toe depart- 
ment to register “our concent.” 

They were told the department 
“wffl look into it,” faraeh officials 
said. Later, a senior official inf orme d 
the Israeli government that Ms. Tut- 
wiler was not trying to interpret tbe 
resolution. 

Asked at the briefing if she consi- 
dered it an int erpr et ati on that the 
resol utio n says Palestimans ran re- 
turn to Jaffa, Ms. Ttawiler rep tied: 
“That’s correct.” 

Later, Ms. Tutwiler said “it was 
quite dear I was not going to engage 
in any type of inter {not at ion. I was 
not sating we have a position on 
Jaffa.” 
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Water problem tabled in Vienna 


(ContlreKd bum page 1) 

Israel pumps water aoorces in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip almost at 
capacity, with 83 per cent going to 
farad and bradi settlers and only 17 
£er cent to Palestinian residents. 

farad, which declared aD informa- 
tion on water a military secret in 
1967, rarely allows Palestinians to 
drill replacement wdb but routinely 
drills for new Israeli s e ttl e ment s. 

Israeli settlers use seven times 
more wafer per capita than Paksti- 
pfcnc but paying one-quarter as much 
for it 

farad’s other two mam sources of 
water are also posing problems. In 
coastal aquifer has been overpumped 
for years, resulting in lower water 
quality. 

The level of tbe Sea of Galilee, fed 
by the Jordan River and drainage off 
the occupied Golan Heights, was 
dangerously low until this year's 

brad, Jordan and Syria are arguing 


about rights to water from the River 
Jordan and its tributary, toe Yar- 
<-010(111. 

Recent studies have indicated 
farad win have a water shortfall of 30 
per cent by toe year 2000. Iraq's and 
Syria’s shortfall will be twice tbnt 

Jordan’s water needs are expected 
to double by 2010. 

Tbe faraehs are reluctant to relin- 
quish toe West Bank of the Jordan 
River not only because they say it is 

part “ancient brad” but beeraise it 
is a vital source of water. 

The politics of durst are at their 
most explo si ve in tbe triangle formed 
by Syria, Sooth Lebanon, Jordan, 
brad, toe West Bank and toe foraefi- 
occopied Gaza . Strip — the 
battleground in the Arab-Isradi coo- 

ffiCL 

The braefis also occupy Syria’s 
Gofao Heights, source of the bShiw* 
springs which feed die Jordan's tribu- 
taries. 

These supply about one-quarter erf 
the water for farad raid tbe West 


Bank. 

Turkey’s rivalry with neighbouring 
Syria and Iraq and Egypt’s fears that 
Etftiopfa and Sudan will block the 
life-giving Nile are other sources of 
tensions. 

The sources of the region's three 
great rivers, the Euphrates, the Tigris 
and the Nib, lie in non-Arab coun- 
tries — Turkey and Ethiopia. Their 
relations with tbe downstream states 
are often uneasy. 

Last year, Syria aad Iraq proiestcd 
ficrcdy when Turkey cut off much of 

tbe Euphrates flow for a month to fill 
up tbe giant Atatutk Dam. 

When the project is completed, 
Syria, which draw 90 per cent of its 
surface water from the Euphrates, 
faces a flow cut by half. 

By the time die river readies Iraq, 
hs flow will have been reduced to 
One-third. 

Egypt gets almost all its water from 
the Nile, which has shaped the coun- 
try's destiny mitlaww. 


Bui Sudan and Ethiopia control 
some 85 per cent of toe water that 
reaches toe Aswan High Dam, 
Egypt's main reservoir. 


Israel's rule 

(Continued from page 1) 


ed a youth who hurled two fire- 
bombs at an army post. She said 
another Palestinian was wounded 
by soldiers when a crowd tried to 
step soldiers from evacuating the 
wounded Arab. 

In the northern West Bank 
village of AraJceb, near Jenin, 
soldiers shot and wounded one 
Palestinian and captured a second 
after a gunfight between troops 
an three armed Palestinians, 
military sources said. 

They said the third man 
escaped. No Israeli soldiers were 
wounded in the dash. 
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BELGRADE BERLIN 
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ATHENS L 

Inch by inch we are covering the world 

Royal Jordanian offers you the only non-stop and direct flights 
between Amman and Athens. Commencing May 17th. 1992 we will 
be resuming operations to Athens with twice weekly flights every 
Thursday and Sunday. Assuring you of our warm welcome. 


Amman 

Athens 


Depart 
1 : 10 p.m. 
5 : 00 p.m 


Athens 3 : 45 
Amman 7 : 30 


Flight No. 
RJ 131 
RJ 132 


For more information and reservations please contact your Travel Agent 
or Royal Jordanian at 678321. 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKMG. AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS . 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 



Many villas and 
are available for rent 
sale - furnished or unfur 
nished. 

Also many lots of land an 
available for sale. 


For further details, 



eL 810605 , 810609 , 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servfeb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 
sbtm 30% torpor 


From maim r go- 
nit 20 x 30 'em 


Shmeisam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 . 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CAUL SOHA 
AT 





Saadi Real Estate 

687821/22 


ATLAS TRAVEL & 
TOURIST AGENCY 


SPECIALIZED INx 

TRAVEL- TOURISM - 
PACKING -CARGO 



* Kais Drydean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

☆ Keys Service 

☆ Upbolstry, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821 B58, Fax 
828183 
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The first & best 
Ctunefe Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
AMyyah Girls School ■ 


Opeo daily 12:00*3:30 
p.m. 

6:30-MrdnighC 



PtKiNc\ i'tH* t/\ ur atjt) 

moms } 



' CHEN’S ' 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT . 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing * 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Berbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
TeJ; >16214 

Come and taste our 
' specialities 
Open daily 12:00 * 3:30 
p.m. 

< 6:30 - Midnight . 



Wadi Saqra Road 
. near Philadelphia Hotel 





The First Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room_! 


IIAIMITEL 

il^tillls 


Amman -Tel. 668 193 
P.O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 




AQABA 

CHINESE FOOD 

Qpen daily 

1*3$-23J9 

Tel: 03-314415 


International Cuisine 
Spanish Specialities 

Open Lunch & Dinner 

For Reservation: Jebel Amman 
Third Circle Tel. 615060 ■ ft/506/ 


4 


HOTEL 

l/J f 

INTERNATIONAL 


Dine & Dance 
Nightly to Live 
Entertainment 
Variety of 
Music 


BELLY DANCING 


Rcs:6BS1?.1 
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AI Ramtha, A1 Hussein take top 
spot in Jordan soccer league 


By Aken Bannaysn 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Al Ramtba and Al 
Hussein topped the overall stand- 
ings at the end of the seventh 
week of soccer’s first division 
championship as both teams 
scored vital wins over Al Ahii and 
Al Faisali, while in other matches 
Al Wibdat lost again and Al 
Arabi scored their first win. 

At Al' Hussein Youth City 
Tuesday, Al Ramtha managed to 
overcome Al Ahli who had not. 
lost any match yet. 

Al Ramtba tried to score an 
early goal and succeeded in doing 
so by a penalty kick from Salim 
Diyabat in the 19th minute. 

Al Ahli repeatedly tried to 
equalise. A pass from Nart Yadaj 
to Musa Shteyan enabled Al Ahli 
to score the equalising goal in the 
32nd minute. Al Ahli then lost 
another chance to score minutes 
later, as the first half ended in a 
1-1 draw. 

Both teams lost more chances 
in the second half. Al Ramtha’s 
Mouaffaq Abu Hodeib secured 
his team's win with a second goal 
in the 81st minute to end die 
match 2-1 for Al Ramtha who so 
far have not lost any match. 

Meanwhile at Al Hassan Sports 
City in Irbid, Al Qadssieh who 
had defeated Al Wihdat 2-0 last 
week, lost 1-0 to Al Arabi. 

Al Qadissieh lost the chance to 
gain an early lead when they 
foiled to score from a penalty kick 



Khtlwf fSamrvh i 


in the eighth min ute. 

Al Arabi then relentlessly 
attacked but failed to score while 
AI Qadissieh tightened their de- 
fence and closely guarded Al 
Arabi’s strikers. 

After the first half ended score- 
less, both teams tried to score but 
foiled until the 75th minute when 
the referee awarded a penalty 
kick to Al Arabi who scored to 
win their first match. 

In another match Al Faisali lost 
1-0 to Al Hussein. Al Faisali's 
Jamal Abu Abed and Jiiyen Tad- 
ros lost many chances as the first 
half ended in a scoreless draw. Al 
Hussein prevented Al Faisali 
from sooting while they secured 
their winning goal by Aref Hus- 
sein in the 83rd minute. 


Meanwhile Al Wihdat suffered 
yet another hrnnfliating defeat at 
the hands of newcomeis to tfie 
division Yannouk Amman.. 

Al Wihdat, whose players seem 
to have lost their fighting spirit, 
have only won one out of the six 
matches they played so for. They 
also are missing five players due 
to injury or suspension. 

Yaxmouk’s defence, led by 
Khaled Samrein, successfully pre- 
vented Al Wibdat from scoring. 

In the second half Yarmonk 

attacked frequently, while 

Wihdat’ s Ibrahim Sa'diyeh tried 
hard to avoid another loss but 
lacked coordination with the 
younger players tbe coach substi- 
tuted. 

Al Yarmouk scored the 
match’s only goal by Khaled 
Yousef in the 73rd minute to win 
the match and add two points to 


their overall standing. 

After a humiliating record in 
tbe championship this season in 
which titieholder Al Wibdat lost 
2-0 to Al Qadissieh, 1-0 to Al 
Hussein, drew with a 1 Ahli and 
Al Faisali and scored their only 
win 4-2 over Al Arabi, the team’s 
coach and manager quit Tuesday 
and the team now faces a bumpy 
road ahead as they must win their 
upcoming if they want to 

improve their standing, let alone 
bolding on the title. Over the past 
weeks tbe morale of the players 
has sunk and they have disap- 
pointed and lost the support of 
their fans. 

In tbe eighth week of competi- 
tion Sahab plays Al Wibdat, Al 
Ramtha plays Al Faisali and Yar- 
mouk Amman plays Al Ahli Fri- 
day, while Al Hussein clashes 
against Al Qadissieh Saturday. 
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England beats Hungary 1-0 


BUDAPEST (R) — England’s 
European Championship prepa- 
rations and team permutations 
continued with a 1-0 win over 
Hungary Tuesday. 

Tbe 55tb minute goal, un- 
doubtedly claimed by Neil Webb, 
arrived courtesy of a Hungarian 
boot. 

For once marksman Gary 
Lineker was the provider, swoop- 
ing on to substitute Andy Sin ton's 
pass over the top of the defence 
and booking the ball across goal. 
. Webb's header at the for post 
.looked goaibound but it was 
-Andras Telek’s foot which gave it 


tbe deadly deflection. 

Such has been the pace of 
England manager Graham 
Taylor's revolution since be. took 
charge in September 1990 that 
Lineker was the only survivor of 
the tide that drew (M) in the Nep 
Stadium four years ago. 

England, unbeaten since 
Taylor arrived, produced little of 
danger to the Hungarian defence 

Among early threats, Emil 
Lorincz’s rampage through a de- 
serted midfield should have been 
the most punishing but be ruined 
an ominous approach with a wild 
pass. 


EMPLOYMENT ANNOUNCEMENT 


project is seeking 
position of Executive 
with the following 


An international 
candidates for the 
Liaison Officer 
qualifications : 

* High Reading, Writing and Verbal Skills in 
English and Arabic 

* Ability to do Computerized Spreadsheets 
and Word Processing in English 

* Minimum of Five Years Experience in 
Office Administration 

" Good Human Relations Skills 

* Jordanian Resident of Amman Area 

* Drivers License 


Qualified candidates with a current C.V. may 
call Mr. Nustas at 689192 before 19 May 92 
for more details. 


America3 takes a 2-1 
lead in America’s Cup 


SAN DIEGO, California (R) — 
Bill Koch sailed his America3 
across the finish line a convincing 
one minute, 58 seconds ahead of 
Italy’s D More Di Venezia on 
Tuesday to take a 2-1 lead in the 
best-of-seven America's Cup fin- 
als. 

“It all went very well. Our crew 
work was flawless and our tactics 
conservative,'' said Koch, who 
kept the wheel for the iasi five of 
the race's eight legs after David 
Delienbaugh got him well- 
positioned at the start and num- 
ber one helmsman Buddy Melges 
built a lead. 

After crossing the start line two 
seconds behind, the Americ^J, 


team chose die left tide of the 
course while H Moro skipper Paul 
Cayaid chose the wrong one, as it 
turned oat. 


Tbe winds favoured the Amer- 
icans* tide aodnbey built a 47- 
second lead by the first mark and 
never looked back. 

It was a far cry from Sunday's 
three-second thriller when U 
Moro won by the narrowest mar- 
gin in 141 years of cup finals. 

Tbe closest margin after the 
start was 41 seconds, at the 
second mark, and at the finish the 
two were wider apart than at any 
other mark. Americas finished in 
two hours 22 minutes 53 seconds 


WANTED 


The Jordan Design and Trade Centre seeks individuals for the 

following positions: 

- International Sales Coordinator: Candidates should be 
fluent in English and French (knowledge of German would be a 
plus), have minimum of 5 years of sales experience, preferably 
in international market, excellent organisational and com- 
munications skills, and a willingness to travel. 

- Business Accountant: Candidates should have experience 
working with a non-profit organisation, good command of 
English, good computer skills, ability to train, good com- 
munications skills, and a minimum of 5 years experience. 

- Project Coordinator: This is a liaison position between the 
centre and handicraft production units outside Amman. 
Candidates should have excellent supervisory, communica- 
tions, and organisational skills, a willingness to travel, open- 
ness to flexible working hours, and a good command of 
English. 


For more Information please contact “Miss May” at 
899142 or send your C.V. to P.O.Box 950805, Amman - 


Jordan. AIL Miss May 


Peanuts 



IT SAYS, "GIRLS OUTPERFORM 
BOYS IN VERBAL SKILLS./ 
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AL DUSTOUR 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
ROUND UP 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Iraq’s No. 2, AlShurta club, 
first division titteholdexs Al Karch with a slim difference of 
points to assert themselves as one of the teams who win be 
competing for the Al Dustour Basketball Championship tide. 

Al Shurta led through most of the first half as they led 10-5 and 
later 15-7 in the 4th minute. Al Karkh lessened tbe gap at 17-14 
and caught up to lead 25-24 in the 10th minute. 

Al Karakh's Thamer Mustafa scored 23 points for his team and 
captivated fens with 2 slam dunks as they continued to lead and 
won the first half 57-44. 

Al Karkh kept their lead at 70-60 but Al Shurta caught up and 
drew 72-72. From then on scoring was dose and both teams again 
drew at 93-93 with 55 seconds remaining. Al Shurta managed to 
score and won the match 95-93 giving Al Karkh, who aim at 
winning the championship tide and bad not lost any match yet, 
their first defeat. 

In Tuesday’s late matches Jordan's Al AhH stored a convincing 
99-74 win over Al Riyadi of Lebanon. Al Ahli won the first half 
with a big difference of 61-30. 

Al Ahlfs Naser Bn&hnaq who is still rec u per a t i ng from surgery 
has not played in the championship yet but has voiced hope that 
he might play in the final two matches. 

In another match, Al Markazi of Lebanon scored their first win 
when they beat the Sudanese national team 81-56. AI Markazi 
won the first half 35-25. 

So far Al Ahli and Al Shurta are the rally teams to have won all 
their matches, while Al Riyadi and the Sudanese team have so for 
foiled to score a win. 

In Thursday’s matches, Al Riyadi plays the Sudanese national 
team at 4:30 and AI Shurta plays Al Ortbodoxi at 630. Both 
matches are at Al Ortbodoxi Club’s court. Al Karkh clashes 
against Al Ahh at 8:30 at the Sports Palace Court. 


STANDINGS UP TO TUESDAY MAY 12 
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FORECAST FOR FRIDAY MAY 15, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Mental confusion seems to be die 
order-of-the-day so seek die right 
means to solve the annoying? prob- 
lems that seem to come your way 
out of left-field. Carry, through 
with proven ideas. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Aj 
coriihraniadon ftom after can make’ 
you lose sight of a course already in 
motion and that needs more con- 
centration and attention on your 
part 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider well whatever you want 
to do of a financial nature that 
changes present sources of revenue 
and complete a plan already put in 
motion. 


GEMINL (May 21 to June 21) You 
are aO enthused about breaking up 
a present situation for the untried 
and tbe unknown but if you do you 
will soon be back to square one. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You want to get out from 
under some situation which you 
feel is holding you back or that has 
become a pain in the neck but it 
has to be done. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
fed some new acquaintances will 
lighten present burdens but a 
Change in friendships now will 
accomplish nothing of a construc- 
tive nature. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Going off to a new interest is 
very tempting to you but consider 


all aspects of such a venture and 
you see it will take more time and 
energy than it is worth. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Going on a trip seems die 
answer to what wiD bring you more 
of the pleasures you desire but 
you'd find nothing there but more 
tease problems. ' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Whatever you have in mind 
about getting out from under some 
promise you have made could 
boomerang on you so carry 
through even though it takes valu- 
able time. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Show your ability to 
get along with unusual associate by 
going along with what they want to 
do mid makes you get your own 
inning s in. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You start the day 
feeling you can’t stand another day 
of work but using your own talent 
and expertise to do your job nukes 
them especially well done. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You feel you just have to 
have a good time today but nothing 
seems to work out in that direction 
as you wish so plod along at usual 
pursuits. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider well the various tasks 
facing you at your dwelling and 
don’t make any changes in them 
now that could disturb another 
family member. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 
©'991 litam MMte Swtcas. Vnc. 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 

Q-I — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*63 TKQJ 10762 OVoid 4A1093 
Aa dealer, what is your opening bid? 

A. — With so many controls, we 
feel this hand is too strong for a 
preempt— there axe simply too 
many, hands where partner would 
not act that could produce a slam. 

Our choice is one heart, followed by 
a four-heart rebid. 


no trump. What do you respond? 
A. — You have atom-going values, 
but to simply jump to six no trump 
would be a mistake. Tbe hand 
might play better in a major suit if 
you have a 4-4 fit. Therefore, start 
with a Stayman inquiry of two chibs 
to check on that possibility. 


Q >2 — Neither vulnerable, as South 

you hold: 

*63 tfKQJ 10762 09 +A103 
As dealer, what to your opening bid? 
A. — The fact that you have a sin- 
gleton diamond rather than a void 
and one potential trick fewer be- 
cause you hold only three dubs 
makes this a perfect preempt in 
first seat Applying the Rule of 2 
and 3, we would open four hearts. 


Q.3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*63 7KQJ10762 OVoid * A 1093 
Tbe bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
Pass Pare ? 

What to your opening bid? 

A. — Since partner to a passed 
hand, the possibility of atom has 
waned considerably and the proba- 
bility the hand belongs to the oppo- 
nents has greatly increased. 
Therefore, we would pree mp t with 
four hearts to make it as difficult as 
possible for them to get into the 
auction. 


Q.5 — -Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

410872 VA5 0A5 4KQ1052 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
I * Pare 1 ? Pare 
? 

What do you bid now? 

A.-— Obviously, there are two 
chokes— cum spade or one no 
trump. Since your hand to unbal- 
anced and would play better at a 
suit if a fit can be located, we prefer 
bidding one spade to one no tramp, 
the poor quality of our sec- 
writ. 


Q.4 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4KQ74 ?AQJ9 0AJ5 473 
Partner opens the bidding with one 


Q.6 — Aa South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

995 9AQZ0865 OA +KQ107 
pie bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 
3 0 ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — You have a very good hand, 
but your heart suit to not good 
enough to venture four hearts. You 
can rule out a takeout double be- 
cause you wont be able to handle 
repeat spade bids from partner. 
That leaves a wimpi* overcall of 
three hearts as your omy option. If 
that results in a missed game, give 
the preemptive devil hto due. 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY MAY 14, 1992 
By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carrol! Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Avoid unreliable persons as best 
yon can today. Also, keep diem 
away from others who are working 
with you so that misinformation 
doesn't get in the hands of tbe 
wrong people. . 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
This is certainly a day and evening 
when you get most anything that 
yon want by potting your best foot 
forward expressing your charm. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Consider now whar luxuries and 
valuable articles you want and take 
action to get them and you 
be able to get them at a 


reap tbe rewards for that person to 
especially open to greater affection 
for you now. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Men of importance and attrac- 
tive women in the outside world, 
are the means by which you can 
gain die various benefits for which 
you are striving. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Your day to put some 
additional comfort and operative 
skill in whatever your activities yop 
have and then your future is easier 
to make prosperous. 


GEMINL (May 21 to June 21) 
Seek out both men and women 
friends who are especially attrac- 
tive and with whom yon want a 
future association and make them 
■more a part of your life. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your good standing can 
soar now by whatever you do in tbe 
world of outride activity that 
pleases others and brings you to 
tbe forefront. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
the time for you to seek new 
horizons through which to best 
express yourself so you have mote 
happiness and growth in the days 
a hvi fd- 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Do those things that you know 
please your dose attachment and 


SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A great day to get 
tight into tbe various outlets that 
bang you tbe greatest amount of 
happiness and pleasure which can 
continue for sometime. 

CAPRICORN: (December Z2 to 
January 20) Take a good look at 
your home and whatever to there 
and consider what you can get that 
will add to the harmony and accord 
of family relationships. 


AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) In any comra unkatioos 
today add a note of appreciation 
for your correspondents associa- 
tion and you get very favourable 
results very quickly. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Consider what you can do to 
make your property more valuable 
and prepare to spend a little extra 
for this purpose as big profits could 
soon follow. 



THE BETTER HALF, 

ST 


By Harris 


HARRiS^zr 



“You and I have our anniversary 
coming soon, so I’m practicing 
my hugs!" 


I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
|« by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


1 RAPA" 

rj 




□ 

/ Y v 


Wowl He sura 
Knows how to 
make Ms 
wishes Known 


BIELL 

EQU 


Al 

MGOLS 





CEIVED 


;xxx: 



WHAT PROFESSION VO 
MAN Y &A5IE5 BN&A&E 
IN FROM THE MOMENT 
THEY'RE BOKNT 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


AnaEr TT TIT ¥ Y t T IT!” 


Yesterday’s 


(Answers tomorrow) ■ 

J urn Wes: BLAZE GUESS COHORT TRAGIC 

Answer The horse-drawn carriage disappeared wkh the 
arrival of this— THE "CAR-AGE" 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Betty Jorgensen 


ACROSS 
1 Money for the 
destitute 
5 Vaccine name 

9 — Rouge 

14 Joseph's had 
many colors 

15 Savalas' — 
Kojak 

16 Got up 

17 Cany 

18 Laugh heartily 

19 Appellation 

20 Garland song 
from "Meet Me 
In St. Louis" 

23 Eur. land: a bbr. 

24 Fruit drink 

25 Certain actor 

28 Earthenware pet 
31 Heroes 
35 Russ. 

mountains 
37 Hindu fire god 
39 Location 
41 Crosby song 
from "We're not 
Dressing" 

44 Experts 

45 Confused 

46 Noblemen 

47 ToS 

48 Smell songbird . 

51 Shoe width 

52 Unsound 
54 Bond 
58 Gertrude 

Lawrence song 
from "Words 
end Music" 

64 Eschew tamati 
nuptials 

65 Alaskan city 

66 Salem ' b st 

68 Orange variety 

69 Distant 

70 Before: pref. 

71 Garment 

72 Operates 

73 Work ham' 







Ul 

■ 

■ 

■ 


u 

■ 

■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 



a 

a 

a 
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■i 

a 
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■ 

■ 

■ 

a 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 

m 

■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 


etma T*U«I Moos Somcos. lot 

All Rasanod 

•Yasfenfay’a Puzzle Solved: 


□OWN 

1 Take steps 

2 Swag 

3 Sch. subj. 

4 Precipitous 

5 Amble 


6 Nautical call 

7 Incline 

8 Pyongyang’s 
land 

9 Faced the 
pitcher 

10 Saharan 

11 In — 
(completely} 

12 Eur. capital 

13- — do-well 

21 Give a leg up 

22493 

25 Native dance 

26 Between — and 
a hard place 

27 Export 

29 Places 

30 Nixon VP 

32 US workplace 
watchdog 

33 Cuba- 


ginna nanoni none 
□nan rannnn anon 
nngn onnrgn nnnfl 
nrnsBn nnnoo nrac 

£00 nnn nnonoHE 
raanjEnro hrb naan 

0rin □nnciBR 
nnuRonn ann rdb 

a^ricio annrnfl 
ganran unnn 
Sobrb nnnn 
nano fura pinn nnno 


« Lamp occupant 59Qforaitar 
46 Slanders cfentaens 

_ * 50 Anesthetics 

34 ShouWershrug 53 Kind of eefipse 
36 — majesty 55 Certain craft 

3fiCJ«KJby 56 Dam 

SET 89 g^nfl-ateped 

42 HH 58 Bird of peace 


60 Bean curd 

61 Gov, agent 

62 Yea — 

63 Big Foot’s 
kin 

67 Set 


iohbon 


s* 
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Financial Jorclan Clinics 

__ ... in co-opernllun with 

IVlarkcts . Ca5ro Amlliail U nuk 

UJ. Dollar |n International Market* 


Currency 


Sterling 1 ‘doihI 


Deutsche Mark ' 


Snl» Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen- 


Kiinipran Currtnj U»'l 


* IQiD rvr Mil 

** faaofXM U|mh« 6** MQ ui. USlT 

Euroc u rrency Interest Rates 



Date: »W«. 


CutTcncjr 

I Mill 

3 MltlS 

6 MTIIS 

12 MTIIS 

U-S. Diillnr 

ESH 

3.87 

5. SI 

3.81 

Sterling round 

10.06 

10.06 

10.00 

ESm 

Denlsrlic Mark 

9.75 

9.75 

9.75 

9 .62 

S«i« Franc 

9.25 

9.00 

8.S7 

*.62 

French Franc 

9.75 

ngyU 

9.75 


Japanese Yen 

4.70 

4.65 

4.59 

4.56 

F.iirapran Currency Unif 

10.00 

10.00 

■ ' I 

9,87 


IntnhnnV Md iiki hr i 


Precious nictab 


■n runiEat IM. iMbu l.ono.«*i .w tiinjvilcftL 


Date: 73/5/92 


lISD/lte 


Mrtal 

(IKD/Ox 

555.25 

6.60 

Kilicr 

4.09 




U-S. Dollar 


Sterling I'nuuil 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc ■ 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen* 


. Dutch thiiliicr 

I 


Sncdhli Krona 


IbiRan Lira* 


Ikljyan T.-ane 


111(1 - 

Offer 

0.6*6" 

. 0.4*2 

1.2322 

7.23*4 

0.4105 

6.4tb& 

0.4576 

0.4539 

0.1247 

0.7253 

0.5797 

0.5223 

0.3777 

0.3736 

0.1163 

4.7769 

0.0556 

0.0559 

0.02034 

0.02044 



Other Currencies 


Currency 


italuaini Dinar 


iclomu lira* 


Saudi Rijn! 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Rival 


Egjplian round 


Omani Riyal 


IMK Diituun 


{•reck Drachma” 


Cypriot Pound 


Date: 1 3/5/92 


Offer 


1.7330 


0.0470 



Ouse 12/5/92 close 



Insurance Sector 


Industry Sedor 


Serrim .Sector * 


IHiuobrr Jl. lm ■ 



LONDON (R) — Fo flowing are the baying and selling rates for. 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at zmdsession 
on tbe London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. (foliar 


One ounce of gold 


1.8185/95 

1.2033/38 

1.6165/75 

1.8180/90 

1.4915/25 

33.24/28 

5.4210/60 

1215/1216 

129.70/80 

5.8200/50 

6J050/100 

6.2400/50 

334.80/335 JO 


U.S. dollars 
Canadian dollar 
Deotschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


U.S. food 
to Lebanon 
to end 
next year 

BEIRUT (R) — A U.S. govern- 
ment aid programme feeding 
160,000 destitute and needy fami- 
lies in Lebanon is to end next 
March, a Lebanese charity offi- 
cial has said. 

Marwan Sidani, country repre- 
sentative for Save tbe Children 
Federation (SCF), told Renters 
that SCF and the U.S. Agency for 
International Development 
(USA ID) decided last month to 
stop the programme. 

“It was a joint decision as we 
were phasing down tbe feeding 
programme because tbe civil war 
is over and we want to focus more 
on income-generating and other 
projects,” Mr. Sidani added. 

Mr. Sidani said USAID pro- 
vided 22,680 tonnes of rice, 
beans, vegetable oil and lentils 
this year for the programme, now 
in its sixth year, and paid for 
shipping and distribution by SCF. 

The government accused Israel 
and its allies including die United 
States of withholding economic 
aid and investment to try to force 
Beirut to change its policies to- 
wards the Jewish state. 

'Western diplomats said Beirut 
foiled to secure foreign aid and 
investment because of wide- 
spread corruption, doubts about 
Lebanon's stability and tbe con- 
tinued detention of two German 


London police 
report nearly 70% 
rise in fraud 


LONDON (R) — Fraud attempts 'knowledge to attack the market,” 
against London's financial mstftu- Mr. Estaiett said. “If it works, it 
tions rose by nearly 70 per cent is better than robbing a bank, 
last year, to just under £1 btlfion Urey get more money, there is 
(51.8 bSDion;. less chance of a conviction and 

Most cases were against banks, the sentence will be lighter.” 
police in the city of London, tbe Mr. Eskriett said his depart- 
capital's financial heart, said meat was working with banks and 
Wednesday. Bank fraud regulators to educate employees 
accounted for 68 per cent of new about fraud prevention. He said 
cases. cooperation was good and the 

But of tbe £947 million (S1.7 high recovery rate proved this, 
trillion) that fraudsters tried to Police staff were increased by 
make off with, all but £10.7 mil- 50 per cent to cope with the rise 
Hon ($19 million) was saved, they in fraud, according to the report, 
said in an annual report. Two major robes involved the 

There was no single reason for Bank of Credit and Commerce 
the increase in attempted fraud. International (BCCI) — dosed in 
the report added. a worldwide sweep last July — 

“What a lot of criminal orga- and companies owned by the late 
□isatkms do is attack as many publisher Robert Maxwell, 
companies in as many different The Company Fraud Depart- 
ways as they can," said superin- ment cooperates with fraud inves- 
tendent Paul Eskriett of the tigators in foreign countries — 40 
police Company Fraud Depart- separate mtenuttional investiga- 
ment. . tions were conducted last year 

“Criminals now have the alone. 


Syrian deputies 
call for larger 
private sector role 


They said despite the economic 
crisis few Lebanese were in dan- 
ger of going hungry and malnutri- 
tion was extremely rare. 


Egyptian 

minister 


OPEC 

erargtmer 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian CM 
Minister Hamdi A1 Banbi said in 
remarks published Wednesday 
that cartels like the oil producers 
grouping OPEC were a tiring of 
the past. “The time for all cartels 
has gone. We can't say that an 
industrial grouping has tire ability 
to do something, just like oil 
cartels,” Mr, Banbi told the 
weekly AJ Mussawar magazine. 

Egypt is not a member of the 
13-nation Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC). Mr. Banbi said die 
worid was moving away from the 
cartel era towards a system of 
dialogue between producers and 
consumers. 

Asked if current oil prices were 
likely to rise, Mr. Banbi said he 
believed they should stabilise at a 
slightly higher rate closer the 
OFECs marker price of $21 a 
barrel. 


DAMASCUS (R) — Syria’s par- 
liament has passed a 1992 budget 
projecting 93.04 billion Syrian 
pounds ($83 billion) in expendi- 
ture, a 9.86 per cent increase over 
last year, officials said. 

They said .parliament mem- 
bers, who approved tbe budget 
after a week of discussion with 
ministers including Prime Minis- 
ter Mahmoud ZuTri, called for 
encouragement of the private sec- 
tor to play a greater role in the 
country's economic development. 


The budget sets 56.8 billion 
Syrian pounds ($5.07 billion) in 
current expenditure and 36.25 
billion pounds ($323 bflfioa) in 
investment spending. Projected 
revenue was 93.04 bUKon pounds 
($8.3 billion). 

It becomes law with President 
Hafez A1 Assad's expected signa- 
ture. 

Expenditure and revenue in 
the 1991 budget were balanced at 
84.69 trillion pounds ($7.56 bil- 
lion). 


Japan labour ministry to 
cut maximum overtime 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s labour 
■ministry, committed to givmgthe 
• country’s staUtanovite-woikforce- 
more time off, has said it plans to 
cot the paunnim recommended 
boors for overtime work by at 
least 20 per cent. 

He said a new ministry guide- 
line, which are widely used by 
private firms to draft company 
rules, could go into effect as soon 
as October. 

The government wants to re- 
duce average annual working 
hours from about 2,000 last year 
to about 1,800. Death from over- 
work, or “karoshi”, is a growing 
problem in this workaholic na- 
tion. 

By comparison, the German 
worker put in 1,500 boors last 
year, with the West European 
average reaching about 1,800. 

The current guideline, set by 
the ministry in 1989, calk for 
firms to limit overtime to 15 
hours a week, 50 hours a month 
or 450 hours a year. 

According to a recent ministry 
survey, most firms have met these 


WioreTb Spend Your Feast f&fcteyi 



For More information Please Call 

Af-Awa/i Tours 

Tel. 696 467/8/9 Pm. 695 286 






Eddie Murphy 
In 



standards but have set their com- 
pany rules near the top of the 
guidelines. 

Some service industry firms 
such as banks often force unre- 
corded overtime on their em- 
ployees. 

Japanese labour laws set regu- 
lar working hours at 44 hours a 

ujAplr- 

Olivetti 
reports 
heavy 
191 loss 

MILAN, Italy (R) — Italian com- 
puter maker Olivetti has reported 
steep losses for 1991 but said its 
cost-cutting efforts should help 
spark a recovery. 

Ing. C Olivetti C. SPA re- 
ported a consolidated loss of 
4593 billion lire ($383 millioa), 
compared with a 60.4 trillion lire 
($50 million) profit for 1990. 

It (fid not make a forecast for 
1992 but has said previously that 
it aims to return to profitability 
this year. 

The loss includes charges link- 
ed to a sweeping restructuring 
announced last November, when 
Chairman Carlo de Benedetti 
took back day-to-day manage- 
ment control of the computer 
group. 

Revenue fell nearly five per 
cent to 8.6 trillion lire ($7 bil- 
lion). 

Computer analyst Andrew 
Haskins of brokers James Cape! 
said the figures came as no sur- 
prise. 

“Olivetti i s fryi ng to put as 
many restructuring charges as 
possible in its 1991 accounts in 
order to improve its chances for 
breaking even or showing profits 
this year,” he said. 

Eariier this year Olivetti said it 
expected to show a 1991 loss of at 
least $242 mil lion. _ 


Kuwait 
wants 
contractors 
to reinvest 
earnings 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait has said 
contractors rebuilding the coun- 
fry should accept offset deals 
committing them to reinvest 
earnings here or to work with 
Kuwaiti investors abroad. 

Tbe government said in a state- 
ment that Finance Minister Nas- 
ser Abdulla A1 Rodhan had been 
authorised to “take all needed 
measures to implement this prog- 
ramme.” 

Investment experts said the 
government and major invest- 
ment companies want to encour- 
age the public and private sectors 
in Kuwait to take part in a possi- 
ble $40 billion offset programme 
over tbe next five to 10 years. 

“Now that the .cabinet has 
approved tbe idea of offset it will 
certainly help the country’s eco- 
nomy," one investment expert 
said. 

Tbe experts said the idea was 
being promoted try Kuwait Inter- 
national Investment Company 
(KQC) and the Bank of America, 
which strongly believe that it is 
one of foe paths that Kuwait 
should follow as part of its recon- 
struction strategy. 

Most offset agreements in the 
Middle East have been linked to 
military sales and transfer of fore- 
ign technology, such as in U.S. 
and British offset programmes in 
Saudi Arabia, they said. 

But Kuwait was adopting a 
different approach and wants 
civilian contractors and suppliers 
to be involved in offset as part of 
accepting major rebuilding con- 
tracts in the emirate following 
seven months of Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

The statement said the offset 
programme “aims to commit 
foreign companies that win gov- 
emwent contracts to invest in Kuwait or 
tracts to invest in Kuwait or 
abroad in economic or technical 
projects with die participation of 
Kuwaiti investors in the private 
and public sectors.” 

It said the programme “would 
help In the coon tty’s reconstruc- 
tion and in boosting the private- 
sector... and provide advanced 
technology in the educational, 
scientific, social, economic and 
industrial sectors which trill help 
the national economy.” 


•JIIHIIIR 


to withdraw 

small 

banknotes 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
National Bank . has said it will 
start to withdraw small- 
denomination banknotes of 25 
and SO lei from drenfetion cm 
June. 1. 

The value of the notes, which 
date from 1966, fell dramatically 
after the overthrow of commun- 
ism in December 1969 when a 
dollar equalled 12 lei at the offi- 
cial exchange rate, compared 
with 225 lei now. Prices have 
more than quadrupled since then. 

National Bank officials said the 
small banknotes, which carry 
Romania’s old name of “Socialist 
Republic”, were also a health 
hazard. Most are so worn that 
they are illegible. 

New 20 and 50 lei coins are 
already in circulation. 


WE ARE HIRING NOW 


For the past two decades, we have 

been hiring and training people from 
an over the world. We are offering a 
unique opportunity of 
ON-THE-JOB 

training programme. Don’t waste 
your time, send your resume today. 

Director Of Manpower A Training 
Worid wide Canadian Management 
Consultants Inc. 

P.O.Box 639. Pickering 
Canada UV 3 T3 





A1 Mashini Theatre 


Starting Thursday, you win be meeting 
wfth 

NaM aad ffisfaam 

in their play 


\ 


'Cinema 

Tel: 625155> 


i 





CROCODILE DUNDEE “2” 



Performances: 8:30 p.m. daily 
Additional performances wilt be staged 
on Wednesday, starting 4:30 pjn. 




Shows: 3-JO, 6 JO, 8:30, 10 JO p.m. 


/ 
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Bi-weekly economic newsletter 

Available by subscription only 
Call 652-380 for details 

Published by Info-Media International 


Bahrain plans 
to shake up 
commerce laws 
in few weeks 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain is 
planning drastic changes in com- 
merce laws which have been in 
effect for nearly two decades as 
port of wide-ranging plans fo re- 
vive its economy. 

Commerce and Agriculture 
Minister Habib Kassem said in 
remarks published Wednesday 
the laws — which will alter the 
right relationship between foreign 
firms and local agents — would 
be introduced by foe end of May. 

Mr. Kassem (fid not give details 
but he told the English language 
Gulf Daily News the changes 
would address complaints from 
the international business com- 
munity and promote free com- 
petition. 

At present, only one autho- 
rised trader in Bahrain has the 
monopoly of distributing any 
foreign firm's product and the 
contract drawn up between the 


two parties is unalterable. 

Bahrain’s powerful business 
community has been resisting 
proposals to change tbe law. 

“There have been shortcom- 
ings in certain areas, mainly the 
eternal relationship between 
principles and agents,” Mr. Kas- 
sem said. 

“We hope the new law strikes a 
happy balance between the in- 
terests of local agents, principals 
and consumers," he added. 

Bahrain last year broke with 
long-standing tradition by issuing 
laws that would allow 100 per 
cent foreign-own ed firms to oper- 
ate in the country providing they 
made it a regional base. 

It is also planning to pass laws 
which would allow joint public 
stock companies to issue debt 
securities which would be traded 
by foreigners as well as Bahrainis. 


Greek government 
proposes new 
income tax scale 


ATHENS, Greece (AP) — In a 
bid to increase revenues, the gov- 
ernment Tuesday introduced a 
bill reducing income tax while 
threatening harsh penalties for 
tax dodgers. 

It proposes a new income tax 
scale of between zero and 40 per 
cent, as opposed to tbe present 
18-50 per cent As of 1994, the 
upper limit will drop to 30 per 
cent, according to the trill that 
will become law after a debate in 
early June. 

The finance ministry says that 
it loses billions of drachmas 
annually through tax evasion. 
The conservative government is 
trying to increase revenues and 
curb spending to lessen deficits 
and lower inflation currently run- 
ning at 16 per cent annually. 

It has applied a wage freeze for 
public sector employees, who 
comprise about 15 per cent of the 
work force, fit its budget for 1992 


it forecast a 26 per cent increase 
in revenue from direct taxes. 

Tax evaders may face a ban on 
transferring their assets and up to 
50 per cent of their accounts may 
be freezed. They may also face a 
two-month suspension of then- 
professional or company's oper- 
ating license. 

People may be arrested for not 
paying debts to the state or to 
social security funds. Not handing 
over indirect taxes will be consi- 
dered embezzlement. 

The new law will also allow*tax 
deductions for rent, home loan 
interest, private schooling, 
lawyers' fees, medical expendi- 
ture and life insurance premiums 
of up to 200,000 drachmas 
($1,000) per year. 

It will reduce inheritance taxes, 
and taxes on gifts and the transfer 
of assets by up to 60 per cent. 

Doctors will now be required 
to keep ledgers of patients. 


Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

Fully furnished apartment in Shmeisani, behind the Arab 
Bank. Consisting of two bedrooms and a joint living & 
dining room, with telephone and central heating. 

If interested please call: 666987 
between 9:30-1:30 & 3:30-7:00 


MAY FAIR 
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Friday May 15, 1992, 11 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

In the Gardens of HE British Ambassador's Residence, Jabal 
Amman 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY WHITE ELEPHANT STALL' 

ENTERTAINMENT GRAND RAFFLE! 

FACE PAINTING DOOR PRIZE! 

GAMES REFRESHMENTS, 

CRAFT ITEMS AND MORE 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 
Entrance: Adults JD 1JNU Children JD 0.250 
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JOB OPPORTUNITY 

Royal Jordanian is seeking to employ Maintenance 
Field Engineers for its DATA Communications 
networks with the following conditional 
requirements: 

1 . B.Sc Degree in electronic engineering. 

2. Minimum two years accredited experience on Data 
Communications networks and network 
peripherals that include P.Cs, terminals, modems 
printers etc. 

3. Excellent command of english language written 
and spoken is essential. 

Qualified applicants wilt be requested to sit for 
written examination and personal interview. 

Interested applicants are requested to complete the 
Royal Jordanian application form bringing with them 
one photograph and relevant documentations to: 

EMPLOYMENT SECTION 
ROYAL JORDANIAN 
HOUSING BANK CENTER 12 Floor 
SHMESANI 

Closing date for applications is 21/5/1992 
















































































































































World News 


Serb truce largely holds in Bosnia 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia-Herzegovi- 
na (AP) — - Guns fell silent 
around besieged Sarajevo 
Wednesday as Serbs began a five- 
day ceasefire. But heavy fighting 
reportedly continued for control 
of Croat and Muslim areas in the 
north of Bosnia. 

Bosnian radio said at least two 
people died and five were wound- 
ed in overnight bombardment of 
Sarajevo. The railway station was 
set ablaze, and the state's pres- 
idency building and main drop- 
ping centre hit. 

At least two soldiers from the 
Serb-led army were wounded in a 
Muslim attack Tuesday on the 
army's Central Sarajevo Bar- 
racks, witnesses said. 

Shelling abated before a 6 a.m. 
(0400 GMT) deadline for Serb 
forces besieging Sarajevo to cease 
fire across Bosnia-Herzegovina 
for five days. Only machine-gun 
fire rattled across the city centre 
about half an hour later. 

But Serbian media said fighting 
around the towns of Derventa, 
Modrica and Doboj. all in north- 
ern Bosnia, was heavy. All three 
towns have fallen to Serb forces, 
but Muslim and Croat fighters are 
still putting up resistance in the 
region. 

Bosnian Serbs, in their self- 
styled parliament in the Serb-held 
northern town of Banja Luka, 
Tuesday defiantly formed their 
own army but appeared to ack- 
nowledge mounting diplomatic 


pressure on their allies in Serbia 
with the five-day ceasefire. 

Serb forces ‘twill respond only 
if considerably threatened,” the 
Belgrade- based Tanjng News 
Agency said. 


'•) 30 maes ‘ 


The EC polled its last monitors 
out of Sarajevo Tuesday. 

More than 1,300 people have 
died and some 700,000 fled their 
homes since Bosnia’s Muslims 
and Croats, about two-thirds of 
the area’s 4.3 million people, 
voted Feb. 29 for independence 
from Yugoslavia. 

Ethnic Serbs boycotted the 


Bush gives Ghali strong 
support for peacekeeping 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent George Bush met U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Ghali 
and stated his strong support for 
■U.N. peacekeeping operations. 

Dr. Ghali is trying to rally 
nations to pay what they owe in 
support of U.N, peacekeeping, 
which, is more active than ever 
before with new operations in 
Yugoslavia, Cambodia and the 
-Western Sahara. 


“The president stated his 
.strong support for U.N. 
peacekeeping operations worl- 
dwide,” a White House state- 
‘ment said, but there was no in- 
dication the United States plan- 
ned to move quickly to pay what 
it owes. 

; The United States owes $555 


million in regular U.N. budget 
dues for this and previous years 
and another $112.4 million for 
U.N. peacekeeping. All U.N. 
members combined owe SI. 139 
billion in regular dues and $664.8 
million for peacekeeping. 

Mr. Bush told reporters at the 
start of his meeting with Dr. 
Ghali that be wanted to be “as 
cooperative as possible” in help- 
ing the United Nations carry out 
its mission. 


Mr. Bush praised the new U.N. 
leader as someone who is “off to 
a fantastic start” even though the 
international body is faced with 
“a very difficult time.” Dr. Ghali 
took over as secretary-general on 
Jan. 1 from Javier fenz De 
Cuellar. 


Bush, Clinton win in 


West Virginia, Nebraska 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Bill 
Clinton and President George 
Bush easily won primaries in 
Nebraska and West Virginia 
Tuesday, as the two vied for 
‘ leadership on urban issues draw- 
ing new attention because of the 
Los Angeles riots. 

Mr. Clinton was leading in 
■ ;Wcst Virginia's Democratic prim- 
ary with 74 per cent of the vote to 
Mr. Brown's 12 per cent with 90 
per cent of precincts reporting. 
That lead would give the Arkan- 
sas governor his biggest victory of 
the primary season. 

In Nebraska, Mr. Clinton ted 
Mr. Brown 48 per cent to 22 per 
cent with 95 per cent reporting.. 

The polls hadn't even closed in 
Nebraska when Mr. Bush aide 
Mary Mattalin hailed “big wins in 
both states. ... This is the time to 
put together your fall plans,” she 
said, referring to the November 
general elections. 

Mr. Bush was gaining 81 per 
cent of the West Virginia Repub- 
lican vote to 15 per cent for Re- 
publican challenger Patrick 
Buchanan with 89 per cent of 
votes counted. Bush led 84 per 
cent to 14 per cent in Nebraska 
with 96 per cent of precincts 
reporting. 

The president already had the 
Republican nomination locked 
up, and Arkansas Gov. Clinton 
was looking ahead to the June 2 
California primary to clinch the 
Democratic nomination. 

Mr. Bush met with congres- 
sional leaders of both parties 
Tuesday to work out proposals 
for helping the nation’s cities in 
the aftermath of the Los Angeles 
riots. 

“We’ve got to do something 
new,” the president said. 

Lawmakers said the president 
indicated willingness to grant 
Democratic requests to provide 
emergency financing to rebuild 
neighbourhoods damaged in riot- 
ing. The violence erupted after 
the April 29 acquittal of four 
police officers who were 
videotaped beating a black man. 

Mr. Clinton, however, ques- 
tioned the president’s dedication. 

“I don’t think he’s been pas- 
sionately committed to it. He’s 
just been playing around with it 
the last three years,” the Demo- 
cratic frontrunner said. 

Mr. Clinton, who won the last 
eight primaries against Mr. 
Brown, has more than 80 per cent 
of the delegates that he needs to 
win his party's nomination. 

The Arkansas governor began 
the night with 1,738 of the 2,145 
delegates necessary for the 
nomination. Brown had 343. 
There were 56 at stake in Nebras- 


ka and West Virginia. 

Clin too barely campaigned in 
Nebraska and West Virginia, and 
put no advertising on television in 
the two states. 

Texas billionaire Ross Perot 
was monitoring the weekly pri- 
maries from a distance, moving 
steadily towards an independent 
candidacy for foe White House. 

Supporters said he had submit- 
ted enough signatures to qualify 
for the ballot in 20 states. 

As an independent, Mr. Perot 
has not bad to ran in any party 
primary. Roughly 30 of voters 
have been casting ballots for 
candidates other than Mr. Bush 
or Mr. Clinton. Their support 
hasn’t grown even after both 
were assured of their party 
nominations. 

Mr. Perot, who expects to tap 
the discontent evident in both 
major political parties, has 
achieved a stature unmatched in 
recent U.S. political history. De- 
spite having no political back- 
ground, be appears on the verge 
of qualifying for state ballots with 
ease. 

Mr. Clinton took heart from a 
poll suggesting voters were view- 
ing him more positively. Earlier 
in foe campaign, his approval 
ratings were hurt by questions 
about marital infidelity, mari- 
juana use and his draft status 
during foe Vietnam War. 

A USA Today-CNN national 
survey of 1,015 adults over foe 
weekend showed Mr. Clinton was 
viewed unfavourably by 35 per 
cent and favourably by 51 per 
cent The survey had a margin of 
error of 3 per cent. 

On April 20, foe same poll 
showed Mr. Clinton viewed un- 
favourably by 49 per cent and 
favourably by 42 per cent. 

The 45-year-old Arkansas gov- 
ernor has already begun the 
selection process for a vice pres- 
idential running mate, announc- 
ing Tuesday foe formation of a 
three-person committee which 
will consder possible tickets. 

The committee is headed by 
former Deputy Undersecretary of 
State Warren Christopher and 
includes former Vermont Gov- 
ernor Madeline Kunin and Ver- 
non Jordan, former head of the 
National Urban League, foe pre- 
dominantly black civil rights 
organisation. 

The next Democratic primaries 
are in Oregon next week, Arkan- 
sas, Kentucky and Idaho on May 
26, and Alabama, California, 
Montana, New Jersey, Ohio and 
New Mexico on June 2. 

North Dakota closes the 
Democratic primary season on 
June 9. 



HUNGARY 


](•) Ljutijua 


SLOVENIA 


On Monday, the 12-nation 
European Community (EC) with- 
drew its ambassadors from Bel- 
grade, capital of Serbia and the 
new, smaller Yugoslavia formed 
last month by Serbia and its ally 
Montenegro. 

Lord Carrington, chief EC 
negotiator on Yugoslavia, attri- 
buted the ceasefire in part to EC 
pressure on Serbia. 

But he was reluctant to answer 
foe parliament's call for resump- 
tion of EC talks on Bosnia that 
would sit until peace is achieved 
between Serbs and the state's 
Muslims and Croats. 

“Until there is a ceasefire, it 
seems very difficult to envisage a 
situation in which the three par- 
ties are going to sit down and talk 
sense,” he told the British Broad- 
casting Corp’s Radio 4 in 
London. 
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vote and are determined not to 
sever their links with Serbia. 

Bosnian President Alija Izetbe- 
govic, a Slavic Muslim, is under 
pressure from his supporters to 
get tough with foe Serbs. 

But a spokesman for Mr. Izet- 
begovic said foe president sche- 
duled talks at Sarajevo Airport 
Wednesday with Gen. Zivota 


‘West freezes aid to Malawi’ 


PARIS (R) — Western govern- 
ments have frozen most 1992- 
1993 aid for Malawi for six 
months because of foe country’s 
poor human rights record, parti- 
cipants at an aid meeting here 
said Wednesday. 

The donors will continue to 
fond humanitarian programmes, 
notably for drought relief and to 
help refugees from neighbouring 
Mozambique, but all other aid 
will be stopped, the sources said. 

At least 22 people died after 
riots in Malawi last week, which 
began with a strike over wages 
and- took a political turn. 

“Those events did dot have any 
added impact. They simply con- 
firmed what we knew about the 
situation in Malawi,” one partici- 
pant at the 2V4 day aid meeting 
said. 

Western governments have ex- 
pressed growing unease over hu- 
man rights in the one-party state 
of life President Kamuzn Banda. 

Western governments are in- 
creasingly stipulating progress on 
human rights and democracy as a 
condition for giving aid. 

In an unprecendented move 
last year, donors froze aid to 
Kenya for six months pending a 
review of its record on human 
rights and democralisation. 

A World Bank official said a 


team from the bank was in Kenya 
to see what progress had been 
made in these areas. 

A news conference given joint- 
ly by the World Bank and Malawi 
was scheduled for 1100 GMT 
Wednesday but was delayed. 

Meanwhile, a delegation of in- 
ternational trade unionists saw 
detained Malawian democracy 
activist Chakufwa Chihana in 
prison Wednesday, a delegation 
member said. 

“He has lost weight but he 
looks okay. It seems be has not 
been molested," Andrew 
Kailembo told Reuters by phone 
from Blantyre. 

The delegation from foe Brus- 
sels-based Internationa] Confed- 
eration of Free Trade Unions 
(ICFTU) saw Mr. Chihana for 
one hour at a prison in Malawi’s 
oommerial centre shortly after 
meeting President Kamuzu 
Banda. 

Mr. Kailembo, head of foe 
ICFTU’s African Department, 
said they had received permission 
to see Mr. Chihana from “higher 
authority.” 

“We are now satisfied and we 
have received assurances from 
President Banda that Chihana 
will get a fair trial, and he also, 
assured us of his safety,” Mr. 
Kailembo added. 


EC to propose carbon 
energy tax at Earth Summit 


STRASBOURG (R) — The 
European Commission agreed 
Wednesday to propose an EC- 
wide carbon energy tax of $10 per 
barrel to help reduce emissions of 
carbon dioxide, EC Environment 
Commissioner Carlo Ripa Di 
Meana said. 

Bat the legislation, which has 
to be agreed by foe 12 European 
Community governments, would 
take effect only if other leading 
industrialised countries followed 
suit and introduced their own 
taxes to combat global wanning. 

“The commission decided to- 
day to submit to foe council (of. 
ministers) a proposal for a direc- 
tive... it’s a historic day for the 
environment," he told a news 
conference. 

Mr. Ripa Di Meana had been 
determined to put forward a for- 
mal EC tax proposal before die 
June 3-14 Earth Summit in Rio 
De Janeiro, formally known as 
the U.N. Con fe rence on Environ- 


ment and Development. 

But the United States has firm- 
ly resisted any limits on carbon 
dioxide emissions and has man- 
aged to water down foe draft 
agreement on global wanning 
prepared for foe Rio meeting. 

“This tax will only come into 
effect if it is also implemented by 
foe Community’s big competi- 
tors,” EC taxation Commissioner 
Chris tiane Scrivener told the 
same news con fere nce. 

Mr. Ripa Di Meana said foe 
proposed tax would start at the 
equivalent of $3 per barrel of oil 
in 1993 and rise by $1 a year to 
reach $10 in the year 2000. 

Half of the tax would be levied 
on all non-renewable energy 
sources, including nuclear power, 
and half only on carbon fuels such 
as oil, coal and gas. 

“We’re convinced we’ve done 
our work... we want other pro- 
ducers to act like us,” Mr. Ripa 
Di Meana said. 


Santiago 

claims 


victory in 

Philippine 

elections 


Panic, the new chief of staff of the 
Yugoslav Federal Army, and 
Yugoslav Vice-President Branko 
Rostic, the army’s civilian com- 
mander. 

Tbe talks are to centre on 
withdrawal of the Serb-led feder- 
al army from Bosnia, where it has 
helped Serb paramilitaries cap- 
ture over half the state’s territory. 


Early returns from northeast- 
ern Mindanao showed Gen. 
Ramos with a commanding lead 
and Mrs. Santiago also trailing 
Mr. Cojuangco, f' Mitra and 
Mr. Salonga in foe *rea. Gen. 
Ramos was also leading on foe 
populous island of Cebu. 

“Now that the provincial votes 
are coming in, let us reiterate: I 
am poised to overtake Santiago’s 
lead and from there on never turn 
back,” Gen. Ramos told repor- 
ters. 

With Gen. Ramos and Mis. 
Santiago battling for the lead, 
Mr. Mitra all but conceded de- 
feat. He said in a statement 
Wednesday that “passionate par- 
tisanship” should not “frustrate 
the national will.” 


He pledged that his party “wiU 
resist all attemps — by any ele- 
ment — to impede foe prodama- ■ 
tion of the winning candidates for 
president and vice president.” 
Meanwhile, tensions rose as 
supporters of candidates became 
impatient with the slow count, 
alleging fraud in tbe local tabula- 
tions. 

In suburban Pasig, an angry 
crowd ganged up on poll cleric 
Pauline Velasco, accusing her of 
taking away election returns. 
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Ukraine leader rejects 


Commonwealth summit 


MANILA (AP) — Presidential 
front-runner Miriam Defensor 
Santiago proclaimed victory 
Wednesday but said others in the 
race may stQi txy to cheat her. 
Her closest rival predicted he 
would soon surpass her in tbe 
tight race. 

Tensions were running high in 
scattered areas of this archipela- 
gic nation as foe count from 
Monday’s election dragged on. 

In other developments: 

— Foreign observers alleged 
massive vote-buying in foe cen- 
tral Philippines daring Monday’s 
balloting. 

— A presidential candidate 
who fared poorly despite early 
expectations said be would accept 
tbe will of the public and take no 
action to prevent tbe winner from 
assuming office June 30. 

Partial, unofficial returns 
showed Mrs. Santiago leading 
Wednesday with 564,996 votes, 
or 26.5 per cent. President Cora- 
zon Aquino’s candidate, Fidel 
Ramos, remained second with 
492^27 votes, or 23.1 per cent. 

Businessman Eduardo “Dand- 
ing” Cbjnangco, who sought to 
revive the network of his friend, 
the late President Ferdinand 
Marcos, trailed m third with 
331,985 votes, or 15.5 per cent 

Mr. Marcos’ widow, Imdda, 
was running fifth with 207339 
votes. She was r unning ahead of 
House Speaker Ramon Mitra and 
Vioe President Salvador LanreL 

Mr. Mitra had been seen as foe 
early front-runner because his 
Struggle of the Democratic Filipi- 
no was tbe largest and best orga- 
nised party. 

The totals represented only 2.1 
mini on of the 27 million ballots 
cast in the election, in which 
Filipinos also chose a new con- 
gress and more than 17.000 other 
officials from among more than 
87,700 candidates. 

But Mrs. Santiago said in a 
statement that she was confident 
that her lead was “definitive and 
irreversible” and that she would 
ultimately win. 

“Certain losers among foe 
presidential candidates might try 
to cheat and may have even 
started to do so,” she said. “But 
foe youth and all Filipinos who 
helped me to win wfll not allow 
the triumph of evil.” 

It appeared, however, that 
Mrs. Santiago was overly optimis- 
tic and that Gen. Ramos could 
overtake her. 


KIE V (R) — Ukraine’s President 
Leonid Kravchuk, unrelenting in 
his denunciations of neighbouring 
Russia, dealt a blow to .this 
week’s Commonwealth summit 
by announcing he would be 
staying away. 

Prospects for resolving ethnic 
and soaal conflicts elsewhere in 
the 11-nation grouping that re- 
placed the Soviet Union last De- 
cember looked gloomy. 

Fighting raged between Arme- 
nian and Azeri forces in foe 
disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh. Demonstrations and 
foe convening of a special par- 
fiameotaiy session threatened to 
pitch Azerbaijan into chaos. 

Last Tuesday, foe United Na- 
tions Security Council approved 
the argent dispatch of ■ a fact- 
finding mission to study foe four- 
year-old dispute over Nagorno- 


Vtolence persisted in neigh- 
bouring Georgia’s South Ossetia 
region. And despite an accord 
bringing opposition forces into a 
new government and parliament 
in foe Central Asian state of 
Tajikistan, fresh clashes were re- 
ported and demonstrators re- 
mained in city squares. 

Mr. Kravchuk tokl reporters 
on his return from New York that 
a meeting with Finland’s Presi- 
dent Mauno Kotvisto prevented 
him from attending foe summit 
opening Friday in Tashkent, 
capital of Uzbekistan. 

“I have a meeting with Koivis- 
to and will not be able to make it 
to Tashkent on time,” he said. 

The Ukrainian president has 
made little effort to conceal his 
distaste for the Commonwealth 
of Independent States (CIS) and 
lade of faith in its efforts to settle 
foe main issues separating its two 
Slav protagonists — Ukraine and 
Russia. 

During his visit to foe United 
States, he denounced Russia's 
assumption — and widespread 
Western recognition — of its role 
as successor state of the Soviet 
Union. 

Little progress had been made 
on foe issues separating Kiev and 
Moscow that reduced foe last 
Commonwealth summit in March 
to little more than an undignified 
shooting match. The grouping's 
future looks increasingly uncer- 


tain. 

The latest round of talks to 
resolve their dispute over the 
Black Sea Fleet, ; on Tuesday in its 
home port of Sevastopol, ended 
with both sides maintaining long- 
held positions. 

Fnsh animosity was likely to 
be generated Wednesday when 
foe Ukraine parliament debates 
last week’s independence dec- 
laration by the republic’s Crimea 
peninsula. 

Deputies will consider two 
documents denouncing foe dec- 
laration by die mainly Russian- 
speaking region. One leaves open 
foe possibility of dissolving 
Crimea’s parliament. 

Ukrainian officials have ac- 
cused politicians in Moscow of 
fomenting trouble and plotting to 
regain foe territory, handed to 
Ukraine as a “gift” in 1954. 

In Azerbaijan, demonstrators 
ringed parliament for part of the 
day to demand the reinstatement 
of ousted President Ayaz Mutali- 
bov after setbacks against Arme- 
nian forces in Kaiabakh. 

“This is the most serious power 
crisis Azerbaijan has ever seen,” 
said Najaf Najafov of tbe opposi- 
tion Popular Front. “It is dose to 
anarchy.” 

Armenia’s capture of Shusha, 
tbe last major Azeri town in 
Kaiabakh, has put pressure 00 
Azerbaijan’s Acting President 
Yagub Mamedov. Parliament 
meets Thursday to debate foe 
Kar&bakb situation and next 
month’s presidential elections, 
now cast into doubt. 

Russian television said shoot- 
ing had continued in South Osse- 
tia, where two years of fighting 
between Georgian and Ossetian 
gunmen have killed at least 450 
people. 

Iii Tajikistan, talks between 
President Rakhmon Nabiyev, 
dinging to power after more than 
a month of protests, and foe 
Muslim and liberal opposition 
failed to reach agreement on tbe 
appointment of top officials. 

Commonwealth television said 
reprisals had been carried out 
against opposition supporters in 
Kulyab region, where many of 
the president’s s upporters have 
gone with their weapons. It said 
there had been dead and wound- 
ed in the dashes. 



Japan press to stay 
mum on prince’s 
love life 


TOKYO (R) — A Japanese^ ..- 
media ban on all speculation ab* 
out Crown Prince Naruhito’s 
search for a bride is to continue^ 
for three months, Tokyo news- *-. £ 
papers said. In a gesture that^ “ 
Britain's tabloid-hassled royals^;!!' 
must envy, the Japan Newspaper 
Publishers’ And Editors’ Assoria- . 
tion decided to extend foe embar- 
go, first introduced in February 
after pressing requests from the 1 
Imperial Household Agency. The - 
agreement, which had been due -* 
to expire Wednesday, was in- 
tended to respect the rights and 
privacy of women seen as 
prospective brides for foe 32- 
year-old heir to the chrysanthe- 
mum throne. “We are making » 
utmost efforts to win a good -' - 
result,” one courtier was quoted ■ 
as telling the publishers' group. • 
Prince Naruhito once said be ■ 


wished to marry by foe age of 30. 
Bnt while the names of several 


But while the names of several . • 
eligible wrmen have been raised - 
over the years, he passed 32 in - 
February with no sign he was any 
closer to making a match. Under :J “ - '« 

Emperor Akihito, the prince’s .‘T-’ 
father, the imperial family has 
recently become more open. But ' 
marriage into the tradition-bound 
institution still does not appear to. :* 
hold much appeal for women of 
today. Naruhito is well aware of _ \ 

this. 


Thai police free 48 
women from brothel 


BANGKOK (R) — A police raid 
freed 48 women, some of them as - ^ . 
young as 15, from a brothel iu 
Thailand’s east coast resort of 


Hua Hin, police said Tuesday. - 
Most of tbe women said they had __ „ , 

been held against their will. They 153 ■ ' 

told police they had been 
abducted by pimps afteT being - 
drugged. Police raided the ■■ 
brothel .Monday after one gid - - 


jumped from an upper window. • 
She broke her leg but still man- „• - 
.aged to find help. Four men and a r- 
woman have been arrested on - 


flesh trading charges. 


French National Assembly 
passes Maastricht bill 


Actor Malkovich 
wants to play 
(toward Hughes 




PARIS (R) — The French 
National Assembly Wednesday 
approved constitutional changes 
to bring France into line with the 
Maastricht treaty of European 
union. 

In a roll-call vote, the lower 
house of parliament adopted by 
398 votes to 77 a bill transferring 
certain powers to the European 
Community for political, econo- 
mic and monetary union. 

The bill most be approved in 
identical wording by the Senate, 
the upper house, then endorsed 
either by a referendum or by a 
three-fifths majority in a congress 
of both houses. 

Ninety-nine deputies ab- 
stained, including most of tbe 
largest Conservative opposition 
party, tbe neo-Gauflist Rally For 
the Republic of Paris Mayor Jac- 
ques Chirac. 

The bill was backed by almost 
all members of President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand’s Socialist Party, 
foe opposition Democratic Cen- 
tre Union (UDC) and all but a 
handful of ex-President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing’s Union for 
French Democracy (UDF). 

Tbe opponents included a hard 
core of neo-Gaollist deputies, tbe 
Co mm unist Party, UDF and the 


currency by 1999, a common visa 
policy and foie rigfit of EC citizens 
resident in France to vote in local 
elections. 


LONDON (R) — American f 
actor John Malkovich has a - 
dream — to play the late U.S. 
billionaire. Howard Hughes. 
“There is only one part I would ~ 
really like to play, and that is : ‘ 
Howard Hughes, because he was • 
so extraordinary and so rich,” \ 
said Malkovich. who starred in v 
Dangerous Liaisons and the r 
Sheltering Sky. Hughes, a recluse . 
who went to great lengths to 
protect his privacy, died m 1976 -- 
aged 70. “I understand (Amer- 
ican actor) Warren Beatty has foe 
rights for foe life story, but there 


The. government accepted 
several amendments during foe 
marathon 25-hour debate, giving 
parliament a greater say in the 
drafting of EC directives and 
defining France’s relationship 
with the Community. 


Danish parKament ratifies EC 
treaty 


Meanwhile, the Danish parlia- 
ment passed a bill to ratify tbe 
Maastricht treaty Tuesday, but 
foe final word will be left to 
voters in a June 2 referendum. 

■ The biD was passed by a vote of 
130 to 25. 

“The new Europe is being cre- 
ated and we must be part of it,” 
Foreign Minister Uffe Eflcmann- 
Je risen said daring foe marathon 
seven-hour debate. 

“If we don’t cooperate with EC 
member states in the European 
union, who in the world shall we 
cooperate with?” 


have been many books written 
about him and he seems a fasti-. 1 
nating character, and that is a 
role I would love,” he told foe 


extreme-right National Front. 
The bill comprises an addi- 


tional chapter to France’s 1958 
constitution “on the European 
Community and European un- 
ion,” authorising transfers of 
powers to introduce a single EC 


Opposition to the treaty was 
divided between the right-wing 
Progress Party, which thinks it is 
a bad thing, and the leftist Social- 
ist People’s Party (SPP) which 
wants to renegotiate parts of it 
“The Danish people have been 
showing great scepticism over the 
treaty,” SPP leader Holger K. 
Nielsen - told parliament. 
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domestic Press Association news 
agency. Malkovich opened in . 
London’s West End in a new play •:/ 
called A Slip Of The Tongue in 
which he is cast as a dissident 
writer in Eastern Europe unable 
to cope with the fall of commun- - 
ism. Malkovich, whose family " 
hails from Yugoslavia, also spoke , 
of his dismay at the strife in the 
Balkan nation. “I have relatives -:r 
there in Croatia and it is very 
bad. I am so sad,” he said. . ' . 

New hand-held 


computer can ‘read’ 
handwriting 


National Guard troops to start pullout from Los Angeles 


WASHINGTON (R) — Apple 
Computer will soon uhven a 
hand-held computer that reads its 
user’s handwriting, sends faxes 
and can exchange information 
with other computers by remote 
control, the Washington Post re- 
ported. “It’s really about highly 
personalised devices that you can 
cany around in your pocket.’’ 


LOS ANGELES (Agencies) — 
California Governor Pete Wilson 
praised National Guard troops 
Tuesday for helping to restore 
order to Los Angeles after the 
dty’s race riots and ordered 
them to begin foe first phase of a 

withdrawal. 


Mr. Wilson said the force of 
10,000 National Guardsmen on 
duty in the California Gty would 
be reduced to 6,000. 

“Additional reduction in troop 
strength will occur only if condi- 
tions within foe areas affected by 
tbe riots remain calm," Mr. Wil- 
son said in a statement. 

Mr. Wilson sent troops into 
inner-city neighbourhoods of Los 
Angeles on April 29 to help quell 
a wave of looting, arson and 
gunfire that left 58 people dead 
and grew into the worst U.S. race 
riots this century. 


Four black gang members were 
in custody Tuesday for foe near- 
fatal beating of a white track, 
driver in a televised attack which, 
came to epitomise the violence. 

Truck driver Reginald Denny, 
36, was driving through south- 


central Los Angeles when the 
riots erupted. In an attack cap- 
tured by television cameras and 
seen around foe world, be was 
hauled from the cab of his sand- 
and-gravel truck and beaten 
senseless by a mob of 10 people. 

Three suspects were arrested iu 

pre-dawn raids on their homes by 
more than 100 heavily armed 
police officers and FBI agents led 
by Los Angeles Police. Chief 
Daryl Gales. The fourth surren- 
dered three hours after Gates 
announced an intensive effort to 
find and arrest him. 

Chief Gates said police were 
trying to determine who foe other 
six people were who had been 
.involved in Denny’s beating. 

Chief Gates told a news confer- 
ence foe four suspects arrested 
Tuesday were members of the* 
Crips street gang,- one of two 
well-organised groups that have 
terrorised poor neighbourhoods 
for years. Tbe other gang is 
known as tbe Bloods. 

Three of the four men were 
initially charged with attempted 
murder, robbery and torture and 
a federal charge of interfering 


with a trade driver engaged in 
interstate commerce. 

The head of tbe Los Angeles 
FBI Office announced the setting 
up of a special 100-member task 
force to hunt down rioters, parti- ■ 
cularly gang members, and seek 
out store owners who torched 
their own buildings in arson-for- 
profit scams. 

Meanwhile, Hollywood Vice 
Officer Tony Yancey thought 
he’d seen it all in his 22 years on 
foe force. But nothing, be says, 
compares to the thankless job of 
a Los Angeles Police officer 
today. 

Disenchanted with the top 
brass, accused of brutality and 
racism and condemned for a slow 
response to foe riots, street cops 
say they're being blamed unfairly 
for tbe dty’s ills and politicians’ 
failures. 

“Some days you don’t want to 
get up and deal with it anymore,” 
Mr. Yancey said. “You develop 
that attitude where nobody loves 
you but your partner, * 

Police officers have worked 12- 
bour shifts since rioting erupted. 
They have endured hostility from 


both the public and politicians. 

A crowd protesting tbe acquit- 
tals smashed windows at police 
headquarters. “Killa (killer) 
police” leaflets appeared in gang- 
ridden south central Los Angeles. 
Shotgun- to ting officers stood 
guard outside sandbagged police 
stations. 


The troops are so disgusted I 
can’t believe it. I don’t know how 
they’re ever going to recover," 
Lt. George Aliaixksaid. 


Apple Chairman John Sculley 
told the paper in an interview, 
about the Newton Computer. He 
gave no details of the Newton, to 


about the Newton Computer. He -*• . 


Meanwhile, Mayor Bradley — 
whose proposed budget would 
cut the 8,000-member depart- 
ment by nearly 700 officers — 
visited burned-out Koreatown 
jewelry store and said police 
could have prevented the arson. 

Fire chief Donald manning ac- 
cused police of breaking promises 
to protect firefighters during foe 
riots. 


“No one Is speaking, for the 
officers- Every critic comes out 
and before it’s over we win be the 
sole cause of the riots. And if 
they could, they’d have us doing 
the looting, too.” 

Cop-bashing has become so 
common that even Stanley K.' 
Shdnbaum, president of tbe five- 
member Civilian Police Commis- 
sion and a frequent department 
critic, called for a stop to it. 

Street cops, be said Monday, 
are “taking a hit for what every- 
body in this dty is responsible 
for.” 


Community leaders and politi- 
cians condemned Lt. Michael 
Moulin’s decision to withdraw his 
outnumbered forces from an in- 
tersection where motorists were 
pulled from their vehicles and 
beaten. 

Even police chief Gates said 
Lt- Moulin may have erred. But 
he insisted that top commanders 
responded correctly to the unresL 


Mr. Yancey raid that since the 
King beating on March 3, 1991, 
police hesitate to use force. Mr. 
King was beaten, kicked and foot 
with a stun _£un by officers who 
did not reahse they were being 
videotaped by a bystander. 

“Officers hesitate now to do 
their jobs, and for a person in foe 
deadly force business you can’t 
hesitate,” he said. 


be introduced at the consumer' 
electronics show in Chicago at foe. 
end of the month. But the paper 
quoted sources as saying Newton 
wiU weigh less than a pound (0.4 
kg) and be six to eight inches (15 
to 20 cm) long and around Vi inch 
(1 .3 cm) thick. It win have a small 
display screen and a. built-in 
speaker. The paper said' the 
machine would cost about $700 
when it goes on sale 'early next- 
year- Users will be able to jot 
down notes or diagrams on its 
screen with an electronic pen:- 
Newton will “read” these and file 
them to the appropriate part of its ' 
memory. For instance, it wiD put 
a telephone number into its 
address book or a note about an . 
appointment into its calendar. 
Users will be able to transfer 
information to another computer . 
up to six feet away via infra-red - 
light, much like a television re-' 
mote control, the paper said. ' 
Newton will also have an internal 
modem that will allow users fo 
transmit information over phone 
lines and send ... 





